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CIMdata News 

Acquisition Strategies to Support the Era of PLM as an Enterprise Business Platform: a CIMdata 

Commentary  

18 March 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 The PLM industry is entering an accelerating era of end-to-end business platform enablement  

 The shift towards enabling robust and resilient business platforms, as opposed to deploying and 

integrating best-in-class business suite solutions, requires a fundamental change for both 

industrial users as well as PLM solution providers 

 PLM solution providers who wish to compete at the enterprise business platform level now or in 

the future must rethink their solution set strategy, and how they identify, assess, and assimilate 

third-party partners  

The global product lifecycle management (PLM) market, which traces it historical roots to the 

computer-aided design (CAD) and product data management (PDM) software industries of the 1980s, is 

rapidly evolving away from a labyrinth of best-in-class point solutions, that are often individually 

integrated during costly deployments, to holistic business platforms that enable integrated end-to-end 
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business processes. For many of the leading PLM solution providers, it is increasingly difficult, if not 

now impossible, to organically build their own complete set of applications and associated business 

process enabling platforms. As the PLM footprint expands, PLM solution providers must partner with or 

acquire companies with essential capabilities so they can differentiate, grow, and enhance the business 

platforms being delivered to the market.  

For years CIMdata has tracked the PLM industry, which includes more than 700 solution providers, and 

all of the acquisitions made by software and service providers. For the most part, the roughly 70 

acquisitions announced during 2013 that CIMdata examined appear to be part of consistent and well-

defined strategies executed by the acquiring firms. Acquisitions in 2013, as in previous years, originated 

from many of the PLM-related market segments including CAE, CAM, NC, ALM, SLM, technical 

publications, visualization, various Internet platform technologies, value-added resellers, and specialized 

integration firms. Noteworthy this past year was an increase in M&A activity of not just product 

companies, but also in acquiring talent through the acquisition of consulting services firms who offer 

deep specialized expertise.  

According to a 2010 McKinsey & Company article entitled “The Five Types of Successful 

Acquisitions
1
,” there are five main types of acquisition strategies. Those that: 

 Improve the target company’s performance 

 Consolidate to remove excess capacity from industry 

 Accelerate market access for the target’s (or buyer’s) products 

 Get skills or technologies faster or at lower cost than they can be built 

 Pick winners early and help them develop their businesses 

Looking back over the past ten years in the PLM market there are many examples from each category, 

and yet some that just don’t seem to fit any specific strategy definition. Certainly all of these strategies 

have and will continue to play important roles in the PLM industry. Sometimes it takes a few years for 

the market to recognize and appreciate the strategies being pursued and other times it just never seems to 

make much sense even after the advantage of time.  

Will these acquisition strategies by themselves help the PLM solution providers survive and thrive into 

the future, or weigh them down with legacy solutions they can no longer support? Will it help them 

deliver a business platform that is comprised of an open architecture that allows a set of process- 

enabling capabilities to be packaged and configured to establish and support standardized end-to-end 

business processes?  

The era when industrial companies and software providers believed that they could develop, install, and 

maintain a single monolithic enterprise information technology application that was sustainable and 

robust enough to serve all business functions is gone. Many argue that the complexity of extended 

enterprise processes, organizational requirements, and information constructs cannot be addressed by 

any single solution provider no matter how large. The new business platform paradigm is one in which 

solutions from multiple providers must be seamlessly deployed using a service oriented architecture 

(SOA) that is resilient and can withstand rapid changes in individual business functions or delivery 

modalities. This is possible to do today and some, in fact, are already being delivered. This of course 

requires a sound adherence to standards and the openness of application programming interfaces (APIs) 

and other integration mechanisms. Furthermore, the Cloud offers a rather universal delivery mechanism, 

                                                 
1
 http://www.mckinsey.com/insights/corporate_finance/the_five_types_of_successful_acquisitions 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 4 

providing on-demand compute power and almost ubiquitous connectivity. For the most part, the 

technological side of developing, delivering, and maintaining business platforms is available today. So 

what’s missing?  

CIMdata believes that the most important element is an appropriate vision for what the business 

platforms of the future should enable, a definition of which capabilities they should support, the 

processes they should provision, and the scope of data they should manage. This isn’t about 

departmental process enablement, or even enterprise enablement, but rather extended enterprise process 

enablement—enablement that crosses traditional organizational and system boundaries. As a result, this 

will impact solution providers in multiple business enterprise system domains, not just PLM providers. 

As we have witnessed in many industries, global competition requires constant adaptation. As a result, 

industrial companies must continually innovate their products and processes, and those software and 

service providers who are looking to support them must also innovate. They must move away from 

developing and delivering applications and narrowly focused solutions that only support a limited set of 

enterprise users. They must define and ultimately deliver holistic business platforms where end-to-end 

business processes are enabled for all extended enterprise participants. For most PLM solution providers 

this will require a change in the manner in which they imagine their solution offering, define the 

application spaces that plug into their platform, and above all, how they identify and support or acquire 

third parties and their technologies to enable this vision. For most solution providers this will require 

changes to both external market strategies as well as internal cultures. In some cases, this will even 

require a totally new, much more strategically driven mindset that requires far more collaborative 

strategies with partners who complete the platform solution offering.  

This shift in thinking is clearly underway, and some recent examples include: 

 Accenture acquiring regionally and technologically focused PLM consulting firms—PRION 

Group and PCO Innovation.  

 Autodesk and their acquisitions, among others, of Tinkercad and Delcam that extended their 

CAD and CAM solution offerings respectively.  

 Dassault Systèmes’ acquisitions of Apriso in support of manufacturing and Realtime Technology 

(RTT) who specialize in professional high-end 3D visualization software, and computer 

generated imagery services.  

 PTC’s acquisitions of NetIDEAS (software hosting and technical consulting services firm) and 

ThingWorx (platform for building and running applications for the Internet of Things).  

 Siemens PLM Software’s acquisition of TESIS PLMware, a specialized PLM integration 

technology and services firm. 

To compete in this new, complex, and evolving era of business platforms requires a sound vision and 

highly elastic execution strategy. PLM solution providers wishing to compete on the big business 

platform stage in the future must define a well thought out platform vision. This vision must address 

where they wish to be with their platform offering years into the future. The vision must be future 

oriented, but achievable, and it must paint a desirable future state; one that people will rally around, 

understand, and buy into. It has to address the big picture and go beyond the traditional system and 

organizational boundaries. Additionally, the vision must be backed up by strategies that allow the 

company to execute in the long-term as well as in the short-term—taking incremental steps towards the 

defined future state. Progress towards the future state will not always occur in a straight line, so 

guidance must be provided to ensure that early steps will not impede future progress. This means that 
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the company needs to understand what type of business platform it is looking to build and the key 

criteria that must be defined so that appropriate decisions (e.g., what solutions and skills to develop and 

which ones to acquire) can be made along the route in the most efficient and effective manner possible. 

The trend towards global business platforms will have a significant impact on the type and rate at which 

acquisitions and mergers take place moving forward as the PLM industry continues to build out its 

strategies and capabilities to meet the rapidly evolving business needs of current and future clients. The 

providers that strive and thrive will be those that define an appropriate long-term vision and who execute 

their strategy in the most efficient and effective manner possible. 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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CIMdata Announces the formation of an Aerospace & Defense PLM Action Group 

20 March 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces the 

formation of its newest PLM member service—the Aerospace & Defense PLM Action Group, an 

association of aerospace and defense (A&D) companies within CIMdata’s globally recognized PLM 

Community Program. The group is an industry-specific PLM advocacy group as well as a defining 

organization for unfulfilled common interest PLM-related capabilities. The group will also sponsor 

collaborative research on prioritized industry and technology topics. Membership is open to A&D OEM 

companies and select Tier 1 suppliers.  

Peter Bilello, President of CIMdata, stated, “PLM solution providers continually deliver new products, 

architectures, and solutions to market, while industrial customers must cope with previous product 

launches, attempting to realize the value from existing PLM investments. The Aerospace & Defense 

PLM Action Group will define and direct the research efforts on key areas needed to meet future 

challenges. Current experiences with PLM-related implementations, best practice research, and close 

examination of emerging technologies will help define what the PLM solution providers should be 

offering.” 

Participation in the CIMdata-led Aerospace & Defense PLM Action Group offers: 

• Access to ongoing research, analyses, insights, and advice important to airplane manufacturers. 

• Participation in the identification of industry-specific PLM topic areas.  

• A uniform voice to the PLM Solution Provider community to better enable and guide them in 

their development efforts. 

http://www.cimdata.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 6 

• Access to CIMdata’s PLM Knowledge Council domain experts.  

• An interactive and collaborative environment for accessing and sharing PLM related processes 

and best practices.  

• Participation in the CIMdata’s global PLM Community 

The Aerospace & Defense PLM Action Group will be led by James L. Roche, CIMdata Senior 

Consultant and A&D Practice Manager who brings extensive industry experience and on-the-ground 

knowledge to the group. Jim stated, “CIMdata’s A&D Value Gap Survey, reported on last year, provides 

ample evidence and insight into the declining return on PLM investment within A&D and the need to 

develop new strategies for fulfilling future needs, and that is the central purpose of this group.” 

For more information about the Aerospace & Defense PLM Action Group see 

http://cimdata.com/en/memberships/aerospace-defense-plm-action-group, or contact CIMdata at 

info@cimdata.com.  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and suppliers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia-

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA. Tel: +1 (734) 668-9922. Fax: +1 (734) 668-1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495 533 666. 
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CIMdata Publishes “Driving Innovation from the Top Floor to the Shop Floor” 

17 March 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 

the release of a new research paper entitled “Driving Innovation from the Top Floor to the Shop Floor.”  

Companies thrive on innovation, but how do they assess and plan their actions to meet corporate 

strategic objectives? New ideas are often needed to meet business objectives, and CIMdata’s definition 

of PLM has always extended from ideation to end of life. However, PLM strategies and tools do not 

often explicitly connect back to corporate strategy. Enterprise innovation management (EIM) solutions 

are helping global companies bridge the chasm between corporate strategy and purposeful action across 

a wide spectrum of business operations. EIM helps strategically define necessary product and process 

innovation, including product development actions executed through product lifecycle management 

(PLM), and other enterprise strategies.  

http://cimdata.com/en/memberships/aerospace-defense-plm-action-group
mailto:info@cimdata.com
http://www.cimdata.com/
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CIMdata tracks EIM firms as part of our broad PLM definition, and Sopheon is a longtime leader in this 

market space. Their Accolade solution is purpose-built to address the issues mentioned above, and is 

being used by global leaders in many industries to empower teams to reach (and often exceed) 

innovation objectives. EIM and PLM working together can help ensure that product innovation meets 

both corporate strategic objectives and lifecycle requirements. The paper highlights the problems 

addressed by Sopheon’s offering, including examples from leading industrial companies including 

BASF, Corning, and Parker Hannifin.  

As part of this research, CIMdata and Sopheon are collaborating on primary research about how 

companies are ensuring strategic business alignment. Survey participants will receive a summary report 

on the study results. For more information on the survey, please see 

http://www.CIMdata.com/innovation.  

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 
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Company News 

Autodesk Names Microsol Resources 2014 Americas Partner of the year 

19 March 2014 

 

Microsol Resources has been named by Autodesk as its Partner of the Year for the Americas for fiscal 

year 2014. This is the top honor awarded annually to an Autodesk partner and recognizes Microsol 

Resources for its outstanding achievements in delivering world-class service and technical expertise to 

customers throughout fiscal year 2014, exceeding expectations in sales, growth and other key measures. 

The award was presented at Autodesk's One Team Conference, an annual sales and leadership event 

held in Las Vegas, NV, that brings together Autodesk employees and partners from around the world.  

"Microsol Resources has been a partner of Autodesk for over 25 years, delivering solutions at the 

highest level to the architecture, engineering and construction industry. I am thrilled that we were 

recognized as Autodesk’s Partner of the Year. I want our customers to know that we will continue to do 

http://www.cimdata.com/innovation
http://www.cimdata.com/
http://otc2014.autodeskevents.com/
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what we have always done that allowed us to achieve this coveted title, and that is to ensure we offer 

them the highest level of technical know-how and support. We take pride in our team's ability to 

understand and utilize Autodesk software to help firms design the future of the built environment," said 

Emilio Krausz, President, Microsol Resources.   

This news follows the company's recognition as "Partner of the Quarter" for the second and third fiscal 

quarters of 2014. Stated Bill Griffin, vice president worldwide channel sales at Autodesk, “Microsol 

Resources had an excellent year, demonstrating a high level of service and growth in BIM consulting 

and Autodesk expertise. The award celebrates the company's strong performance, an unyielding 

commitment to customer satisfaction, and the implementation of best practices for integrated building 

design.”  

Autodesk's Americas channel partner network includes more than 150 partners, all of whom support 

customers across a number of industries. Microsol Resources has distinguished itself with specialties in 

architecture, engineering, and construction within the Platinum Tier. 
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Dassault Systèmes Appoints Simuserv as its Channel Partner in New Zealand 

20 March 2014 

 

Dassault Systèmes today announced the appointment of Simuserv as its Value Solutions Partner in New 

Zealand. 

Simuserv, a Value Solutions Partner of Dassault Systèmes in Australia has extended its presence into 

New Zealand to support Dassault Systèmes expansion in the region. With an office in Auckland, 

Simuserv will serve New Zealand’s energy, engineering, architecture and advanced manufacturing 

industries by reselling and supporting Dassault Systèmes’ SIMULIA applications. The appointment of 

Simuserv will further strengthen Dassault Systèmes customers experience and expand on the training 

capabilities of SIMULIA in New Zealand. 

Christian Ebel, Director of Value Solutions, Australia & New Zealand, Dassault Systèmes, said, “We 

are pleased to extend our presence in New Zealand through our partnership with Simuserv. Working in 

partnership with Simuserv, we will look to extend our market leadership by helping New Zealand-based 

companies in their innovation, competitiveness and move towards hi-tech advanced manufacturing.” 

Simuserv has been a Value Solutions Partner of Dassault Systèmes in Australia since 2011 and this 

appointment extends the company’s presence into New Zealand. Gerd Diegelmann, Director of 

Simuserv said, “We are delighted to have Simuserv representing in New Zealand SIMULIA, the 

Dassault Systèmes brand for Realistic Simulation. Simuserv has had great success in Australia and we 

are confident the same will occur in New Zealand, helping companies on the North and South islands to 

innovate while guaranteeing quality and safety.” 

SIMULIA is the industry’s leading brand for Finite Element Analysis (FEA), Design Optimization and 

Simulation Lifecycle Management (SLM). It allows designers and manufacturers to create realistic 

simulation models to improve product performance, reduce the need to produce physical prototypes and 

to drive innovation throughout a company to support collaborative decision-making. 

Designers can take advantage of SIMULIA’s traditional FEA capabilities using Dassault Systèmes’ 

CATIA V6 Analysis, or begin to leverage significant ease-of-use benefits from SIMULIA DesignSight, 
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incorporating robust technology from SIMULIA Abaqus FEA. SLM enables design teams and decision 

makers to capture and deploy simulation methods and to share and manage simulation data across their 

business to support collaborative decision making. 
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EpiGrid Becomes One of Twelve SOLIDWORKS Certified Service Partners 

18 March 2014 

 

EpiGrid, LLC, the first cloud-hosted solution for SOLIDWORKS EPDM, was recently named a 

SOLIDWORKS Certified Service Partner–one of only 12 companies worldwide to achieve this 

certification. 

SOLIDWORKS Certified Service Partners specialize in the professional implementation and 

customization of the SOLIDWORKS Enterprise product data management (EPDM) system, and have 

been proven to possess the knowledge, experience, and expertise required to tailor and optimize 

implementations to meet specific customer needs and maximize productivity. 

“This certification is a huge benefit for our clients,” said EpiGrid CTO, Chad Garrish. “Clients can be 

confident they’re getting support at every level—from us at a partner level, from SOLIDWORKS at a 

corporate level and from their reseller.” 

EpiGrid has as small but highly qualified staff including two Certified SOLIDWORKS Professionals 

(CSWP) and three Certified SOLIDWORKS Professionals-Data Management. In addition, the company 

partners with SOLIDWORKS Value Added Resellers (VARs) to streamline the EPDM sales, 

implementation and management process. 

One of EpiGrid’s partners, SOLIDWORKS Reseller Hawk Ridge Systems, understands the extra value 

EpiGrid can offer as a service partner. “EpiGrid has an industry-changing solution with their hosted 

architecture and their certification just enhances our confidence in their ability to support our 

customers,” said John Peros, the Director of Data Management at Hawk Ridge Systems. 

As the first certified service partner to offer a cloud solution, EpiGrid is leading the transition to hosted 

data management for improved mobility, security and collaboration. 

“We’re the only service provider in the world offering a hosted solution for EPDM,” said Garrish. “And 

with our designation as a SOLIDWORKS Certified Service Partner, I feel that our relationship with 

SOLIDWORKS, the resellers and the SOLIDWORKS community at large has been cemented. EpiGrid 

and hosted EPDM is here to stay.” 

Companies from all avenues of the SOLIDWORKS community understand the value EpiGrid can offer 

as a partner. SolidBox, the premier provider of servers, workstations, and laptops configured specifically 

for SOLIDWORKS, is also an EpiGrid partner who feels strongly about the added benefit of the 

certification. 

“To be partnered with SOLIDWORKS is an amazing industry validation,” said SolidBox President, 

Chris Castle. “Users know that Certified Service Partners will live up to the exacting standards they’ve 

come to expect from the leading CAD software on the planet.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.epigrid.com/
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MMTS 2014: SPRING Technologies Showcases WYSIWYC
®
 − the Mobile and Synchronized NC 

Simulation Solution  

17 March 2014 

 

SPRING Technologies exhibited in booth 868 at the MMTS (Montreal Manufacturing Technology 

Show), from May 12 to 14.  

SPRING’s exhibit highlighted the features, benefits, and applications of company’s flagship simulation 

software, NCSIMUL Machine and Player 9.1. Specifically, with the growing adoption of remote and 

mobile software accessibility, SPRING will demonstrate its recently introduced mobile system called 

WYSIWYC® (What You See Is What You Cut).   

Thanks to NCSIMUL Player 9.1 embedded on a fully rugged, mobile Panasonic Toughpad FZ-G1 and 

connected to machine tool controllers such as Fanuc CNCs, shop floor operators and managers are able 

to interact remotely – in 3D and in real time using intuitive touch controls – with one or several CNC 

machines and their machining processes, as they execute the CNC program on the machine.  

3D animations of CNC machining processes, as well as related work instruction sheets are directly 

accessible from the mobile application.  

RETHINKING THE WAY YOU WORK GENERATES CONSIDERABLE SAVINGS  

To further strengthen the system, real time synchronization of both 3D CNC simulations and work 

instruction sheets with real machining processes are available as optional features of NCSIMUL Player 

9.1.  

This breakthrough capability is a valuable decision-making asset in the production environment that 

enhances shop floor communication. Because of the instant access to vital information, decreasing 

machining errors, supervising multiple machines, and conducting smoother changeovers, the 

productivity gains can reach at least 25% according to the company. 

“I frequently get the question as to why our system features a Toughpad as opposed to the ubiquitous 

iPad,” says Philippe Solignac, Corporate Marketing Director for SPRING Technologies. “It’s simple,” 

he states.  

“The Panasonic Toughpad is designed and built for the shop floor environment which can often be 

harsh. The Toughpad is able to run any enterprise software, even 3D demanding ones, thanks to the 

latest Intel core chipsets integrated technology. The less powerful, less open, and more delicate iPad can 

only offer simulation viewing capabilities, which is rather useless to shop floor staff, especially NC 

operators.” 

CHANGING THE WAY YOU INTERACT WITH NC MACHINES - ATTRACT GEN-Y TALENT 

WYSIWYC® offers both real time and synchronized: 

 3D realistic machining simulations and cutting conditions 

 Technical sheets - full integration of our shop floor documents publishing module plus reviewing 

capabilities and all the benefits therein, such as relaying axis, spindle and tool positions 

 The machining context thanks the virtual machine, with all kinematics and machine parameters 

included 

All of those aspects, plus a robust, Windows-based tablet PC housed in a sturdy, forgiving package are 

what’s required for true 100% mobility and optimization in a manufacturing cell. 

http://www.springplm.com/contenu.php?ID=62
http://www.springplm.com/contenu.php?ID=496
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTV4-J6EBiM&feature=youtu.be
http://www.panasonic.com/business/toughpad/us/windows-tablet-fz-g1.asp
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 “Another key point,” continues Mr. Solignac, “is this technology will help draw in talent from the Y 

generation and the new wave of NC operators for whom mobility, fun, and touch applications are at the 

core of how they want to do their jobs. The SPRING Technologies solution is also an ideal way to 

integrate training modules either by institutions or in company instructional programs and 

apprenticeships (5-axis, mill-turn, and special machines), without the need for a huge investment.  

Our Toughbook Engage partnership agreement with Panasonic and the collaboration with FANUC CNC 

in the development of this advanced solution underscores that WYSIWYC® is the most practical and 

sustainable answer available on the market today. Further, it will continue to be enhanced and made 

even more relevant for the long term as companies begin to embrace its capabilities.” 

Last but not the least, WYSIWYC® has been nominated from among 107 Innovation submissions and 

35 selected products in the Technology category for the Trophées de l’Innovation – Innovation Awards - 

at Industrie Paris 2014, a prize that acknowledges a product or solution that creates value from a new 

technology. 
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Siemens Makes $55.8M Software Grant to Mott Community College to Educate and Train Workers 

for Manufacturing in Automotive Sector 

19 March 2014 

 

Today, from Ford Field, Siemens announced a $55.8 million in-kind software grant to Mott Community 

College. Students there will now have access to the same Siemens product lifecycle management (PLM) 

software used in nearly every manufacturing environment in the world – and by more than 80% of 

automakers – to improve productivity and efficiency in the manufacturing process. The announcement 

was made during the 2014 Automotive Summit at the Manufacturing in America Symposium sponsored 

by Siemens and Electro-Matic. 

“The manufacturing industry in America is on the rise and it is being transformed by a software 

revolution that is enhancing productivity, increasing efficiency and speeding time to market,” said 

Chuck Grindstaff, president and CEO, Siemens PLM Software. “This revolution requires a highly 

trained workforce. With this grant, Mott Community College will be able to integrate world-class PLM 

technology into its curriculum, so that its students are even better prepared for co-op assignments and 

for high quality manufacturing jobs.” 

Siemens’ technology partnership with Mott community college goes back more than 15 years. Students 

currently have access to Siemens’ NX™ software for computer-aided design, manufacturing and 

engineering analysis (CAD/CAM/CAE) and its Tecnomatix® portfolio for digital manufacturing. With 

today’s announcement, Siemens’ Teamcenter® software will now be used in Mott Community 

College’s Technology Division to help expand and modernize its curriculum in design and process 

technologies. This curriculum is part of Mott’s Certificates and Associate Degrees in Design, 

Manufacturing and Service Industry specialties as well as Computer and Information Technology 

courses and degree programs. As software plays an increasing role in the next era of manufacturing, 

students and faculty will now have access to training on Siemens PLM data management programs 

utilizing collaboration tools. 

http://www.springplm.com/spring_newsbis.php?ID=506
http://www.industrie-expo.com/animations/the-trophees-de-l-innovation
http://www.industrie-expo.com/~SPRING-TECHNOLOGIES/trophees-de-l-innovation-d-un-exposant-en~ohrslsdyb~59222
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/nx/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/tecnomatix/index.shtml
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/products/teamcenter/index.shtml
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“Mott Community College has a long and productive history working with Siemens and is honored to be 

selected for this software grant,” said Mott Community College President Dr. M. Richard Shaink. “We 

believe that partnerships like this will allow the college to better understand and update programs that 

prepare the future workforce for success. We are excited about the new capacity this brings to the region 

and the opportunity to further expand our work in design, PLM and digital manufacturing. We see this 

technology as a critical element of the innovation enterprise that will lead to the development of new 

and better products and ultimately to new and better jobs for the greater southeast Michigan region.” 

This is the latest in a series of investments – totaling more than two billion dollars – Siemens has made 

in recent years in nearly 30 Michigan community colleges and universities. 

In addition to the automotive sector, PLM Software is used throughout the global manufacturing 

industry to design, develop and manufacture some of the world’s most sophisticated products in a 

variety of sectors including aerospace, consumer products, medical devices, shipbuilding, apparel and 

machinery. By using this software in their course work and research projects, students will develop the 

advanced skills sought after by the more than 77,000 global customers who utilize Siemens’ software 

and technology solutions. This includes companies throughout the Detroit region and state of Michigan 

who rely on Siemens’ PLM and CAD software including employers such as: Ford, Daimler, General 

Dynamics, General Motors and BorgWarner. 

“Manufacturing is delivering a new era of proficiency, where virtual-to-real will drive innovation and 

customized mass production, and link the entire product lifecycle, from design, to engineering and 

finally to the customer,” said Helmuth Ludwig, president and CEO, Siemens Industry, U.S. 

“Collectively, we must foster a culture of innovation, nurture institutions that enable technology and 

innovation and strengthen education and training. This partnership can serve as an economic catalyst for 

the region when it comes to the manufacturing sector.” 

From design to manufacturing, the automotive rebirth is being led by a software revolution. Enabled by 

Siemens automation software running its automation equipment, and by its PLM software that the auto 

industry uses to design and manufacture vehicles, these software tools allow for faster time-to-market 

and significant increases in plant productivity. 

Siemens has an expansive role in the automotive industry with 80 percent of automotive factories 

around the world relying on Siemens automation equipment. Among global automakers, 14 of the top 15 

OEMs and nearly 90 percent of the top 25 suppliers use Siemens PLM software. 

 PLM technology enabled Nissan Motor to cut its development cycle for new vehicles from 20 

months to 10.5 months with 80% fewer problems reported after vehicle release. 

 For more than 25 years, Siemens and Ford Motor Company have worked together, leveraging 

innovation and technology to maximize manufacturing efficiency. As a result, Ford has been 

able to reduce the energy needed to produce a vehicle, increase the safety for people building the 

vehicle and improve the flexibility of plants and processes. 
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Stratasys Announces Finalists for Extreme Redesign Contest 

17 March 2014 

 

Stratasys Ltd. has selected finalists for the 10
th

 annual Extreme Redesign 3D Printing Challenge. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2F&esheet=50825628&newsitemid=20140317005816&lan=en-US&anchor=Stratasys+Ltd.&index=1&md5=8de1fc74a861e8acf243169207670567
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2FExtremeRedesign&esheet=50825628&newsitemid=20140317005816&lan=en-US&anchor=Extreme+Redesign+3D+Printing+Challenge&index=2&md5=a60453193e0b142d823fecf65e919ac9
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A finalist in the college engineering category, Straggling Laces was submitted by Carrie Groskopf and 

Eric Reid from Ryerson University in Toronto, Canada. 

The global contest offers students in middle school, high school and college the opportunity to redesign 

an existing product or to create a new product that improves how a task is accomplished. Entries are 

evaluated based on creativity, being mechanically sound and being realistically achievable. 

The top-10 finalists in each category (middle school/high school engineering, college engineering and 

art/architecture) will receive a 3D printed model of their design and a $50 gift card. 

During the final round of judging, industry experts will select winners in each category. The judges this 

year are: 

 Todd Grimm (President, T.A. Grimm & Associates) 

 Patrick Gannon (Engineering Manager, Thogus/RP+M) 

 Tim Shinbara (Technical Director, Association for Manufacturing Technology) 

 Rachel Park (Editor-In-Chief, 3D Printing Industry) 

Stratasys will award first place winners a $2,500 scholarship, with second and third place winners both 

receiving a $1,000 scholarship. The instructor of the first place winner in each category will receive a 

demo 3D printer to use in the classroom for a limited time. 

Since the contest's inception, Stratasys has awarded more than $100,000 in scholarships to innovative 

students. Video, photos and descriptions of previous winning designs, as well as contest rules and 

regulations are available on the Stratasys website. 
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Events News 

Actify to Participate in MACH 2014 in Birmingham 

20 March 2014 

 

Actify Inc. today announced that it will be participating in the MACH 2014 Event in April at 

Birmingham. 

"We are very excited to attend MACH 2014 as exhibitors," said Chris Jones, Actify CEO and president. 

"Actify's Product Visualization Solution SpinFire Professional has been known in the market for years 

and while we're thrilled to be able to show advancements in SpinFire, we are also very eager to show 

visitors our other Product Data Intelligence Solutions. It is our constant goal to provide the 

manufacturing industry with applications that positively affect the bottom line and our customers are 

reaping the rewards of our Data Discovery and Visual Analysis and Reporting solutions. These are 

exciting times for Actify and we look forward to showing the visitors of MACH how we can help their 

companies," concludes Jones. 

Actify will be exhibiting at Hall 4, Stand 4450. 

 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2F%7E%2Fmedia%2Fen%2FIndustries%2FEducation%2FExtreme%2520Redesign%2FERCTop10Finalists-eaCategory2014.pdf&esheet=50825628&newsitemid=20140317005816&lan=en-US&anchor=top-10+finalists&index=3&md5=c8e9c0cb72a6364c32abf9a7ff671b37
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2Findustries%2Feducation%2Fextreme-redesign%2Fwinners&esheet=50825628&newsitemid=20140317005816&lan=en-US&anchor=winning+designs&index=4&md5=0f85e98102ff7de4bbef53313d91e427
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2Findustries%2Feducation%2Fextreme-redesign%2Fcontest-rules&esheet=50825628&newsitemid=20140317005816&lan=en-US&anchor=rules+and+regulations&index=5&md5=416617879e8f6c644da130592584a91c
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stratasys.com%2Findustries%2Feducation%2Fextreme-redesign%2Fcontest-rules&esheet=50825628&newsitemid=20140317005816&lan=en-US&anchor=rules+and+regulations&index=5&md5=416617879e8f6c644da130592584a91c
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Alphacam to Unveil Latest Enhancements at MACH 

19 March 2014 

 

Major enhancements to feature extraction, part modeler and 5-axis toolpath functionality, are included in 

the latest release of Alphacam, which is being unveiled at the forthcoming MACH Exhibition. 

Alphacam 2014 R2, from Vero Software, will be released shortly, and is being highlighted on stand 

4361 in Hall 4 at the NEC in Birmingham, between April 7 - 11.  

Amongst the new functionality and enhancements: 

Feature Extraction: All feature extraction commands will extract to the current workplane if possible, 

and the active user layer. Noteable enhancements include improvements to the extraction of partial 

holes. This can now be anabled or disabled, and uses the specified partial angle to filter results. In 

addition, small hole chamfers can now be extracted, and there are options on the Feature Configuration 

dialog to set the preferred tool directions for internal and external paths.  

Part Modeler: This now includes the ability to convert a 2D drawing into a 3D model automatically. It 

works by simply defining the 2D views from the  DXF/DWG file, tracing around the profile of the part 

from different views, and creating the 3D model rfrom the traced profile.  

5-Axis Toolpath Analyser: Users can analyse 5-axis toolpaths to the specific machine coinfiguration 

and rotational axis limits. As this is carried out at an operational level, any changes to the toolpath or 

machine configuration will highlight that the operation needs updating. New angles are set as Element 

attributes for driving the new simulator, to accurately show the machine’s rotational axes, with these 

angles being passed to the Post Processor, making it easier to configure. The complete operation is 

analysed against the user settings, and where required the path will be broken with options to maintain 

Feed Down and Lead In/Out settings on the modified toolpaths. 

Clamps and Fixtures: Enhancements enable more exact positioning and greater control against 

collisions. Containment and positional geometry can now be set to better position clamps and fixtures 

against others, and the material. Clamp moves can now be controlled using the new “Can Pop Up” 

option. Other enhancements include improved Post Processor support for clamps and fixtures, and a new 

menu to define the selection of alternate geometry.  

Nesting: The three major enhancements to this are Kit Nesting, where each part in the nest can be 

assigned a kit number, so that kits of parts can be nested to the same sheet; setting a No Nest Zone to a 

sheet will apply to all subsequent sheets; and the New Nesting Special Function (which only applies to 

the Vero Group Nester) prevents nesting into part apertures. 

BTL Translator: New functionality now allows components to be generated which are suitable for 

nesting, and includes the option to create a CSV file for all processed nesting parts to import into CAD 

to CAM, and Cabinet Door Manufacturing. In addition, there are several new processes, including a 

Notch/Rabbet, House, House Mortise and Dovetail Tenon.  

Part of the Vero Software Group, Alphacam is a leading CAM solution providing users with 

productivity, reliability and flexibility. Improving these attributes in any company helps increase 

profitability. Vero has direct offices in the UK, Italy, France, Japan, USA, Brazil, Netherlands and 

China, while supplying product to more than 45 countries through its wholly owned subsidiaries and 

reseller network.  
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Aras to Sponsor AIAG Lean Product Development Briefing 

20 March 2014 

 

Aras® announced that it will sponsor the 2014 AIAG Lean Product Development Briefing on March 

25th at the AIAG offices in Southfield, Michigan, USA. Information and registration at 

http://aras.com/plm/002382  

The Automotive Industry Action Group (AIAG) Lean Product Development Briefing is designed to be a 

highly interactive exchange between attendees, industry experts, OEMs, suppliers and solution 

providers. Business and technical automotive professionals from product engineering, design 

engineering, innovation, quality, manufacturing engineering and program management are encouraged 

to attend. Marc Lind, an Aras executive, will moderate the discussion panel on best practices for lean 

product development. 
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AVEVA Showcases Industrial Gaming Software for Increased Operational Safety and Efficiency 

21 March 2014 

 

AVEVA will be showcasing its industrial gaming software AVEVA Activity Visualisation Platform 

(AVEVA AVP) at the Fiatech Annual Technology Conference and Showcase, 31 March to 2 April, 

2014 at the Hyatt Huntington Beach Resort in California. AVEVA AVP transforms operator training by 

enabling users to create immersive, multi-person, interactive environments from an AVEVA 

Everything3D or AVEVA PDMS model, as well as from 3D models created in third party modeling 

software. AVEVA AVP increases capability and effectiveness in a wide range of productivity and safety 

use cases, such as facility familiarization, training and rehearsal of complex activities, emergency 

procedure evaluation and competency checks. 

“As a founding member of Fiatech, AVEVA is proud to be a Platinum Sponsor at this year’s Fiatech 

Technology Conference and Showcase,” said William Muldoon, Executive Vice President – North 

America, AVEVA and Board Member of Fiatech. “Fiatech offers a platform for Owner Operators, EPCs 

and other stakeholders to collaborate on ways to improve how we engineer, design, construct, operate 

and maintain capital projects. Fiatech drives important initiatives in our industry, such as interoperability 

standards and practical solutions for data exchange. These are important issues that matter to our 

customers and to AVEVA. This year, we are excited to demonstrate how AVEVA AVP offers a zero-

risk, low-cost route to maximum operator effectiveness. Fitting with this year’s theme of ‘Value Today 

– Advancing Tomorrow’, AVEVA AVP significantly advances today’s productivity while helping to 

create safer, more efficient assets for the future.” 

The AVEVA booth # 16 will be situated in the main exhibitor hall. The Information Governance session 

will be held on Tuesday, 1 April, 3:35pm - 4:45pm. AVEVA will host the CETI Awards Reception and 

Gala Dinner which honors the Celebration of Engineering and Technology Innovation. This takes place 

at 6:00pm on 1 April. Together with Arizona State University, AVEVA will also run the Young 

http://aras.com/plm/002382
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Professionals Workshop on Monday, 31 March, 8:00am to 12:00pm. 
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CimatronE 12 to be Previewed at Eurostampi 

20 March 2014 

 

Cimatron Limited announced today that the forthcoming newest version of its integrated CAD/CAM 

software, CimatronE 12, will be previewed at the MECSPE/Eurostampi trade show, March 27-29, 2014, 

in Parma, Italy. 

"Cimatron's tradition of excellence in reducing production time, optimizing results, and boosting 

automation, continues with the forthcoming release of CimatronE 12," said Mr Gianluca Renzi, 

Managing Director of Microsystem, Cimatron's Italian subsidiary. 

"The new software will provide major advancements across the entire tool creation process, from data 

import and design, right through to NC programming and machining. 

"For mold shops, CimatronE 12 will provide improvements such as dramatically simplified wedge and 

insert creation, blank size refit during electrode design, and more confident results with new cooling 

simulation, including a new tool for the analysis of conformal cooling systems, CimatronE's first 

solution for 3D printing. 

"For die shops, the software will feature simplified and quicker insert design for use in creating forming 

and bending punches, new blanking options, and engineering change order management for dies. 

"In NC programming, there will be major efficiencies in both rough and cleanup, simpler automated 

drill programming using fewer sequences, improved 5-axis continuous roughing and re-roughing, more 

accurate stock, and new machine display when defining a procedure. Project management and tracking 

have also been enhanced with a new NC Setup dialog and the new Job Manager. 

"The software will also support the Additive Manufacturing File (AMF) format, the new standard for 

converting 3D models into digital files for 3D printing and additive manufacturing. 

"I encourage visitors to Eurostampi to visit our booth for a preview of these and the many other 

advancements available in CimatronE 12." 

CimatronE 12 will be released officially in coming months, at which stage further details of new and 

enhanced CAD/CAM capabilities in the software will be made available. 
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Delcam to Show “Design for Manufacture” Options in PowerSHAPE at MACH  

19 March 2014 

 

Delcam will demonstrate how the “design for manufacture” options in its PowerSHAPE CAD software 

can rapidly convert product designs into tooling designs on stand 4011 at the MACH exhibition to be 

held at the NEC, Birmingham, from 7
th

 to 11
th

 April.  The software provides a powerful set of easy-to-

use tools to increase productivity for mouldmakers and other tooling designers through increased 

http://www.cimatron.com/
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automation and improved workflow.   

Full details, including video demonstrations of the new functionality and the option to download an 

evaluation version, are on http://lz.powershape.com. 

By offering a combination of solid modelling, surface modelling and direct modelling functionality, 

PowerSHAPE provides the most comprehensive range of design techniques available in a single CAD 

program.  Having all the different technologies in the same package reduces the need to transfer data 

between multiple programs and so streamlines the whole product development process.  At the same 

time, the combination of quick and easy direct modelling options, together with powerful and flexible 

surface modelling, makes PowerSHAPE the perfect choice for design for manufacture. 

The Solid Doctor in PowerSHAPE has offered quick and easy repair of imported data from other CAD 

systems for many years.  These capabilities have been enhanced recently with the addition of the Smart 

Feature Manager and the Smart Feature Selector.  PowerSHAPE can recognise a variety of solid features 

within imported “dumb” geometry, such as fillets, slots, bosses etc.  The Smart Feature Manager allows 

users to identify all these features within a solid in a single operation and so makes the analysis of the 

imported data easier and faster. The Smart Feature Selector then allows multiple similar features to be 

found and selected, regardless of where they appear in the model’s history tree. 

The software includes a set of filters so that all the features that fulfil specific criteria can be identified 

within the model.  For example, the Smart Feature Selector can find all the holes having the same, 

specified diameter, those having radii between two values, or those with less than a specified radius.  

Similarly, if a single feature is identified, all similar features can be selected with a single click.  

Creating groups of similar features in this way makes it easier to manage the feature tree. 

Once the particular group has been isolated, all the features within it can be suppressed or deleted 

simultaneously.  Groups of features can also be placed on layers or coloured so they can be recognised 

as a group within any of Delcam’s CAM programs, thus simplifying their manufacture. 

One common problem for tooling designers is finding fillets that are too small for successful filling of 

the mould.  The Smart Feature Selector can be used to identify all the fillets having radii less than a 

particular size so that they can be modified to more suitable values.  

Another common requirement for tooling design is adding draft surfaces and split surfaces to the model.  

These modifications and similar repetitive tasks have been made simpler through the addition of 

“Apply” buttons to all the surface-creation dialogs that allow multiple operations or operations on 

multiple surfaces without leaving the form.  Clicking the right mouse button has the same effect as 

pressing “Apply”, which further speeds up repetitive operations. 

The core/cavity separation wizard in PowerSHAPE has been a key option for toolmakers for many 

years.  This functionality has been rewritten to make it even faster and more effective.  It divides the 

solid model into core and cavity pieces that can then be separated dynamically using a simple slider. 

Any ambiguous faces can be assigned to the appropriate side, while any regions where slides or lifters 

might be required can be allocated to a completely new line of draw.  If required, individual faces can be 

split and then attached to the correct part of the tool.   

Throughout the process, clear graphical feedback, including undercut shading, highlights any potential 

moulding issues arising from the design so these can be corrected at an early stage in the mould design 

process. 

Another useful addition is a new “solid extrusion” tool that allows solids to be created from multiple 

nested curves in a single operation.  Any inner curves are extracted automatically from the solids to give 

http://lz.powershape.com/
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hollow shapes.  This option is ideal for creating embossed text, such as part numbers or product names, 

and similar complex-shaped features.  
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Final Lineup Announced for 2014 3DCIC 

19 March 2014 

 

Longview Advisors, organizers of the annual 3D Collaboration & Interoperability Congress (3DCIC), 

today announced its lineup of speakers for the 2014 event to be held May 28-30 in Colorado Springs, 

Colorado. 3DCIC (www.3dcic.com) is dedicated to fostering and improving collaboration and 

interoperability throughout the product lifecycle. 

The theme of 3DCIC 2014 is “Driving Product Development with Collaboration, Simulation, and 

Integration”. Executives have long understood that seamless integration of design, analysis/simulation, 

manufacturing, downstream operations and the supply chain is the key to effective global business. It’s 

the very foundation of the PLM vision. Making this work requires highly trained people, sharing 

information in efficient processes, supported by world-class technology. This will be a focus area of 3D 

CIC this year, especially between design-analysis/simulation and design-manufacturing. 

Conference organizers are pleased to announce that NAFEMS  (the International Association of the 

Engineering Modeling, Analysis and Simulation Community) will hold their North American bi-annual 

conference at 3DCIC 2014. In addition, the PDES Board of Directors will again hold their annual 

meeting at CIC this year, and the 3DPDF Consortium will be joining again for its third annual meeting. 

Now in its eleventh year, CIC is the only vendor-neutral event in the world addressing collaboration and 

interoperability in manufacturing and business communications. The three-day international event gives 

attendees a unique opportunity to network, learn and strategize with thought leaders from automotive, 

aerospace, heavy equipment, electronics industries, as well as with representatives from government and 

defense communities. 

Anyone interested in speaking at the event should send a proposed title, abstract (250-word maximum), 

and brief biography to David Prawel at Longview Advisors ( dprawel@longviewadvisors.com) by 

February 15, 2014. 

Presentations and audio from past events are freely available at the congress website, along with 

comments from past attendees, and a list of past attendees. 
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Hankook Delcam to have Largest Stand and Biggest CADCAM Range at SIMTOS 

17 March 2014 

 

Delcam’s Korean joint venture, Hankook Delcam will again have the largest stand of any CADCAM 

company at this year’s SIMTOS exhibition (Seoul International Machine Tool Show) to be held from 9
th

 

to 13
th

 April at the Kintex International Convention Center in Koyang City.  Hankook Delcam will 

demonstrate the full range of Delcam’s CADCAM software at the exhibition, including the company’s 

http://www.3dcic.com/agenda
http://www.3dcic.com/
http://www.nafems.org/
http://www.pdesinc.org/
http://www.3dpdfconsortium.org/
mailto:dprawel@longviewadvisors.com
http://www.3dcic.com/
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complete design to manufacturing suite and its specialist products for the footwear and healthcare 

industries. 

Hankook Delcam was founded as a joint venture between Delcam and company President Chan-Oong 

Jeong in 1990.  The company has subsequently dominated the CAM industry in Korea, especially in the 

tool and mouldmaking sectors.  It has also been successful in promoting Delcam’s design and inspection 

software in the country.  Hankook Delcam’s user meetings are recognised internationally as the largest 

in the CAM industry, with over 1,000 delegates attending each year. 

Hankook Delcam has won several awards for its work in improving and developing competiveness of 

Korea’s manufacturing industry and also for its support of the education of engineering students.  As 

well as supplying the latest CADCAM technology from Delcam, Hankook Delcam has developed the 

Hankook Delcam Automation Solution (HDAS), an automated system for CAM programming based on 

standardisation and optimisation of manufacturing processes.  It captures a company’s machining and 

manufacturing knowledge so that even inexperienced engineers can produce high-quality toolpaths.  

Automation with HDAS reduces CAM programming times dramatically, while transferring the 

machining experience of the company’s CAM experts to all of its programmers. 

One highlight at this year’s SIMTOS show will be Delcam’s unique Vortex high-efficiency area 

clearance strategy.  Following the initial introduction of Vortex in PowerMILL 2014 last September, it 

has now been added to the FeatureCAM, PartMaker and Delcam for SolidWorks CAM systems. 

Vortex gives the fastest safe metal removal from solid carbide tooling, in particular designs that give 

deeper cuts by using the full flute length as the cutting surface.  It can be used for two- and three-axis 

roughing, three-plus-two-axis area clearance and for rest machining.  It gives benefits when machining 

all types of materials, including titanium, tool steel and alloys such as Inconel. 

Vortex produces toolpaths with a controlled engagement angle and so maintains the optimum cutting 

conditions for the toolpath that would normally be possible only for the straight-line moves.  As a result, 

higher feed rates are possible so the cutting time will be shorter, while cutting will be undertaken at a 

more consistent volume-removal rate and at a constant feedrate, so protecting the machine.   

The constant feedrate achieved with Vortex is a fundamental difference from other high-speed roughing 

techniques.  Trials at Delcam have shown that this approach is more reliable as it can often be difficult 

to predict exactly how machine tools will react to changing feedrates. 

Vortex also uses a minimum radius parameter, calculated to make sure that the machine tool can keep up 

the cutting feedrate in corners and, more generally, for any non-straight part of the toolpath.  This makes 

the cutting process more predictable since the machine should run at the programmed feedrate 

throughout and not slow down in the way that it could on other kinds of area-clearance toolpath. 

The control of the engagement angle that is possible with the Vortex strategy also makes the 

performance of the tool more predictable because it is operating closer to the optimum cutting 

conditions associated with a straight-line cut.  This means that it is easier to adjust the feeds and speeds 

being used to machine a particular part such that a tool can be relied on to cut, for example, ten 

components before it needs to be changed.  A tool change can then be added into the program where 

appropriate so that lights-out machining can be undertaken safely and consistently on a long series of 

parts, either overnight or across a weekend. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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MAN Diesel & Turbo to Present on PLM Strategy at Aras ACE 2014 Conference 

18 March 2014 

 

Aras® today announced that MAN Diesel & Turbo will present at ACE 2014, the company’s annual 

global conference. Attendees will learn how MAN Diesel & Turbo is leveraging the Aras platform to go 

beyond traditional PDM to manage complex engine configurations and variants over a 30 year lifecycle 

across the extended enterprise to support manufacturing licensees, shipyards and vessel owner operators. 

ACE 2014 

April 29 - May 1 

Chicago, Illinois, USA 

Free to Attend - Registration Required 

Agenda and Registration: http://www.aras.com/ACE2014 

ACE 2014 brings together business and technology professionals from around the world to discuss, 

benchmark and collaborate on PLM best practices for addressing the growing complexity in global 

product development, manufacturing, quality and the supply chain. With its open, community-based 

format, ACE offers the ideal learning environment for companies looking to replace or expand an 

existing legacy PLM or PDM system. 

MAN Diesel & Turbo, a member of the MAN Group, is the world's market leader for large diesel 

engines for use in ships and power stations. With revenues exceeding €3.3 billion, the company is driven 

by 250 years of industrial history and experience and a workforce of more than 15,000 people at 100 

international locations. For more information please visit http://www.mandieselturbo.com/  

Conference Details, Speakers, Agenda and Free Registration at: http://www.aras.com/ACE2014 
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New WorkNC Release Premiers in Paris  

21 March 2014 

 

The new release of WorkNC from Vero Software is being premiered at the Paris Industrie 2014 

Exhibition. 

WorkNC V23 continues the development of finishing toolpaths, which was completely revised in the 

previous version. Nicolas Lepetit, CAD/CAM Development Manager says: “This development has 

continued by focusing on the precision and fluidity of cutter trajectories along with component finish 

quality of its Remachining toolpaths.” 

In addition, V23 optimises the machining environment by introducing a toolpath transition feature. This 

allows transitions between any toolpaths in the same project to be managed in WorkNC, giving the 

operator full control on the NC machine. Control is further enhanced by a new collision detection 

management module. 

Pre-CAM file processing is now five times faster, and memory requirements five times smaller. And for 

WorkNC CAD, modifications can now be made to the STL file during the preparation phase.   

A number of finished products machined with WorkNC will be on display at the booth, including a 

Spiderman head, a solar powered boat, and Audi A1 automotive components. 

http://www.aras.com/ACE2014
http://www.mandieselturbo.com/
http://www.aras.com/ACE2014
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With more than 25,000 buyers and opinion leaders expected at the exhibition between March 30 and 

April 4, WorkNC, Nicolas Lepetit says it is the ideal showcase to demonstrate how the software can 

enhance manufacturers’ competitiveness and industrial performance. “We will also be showing 

WorkXplore 3D V4, WorkNC Dental V4 and the new WorkPLAN Solution V5.”  

In addition, visitors to booth 5T85 at the biggest tradeshow in France, will see live machining 

demonstrations of the WorkNC Robot module driving a Staubli TX90 Robot to polish a steel part.      

The Robot module, which was launched last year, is designed to control robots, offering important cost 

reductions when machining large parts. This is achieved through rapid toolpath programming as well as 

eliminating time-consuming learning cycles, commonly associated with these machines. All WorkNC 

toolpaths can be deployed for machining, hardening, welding and polishing operations with a robot, and 

the kinematics are immediately verified by the module’s dedicated simulation, guaranteeing collision-

free programs. 
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Radan Unveils Quoting Software at MACH 

20 March 2014 

 

Radan will be demonstrating at the forthcoming MACH Exhibition that it is becoming much more than 

the world’s most powerful sheetmetal CAD/CAM system, in isolation.  

As well as detailing the wide range of new and enhanced functionality in its 2014 release, Radan, from 

Vero Software, is previewing another of its developing logistics modules. 

Radan will launch its universal quoting software, Radquote, on stand 4361 in Hall 4 at the NEC in 

Birmingham, between April 7 - 11. This new module generates quotes for sheet metal, tube, bar and 

purchased parts. It provides a full breakdown of costs, and allows each cost area to be altered, giving 

complete flexibility when negotiating. It integrates seamlessly into Radan’s manufacturing solutions. 

Sales and Major Accounts Manager Kevin O’Connor says visitors will also see there is something new 

for every type of Radan user in the latest release, 2014, whether they are profiling customers, punching, 

3D or 2D.  

The latest software version incorporates a host of new and enhanced functionality including 3D 

workflow improvements, safety measures to prevent tipping on flat-bed lasers, along with strides in 

common cutting on punches, and support for cluster and asymmetric wheel tools.  

Simulation and time calculation have improved considerably, by being moved away from NC 

verification to the area where sequences are defined. “Whether a defined sequence is used automatically, 

manually or interactively, the simulation now comes from there. In previous releases, the user had 

access to far less information than the software actually holds about the tools, the machine and the 

accelerations that are possible. Changing the location of these two functions means that every machine 

tool using the simulator benefits from the improved graphics, increased feedback and overall knowledge 

that the sequence mode has.”  

Enhancements to 3D Workflow dramatically reduce the time taken to get parts to the nest. Previously 

several manual steps were required including unfolding the model, saving as a part and adding the right 

quantity to the schedule. Now all sheet metal, whether single or assemblies, is unfolded and added to the 

nest area automatically. This reduces the number of mouse clicks for single parts from around 26, down 
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to just three or four. “This gives a massive time saving, while also reducing the possibility of errors.” 

Support for cluster tools means they can now simply be added to the master tool file, and Radan 

automatically ensures the best arrangements of cluster tools to punch a specific pattern. “Automatic 

tooling recognises the geometry and applies the right tool or combination of tools to punch pattern.”   

And there are similar enhancements for asymmetric wheel tools as they are becoming more popular in 

offering alternative strategies to secondary operations for both cutting and forming. “As soon as you 

purchase a wheel tool you can now look it up in Radan, add it to your master tool file, and everything is 

then set up for it, including graphical feedback when it’s applied.” 

Scrap internal profiles:  This safety measure has been introduced to avoid head collisions on flat-bed 

lasers, and is achieved by cutting profiles that are in danger of tipping, into smaller pieces before cutting 

the final shape. Instead of cutting it in one go, Radan now cuts a grid across it first, and the small parts 

of the grid simply fall away when the final profile is cut.   

Part of the Vero Software Group, Radan is an industry leader in the world of sheet metal fabrication, 

providing solutions for the design and manufacture (punching, profiling, nesting and bending) of sheet 

metal products, where efficiency and material utilisation are a top priority. Improving these attributes in 

any company helps increase profitability. Vero has direct offices in the UK, Italy, France, Japan, USA, 

Brazil, Netherlands and China, while supplying product to more than 45 countries through its wholly 

owned subsidiaries and reseller network.  
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SolidCAM France to Exhibit SolidCAM’s patented iMachining Technology at INDUSTRIE PARIS 

2014 

18 March 2014 

 

SolidCAM France will be exhibiting on stands 5-U82 and 5-J84 at the largest manufacturing 

technologies event in France – INDUSTRIE PARIS 2014 at Paris-Nord Villepinte, 31
st
 March - 4

th
 April 

2014. Over five days, this outstanding biennial event will welcome more than 25,000 visitors wishing to 

find the most innovative manufacturing technologies available today.  

SolidCAM France will be demonstrating its full suite of SolidCAM CAD/CAM products for 2.5D 

Milling, HSS, 3D HSM, Simultaneous 5-Axis Milling, iMachining 2D & 3D, Turning, Advanced Mill-

Turn for multi-turret and multi-spindle machines, as well as the Solid Probe module. 

At the show, SolidCAM is partnering with the Hoffmann Group on their stand 5-J84, where visitors will 

be able to see live cutting using SolidCAM’s unique, patented and revolutionary iMachining technology.  

SolidCAM's iMachining technology saves 70% in CNC machining time and more, and extends tool life 

dramatically. The unique Technology Wizard, provides optimal feeds and speeds, taking into account 

the toolpath, stock and tool material and machine specifications.  

SolidCAM with iMachining is the only CAM system that takes out the guesswork from defining the 

cutting conditions and provides automatically the optimum values for cutting.  

iMachining provides unprecedented savings and increased efficiency for CNC milling operations, 

translating into profits and success. All of SolidCAM customers worldwide, who have invested in 

iMachining, are enjoying these immense savings!  

http://www.hoffmann-group.com/fr/accueil.html
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During each day of the show, SolidCAM France will run live cutting demonstrations using work-

holding and cutting tools provided by the Hoffmann Group and a Samsung SMEC LCV500 Vertical 

Machining Centre, provided by ROSILIO Machines Outils. The live cutting will fully demonstrate the 

70% savings which are possible with iMachining, enabling machine shops to see for themselves how it 

can make them more productive and profitable. 

Visitors will have the opportunity to talk to SolidCAM France’s Certified Application Engineers about 

the latest innovations in SolidCAM2014, which has more than 100 new enhancements across its 

modules and pushes the boundaries of CAM technology.  
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Financial News 

Building and Infrastructure Industry Customers Surge to Autodesk in Fourth Quarter 

20 March 2014 

 

In the fiscal quarter ended Jan. 31, Autodesk, Inc. closed dozens of new and expanded deals in the 

architecture, engineering, construction and infrastructure industries. As adoption of Building 

Information Modeling (BIM) accelerates around the globe, firms in the building and infrastructure 

industries are increasingly subscribing to Autodesk's software solutions. 

In the Architecture, Engineering and Construction (AEC) industries, Autodesk had strong fourth quarter 

to close out a record year with revenue for its AEC product Suites growing 32 percent year-over-year. 

The company booked a significant number of million dollar plus transactions, including the largest in 

Autodesk’s history. Autodesk BIM 360, cloud and mobile services for construction management and 

jobsite execution, saw especially strong customer uptake and has become one of the company’s fastest-

growing products ever. 

“As architecture firms, contractors and engineering firms are realizing the true power of Building 

Information Modeling to improve just about every aspect of the design and construction process, 

customers of our BIM solutions are driving massive gains in productivity through reduced errors, 

rework and cost. In particular, our cloud and mobile services are seeing a surge of demand because they 

help make the value of BIM available anywhere, anytime, from the office to the jobsite,” said Amar 

Hanspal, senior vice president of Autodesk's Information Modeling and Platform Group. 

New or expanded deals to provide Autodesk BIM solutions to architecture practices, engineering firms 

and contractors as well as building and infrastructure asset owners, include AECOM, Black & Veatch 

Corporation, China Communications Construction Company (CCCC), Fluor, HDR Engineering, Qatar 

Rail and PCL Construction, among many others. 

Turner Construction Company, one of the largest construction firms in North America, is a customer 

that has seen great benefit from Autodesk BIM solutions, notably including its use of BIM 360 on an 

Oakland International Airport renovation project. “Autodesk BIM 360 Glue is not just visualization. It 

supports information collaboration and has improved our efficiency,” says Lincoln Wood, of Turner 

Construction Company. “The mobile app is the next horizon of coordination and communication with 

the field. As a contractor, I think the field is in a position to really leverage this technology in exciting 

ways.” 

http://www.hoffmann-group.com/fr/accueil.html
http://www.samsungmachinetools.com/
http://www.rosilio.fr/fr/index.php
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpr-autodesk&esheet=50828499&newsitemid=20140320005411&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc.&index=1&md5=14768d21cd2ed3207fefcc345d992064
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fsolutions%2Fbuilding-information-modeling%2Foverview&esheet=50828499&newsitemid=20140320005411&lan=en-US&anchor=Building+Information+Modeling&index=2&md5=069a80b3c76ebae4f265b574426aa60d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fsolutions%2Fbuilding-information-modeling%2Foverview&esheet=50828499&newsitemid=20140320005411&lan=en-US&anchor=Building+Information+Modeling&index=2&md5=069a80b3c76ebae4f265b574426aa60d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fproducts%2Fbim-360%2Foverview&esheet=50828499&newsitemid=20140320005411&lan=en-US&anchor=BIM+360&index=3&md5=002cdbe2720d90155e935ae11ebe6505
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In January, the European Union issued a directive to its 28 member states recommending the use of BIM 

on public works projects. That move follows other BIM mandates of varying scope in countries 

including Australia, Brazil, China, Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Singapore, 

United Kingdom and United States. 

Contractors have now surpassed architects as the fastest growing adopters of BIM. Over the next two 

years, contractors expect the percentage of their work that involves BIM to increase by 50 percent on 

average, according to the 2014 McGraw Hill Construction Smart Market Reportcovering construction in 

major global markets. 

“There are strong tailwinds behind BIM around the globe, and Autodesk is at the forefront of this 

business process transformation, helping our customers realize the full potential of BIM to collaborate, 

simulate, visualize and optimize project outcomes,” added Hanspal, senior vice president of Autodesk's 

Information Modeling and Platform Group. “We are working tirelessly to provide the tools and services 

that enable our customers to radically improve how buildings and infrastructure are designed and built, 

and our customers are clearly responding.” 
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Oracle Reports GAAP EPS up 8% to 56 cents, Non-GAAP EPS up 5% to 68 cents 

20 March 2014 

 

Oracle Corporation announced that fiscal 2014 Q3 total revenues were up 4% to $9.3 billion. New 

software licenses and cloud software subscriptions revenues were up 4% to $2.4 billion. Software 

license updates and product support revenues were up 5% to $4.6 billion. Hardware systems products 

revenues were up 8% to $725 million. GAAP operating income was up 7% to $3.6 billion and the 

GAAP operating margin was 38%. Non-GAAP operating income was up 5% to $4.4 billion, and the 

non-GAAP operating margin was 47%. GAAP net income was up 2% to $2.6 billion, while non-GAAP 

net income was unchanged at $3.1 billion. GAAP earnings per share were up 8% to $0.56, while non-

GAAP earnings per share were up 5% to $0.68. GAAP operating cash flow on a trailing twelve-month 

basis was up 10% to $15 billion. 

Without the impact of the US dollar strengthening compared to foreign currencies, Oracle’s reported Q3 

GAAP earnings per share would have been up 10% and non-GAAP earnings per share would have been 

up 7%. In addition, GAAP and non-GAAP earnings per share both include a non-operating $0.02 per 

share loss this quarter as a result of exchange rate changes in Venezuela as compared to $0.01 last year. 

Excluding the impact of the US dollar strengthening compared to foreign currencies and excluding 

Venezuela’s exchange loss impact on both reporting periods, Oracle’s reported Q3 GAAP earnings per 

share would have been $0.59, up 12%, and non-GAAP earnings per share would have been $0.71, up 

8%. GAAP and non-GAAP total revenues also would have been up 6%. GAAP new software licenses 

and cloud software subscriptions revenues would have been up 6% and non-GAAP new software 

licenses and cloud software subscriptions revenues would have been up 5%. Hardware systems product 

revenues would have been up 10%. 

“In constant currency, our Cloud Software Subscriptions revenues grew 25% and our Engineered 

Systems revenue grew more than 30% in the quarter,” said Oracle President and CFO, Safra Catz. 

“Oracle Cloud Applications and Engineered Systems are both rapidly growing, billion dollar run-rate 

businesses. Those two high-growth businesses helped us deliver record year-to-date operating cash flow, 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fautode.sk%2F1f80k3Q&esheet=50828499&newsitemid=20140320005411&lan=en-US&anchor=2014+McGraw+Hill+Construction+Smart+Market+Report&index=4&md5=71416ed9c5511304bec6482b86c661a0
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and a record $15 billion of operating cash flow over the past twelve months.” 

“Sales of Oracle’s Cloud Applications accelerated sharply in the quarter with bookings growth of over 

60%,” said Oracle President Mark Hurd. “Our quarterly Cloud Application revenue is now approaching 

$300 million. All of our strategic Cloud Application Suites, including Fusion Enterprise Resource 

Planning, Fusion Human Capital Management and Fusion Customer Experience, posted triple-digit 

revenue growth.” 

“Oracle’s Engineered Server Systems, including Exadata and SPARC SuperClusters, achieved over a 

30% constant currency growth rate in the quarter, while throughout the industry traditional high-end 

server product lines are in steep decline,” said Oracle CEO, Larry Ellison. “Our Engineered Systems 

business is growing rapidly for the same fundamental reason that our Cloud Applications business is 

growing rapidly. In both cases, customers want us to integrate the hardware and software and make it 

work together, so they don’t have to.” 

The Board of Directors declared a quarterly cash dividend of $0.12 per share of outstanding common 

stock. This dividend will be paid to stockholders of record as of the close of business on April 8, 2014, 

with a payment date of April 29, 2014. 
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SAP Recommends a Dividend of €1.00 per Share – Year-Over-Year Increase of 18% 

21 March 2014 

 

The Executive Board and the Supervisory Board of SAP AG recommend that shareholders approve a 

dividend of €1.00 per share for the fiscal year 2013 at the Annual General Meeting of Shareholders. This 

represents a year-over-year increase of €0.15, or 18% compared to last year’s dividend of €0.85. If the 

shareholders approve this recommendation, the total amount of dividends to be distributed will be 

approximately €1.2 billion (2012: €1.0 billion), representing a pay-out ratio of 36% (2012: 36%).  

“We believe our shareholders should benefit from SAP’s continued profitable growth in 2013,” said 

Werner Brandt, CFO of SAP. “The pay-out ratio remains stable at 36% leading to a dividend increase by 

18% which demonstrates SAP’s commitment to our shareholder base.” 

The Executive Board and the Supervisory Board also recommend that the shareholders approve the 

conversion of the legal form of the company into a European Company (Societas Europaea, SE). With 

the conversion into an SE, the shareholders of SAP AG will automatically become shareholders of SAP 

SE. Shareholders’ rights will remain unchanged. 

The Supervisory Board also decided to propose to the shareholders that Jim Hagemann Snabe, who will 

step down from the SAP Executive Board as co-CEO upon the conclusion of the Annual General 

Meeting of Shareholders, stand as a candidate for election to the Supervisory Board of SAP SE. This 

proposal is supported by more than 25% of the voting stock, therefore the two year “cooling off period” 

required by the German Stock Corporation Act is not necessary. 

The Annual General Meeting of Shareholders is scheduled for May 21, 2014 in Mannheim, Germany. 

The 2013 fiscal year dividend is scheduled to be paid on or after May 22, 2014. 

Note to holders of SAP ADRs (American Depositary Receipts): One SAP ADR represents one SAP AG 
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share. The final dividend amount per ADR is dependent upon the euro/US dollar exchange rate. Since 

SAP AG pays cash dividends on the ordinary shares in euro, the exchange rate fluctuations will affect 

the US dollar amounts received by holders of ADRs. The final dividend payment by SAP AG to the 

depositary bank is scheduled for May 22, 2014. The depositary bank will then convert the dividend 

payment from euro into US-dollars as promptly as practicable. 
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Implementation Investments 

Autodesk Technology and Services to Aid Construction of Qatar’s Integrated Railway Network 

20 March 2014 

 

Autodesk, Inc. today announced that Qatar Rail has awarded a Building Information Modeling (BIM) 

services contract to the company in Qatar. Autodesk will provide BIM implementation, consultancy and 

advisory services to Qatar Rail towards the construction of a modern integrated railway network in the 

country. This agreement was formalized at a signing ceremony in Doha attended by Eng. Saad Ahmed 

Al Muhannadi, Chief Executive Officer of Qatar Rail and Mr. Callan Carpenter, Vice President of 

Global Services, Autodesk. 

Qatar Rail is responsible for the design, construction, commissioning, operation and maintenance of the 

entire rail network and systems within Qatar. Its scope of work is driven directly from the Qatar 

National Vision as the country aims to sustain its development and provide a high standard of living for 

its people by 2030. Qatar Rail chose Autodesk’s BIM solutions and expertise as part of its commitment 

to employ world-class technologies as it acts on its vision to deliver many high-profile and 

technologically groundbreaking railway infrastructure projects. Autodesk’s consulting team will support 

Qatar Rail on the implementation of BIM technologies and practices to help decrease the overall time 

and costs of railway projects by minimizing rework and miscommunication, providing more actionable 

insight into projects, and helping accelerate decision-making earlier into the project lifecycle. 

Over the next three years, Qatar Rail will employ several services offered by Autodesk starting with the 

company’s expertise on BIM standards, quality control and integration across organizations. Autodesk 

will also implement a technology platform within Qatar Rail to train, support and collaborate with the 

company’s assigned staff for the railway project. Additionally, Autodesk will outline specific BIM 

standards and processes for the railway project that will serve as the foundation for BIM requirements 

and as a starting point for BIM implementations for future contracts. 

“A rigorous BIM process implementation has the potential to deliver tremendous benefits to the 

owner/operators of national infrastructure projects like Qatar Rail, from the design phase, through 

construction, commissioning and ongoing operations. Autodesk is very pleased to be Qatar Rail’s 

chosen partner for achieving these benefits. Qatar’s adoption of BIM demonstrates its commitment to 

the very best technology when it comes to implementing their national vision for Qatar 

2030,” said Callan Carpenter, Vice President, Global Services, Autodesk. 

“We are excited to support Qatar Rail in its endeavor to develop a world-class railway infrastructure 

network in the country. Adopting modern BIM technology in public infrastructure projects will help 

reduce conflicts and changes in plans, improve project quality and ensure better predictability of project 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com&esheet=50828505&newsitemid=20140320005395&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc.&index=1&md5=90eddbc026a82260414c54f9f1baa75f
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2FBIM&esheet=50828505&newsitemid=20140320005395&lan=en-US&anchor=Building+Information+Modeling&index=2&md5=2275d1947d9485593e465fcea921670e
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outcomes. As a pioneer of BIM solutions, Autodesk is ready to support Qatar Rail in project delivery 

and implementation,” said Louay Dahmash, Head, Autodesk Middle East. 

According to a recent report by MEED, the current value of civil construction projects in Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) countries is estimated at US$1.3 trillion, with US$935 billion in execution 

including long-term megaprojects, US$81 billion out to tender, US$211 billion in design phases and 

US$136 billion under study. Autodesk BIM technologies can play a major role in creating, managing 

and executing projects of such scale and size. BIM is an intelligent model-centric process that enables 

more accurate, accessible and actionable insight for creating and managing infrastructure projects faster, 

more economically, and with less environmental impact. 
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CNRS Uses MSC Software's Marc Nonlinear FEA to Simulate Hydroforming of Optical Mirrors 

dedicated to Astronomy Instrumentation 

18 March 2014  

 

MSC Software Corporation today announced that researchers at the Laboratoire d'Astrophysique de 

Marseille (one of the public institute in astrophysics of the French National Center for Scientific 

Research) are using MSC Software's Marc Nonlinear FEA software to simulate a new process that 

involves the use of hydroforming to reach extreme optical mirror shapes, necessary for the next 

generation of astronomical telescopes and instruments, and to reduce the cost and lead time of producing 

freeform mirrors. 

"We selected Marc to analyze the hydroforming process because the software has demonstrated the 

ability to provide accurate results in problems involving complex nonlinear changes in geometry and 

materials properties," said Zalpha Challita, in post-doctoral position at CNRS-LAM. "Marc 

demonstrated the ability to accurately model the hydroforming process and will be used extensively 

going forward." 

Freeform mirror surfaces - surfaces with a shape more complex than a symmetrical conventional mirror 

surface (as for example, sphere, parabola, hyperbola, etc.) -- offer substantial benefits by providing 

additional degrees of freedom that make it possible to improve the optical performances of the 

instrument, reducing the overall instrument mass and size. The hydroforming technique deforms the 

material to its final form, thanks to the contact with a specific mold shape, in a single step by applying a 

fluid at high pressure on the optical surface. This method also has the potential to produce a higher 

quality surface because it eliminates the need for a mechanical tool to contact the mirror surface. 

The hydroforming process is difficult to design and optimize because the mirror undergoes plastic 

deformation to provide a freeform optical surface. Finite Element Analysis (FEA) was performed 

with Marc to quantify the residual errors after the hydroforming process and to optimize the system. The 

capabilities of Marc in fine tuning optimization allow it to match the experimental results according to 

the error budget of a few micrometers authorized in astronomical optics. 
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Dematic to Leverage aPriori to Manage Product Costs 

19 March 2014 

 

aPriori announced that Dematic, a supplier of automated logistics and material handling systems, will 

leverage its software to control new product costs by providing real-time insight to cost projections in 

design and sourcing.  

Dematic designs, builds and supports logistics solutions that optimize material and information flow - 

from receiving to shipping. It offers a consultative and holistic engineering approach that drives the 

development of non-biased, data-driven logistics solutions that optimize the user's supply chain. A 

typical Dematic solution is built around process improvements, material handling technology, and 

software. System configurations may be manually operated, mechanized or automated.  

Katie Wierengo, Dematic senior vice president, supply chain stated, “By leveraging the aPriori platform, 

Dematic will manage costs for our automated technology solutions. The software will provide our 

engineering and strategic sourcing professionals with real-time cost feedback on 3D computer-aided 

designs (CAD) and continuous visibility into product cost performance as designs develop and change.“  

The aPriori software leverages CAD and intelligent cost models to quickly and automatically generate 

detailed manufacturing analysis and cost estimates that quantify the impact of changes to product 

design, materials, manufacturing processes, volumes and location in real time. The software also enables 

users to leverage product cost data hosted in other critical enterprise applications to communicate 

product cost information between all functional organizations involved in product definition and 

delivery. This includes the import of complex engineering Bills of Materials (BOMs) from ERP, PLM 

or other enterprise applications.  

“aPriori is pleased to have been selected by Dematic to support their work in optimizing product design 

and manufacturing process time,” said Stephanie Feraday, president and CEO of aPriori.  
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Multiquip Inc., a Leading Power Generator Manufacturer Chooses Exa's Simulations to Develop 

Quieter, More Efficient Generators  

19 March 2014 

 

Multiquip, the manufacturer of MQ Power
®
 generators recently chose Exa

®
 Corporation to help them 

evaluate and reduce noise propagation from their containerized power generators. Using Exa's 

aeroacoustic and aerodynamic highly accurate simulations, Multiquip engineers were able to evaluate 

and optimize their generator design. 

In the design of housing for large equipment there is always a tradeoff between ventilation and noise. 

The Multiquip team quickly discovered Exa's suite of products could not only accurately simulate the 

container acoustics, including the modeling of absorbing materials, but also help the designers make 

them more efficient through combined aerodynamic and aeroacoustic simulations and virtual design 

optimization. Multiquip ran numerous fully complex, transient simulations that included the generator's 

rotating fan. Initial simulation results quickly confirmed Exa's accuracy. Torsten Erbel, Multiquip Vice 

President of Product Management, Engineering and Customer Support remarked, "Exa's noise prediction 

validation data correlated within two decibels of our experimental data. After the initial validation runs, 
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we had complete confidence in their solutions." 

Noise propagation to the outside from all sides of Multiquip's 1000kW Containerized Power Generators 

had historically been measured with outdoor testing using physical prototypes — an expensive, error-

prone and time consuming solution. Exa's application engineers worked with Multiquip to evaluate both 

far field acoustics (distance) as well as noise within the container itself. Using Exa PowerFLOW
®
 and 

PowerACOUSTICS
®
, engineers carefully measured, analyzed and eventually optimized individual 

component designs exclusively through simulation. "Although noise attenuation of the container was the 

primary concern of this project, airflow patterns and noise generated by the fan were very important to 

us. A lot of companies are doing noise analysis prediction, but Exa has a unique advantage in offering 

combined noise and flow analysis simultaneously — a true cost savings for the manufacturer," remarked 

Pat Weaver, Multiquip Senior Engineer. 

Multiquip has done additional evaluations on the performance of new acoustic insulation materials. 

These include extensive louver design optimizations to balance exterior noise reduction while 

maintaining proper cooling airflow, and exhaust noise modeling. Exa has also analyzed Multiquip's new 

1500kW container and the results indicate a significant noise reduction. Weaver stated, "We are pleased 

to have a solution that addresses the power generation market needs so well." 
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PTC Service Lifecycle Management Solution Supports Fujitsu's PC Service Parts Management 

19 March 2014 

 

PTC announced that Fujitsu Limited has adopted the PTC Service Parts Management solution to 

optimize its service parts management process. The PTC solution will enable Fujitsu to improve the 

performance of its service parts function and reduce unnecessary inventory.  

Today, Fujitsu's locations in and outside of Japan use and manage personal computer service parts 

differently with different process maturity levels. The lack of a standardized process prevents Fujitsu 

from accurately forecasting demand, stabilizing inventory, and fulfilling parts shipment requests on a 

timely basis. Fujitsu selected the PTC Service Parts Management solution to achieve a consistent 

domestic and overseas planning process, centrally manage its parts inventory, and implement standard 

operational processes around the world.  

According to a report by leading industry analyst firm the Aberdeen Group, (Service Parts Management 

2013: Align Planning and Forecasting with Efficient Resolution) "the efficient management of service 

parts has become a strategic business operation which can drive not only operational efficiencies but 

also revenues and customer value." The report further states that "in order to provide increased visibility 

and improved alignment between forecasts and service needs, top performing organizations have 

implemented strategies to both automate key processes and increase collaboration amongst the overall 

organization and service."  

"Optimizing our service parts management process will support Fujitsu's efforts to handle parts 

appropriately to deliver greater value to customers," said Yukihiro Taguchi, Senior Director, Repair 

Service Business Division, Personal System Business Unit, Fujitsu Limited. "The PTC Service Parts 

Management solution will enable Fujitsu to more accurately forecast inventory across our various 

http://www.ptc.com/apps/corporate-videos/video/Corporate-Videos/-2123317325/PTC-Product-Service-Advantage/1872152666001
http://www.servigistics.com/solutions/service-parts-management/
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locations, increasing our ability to quickly, flexibly, and proactively respond to customer needs and 

changing market demands, in addition to reducing service parts inventory."  

The Aberdeen Group research cites (1) inventory visibility and (2) balancing inventory across all 

stocking locations as two of the biggest challenges for overall service parts management. The PTC 

Service Parts Management solution provides advanced parts forecasting, multi-echelon inventory 

optimization, and constraint-based distribution to help manufacturers manage a global service supply 

network and improve customer service while reducing operational cost and inventory investment. 

"Visionary organizations such as Fujitsu realize that improvements in their service parts operations 

significantly reduces costs, improves customer satisfaction, and serves as a key building block in a 

comprehensive Service Lifecycle Management (SLM) strategy," said Lee Smith, Divisional Vice 

President and General Manager, PTC Service Lifecycle Management. 
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SEGULA Technologies Adopts Altair's Software Asset Optimization (SAO) Solution  

20 March 2014 

 

Altair today announced that SEGULA Technologies, a long-time Altair HyperWorks® customer, has 

adopted Altair's software asset optimization (SAO) solution. It is used at SEGULA Technologies to 

monitor and optimize the daily usage of commercial computer-aided engineering (CAE) and computer-

aided design (CAD) software licenses. It helps to control and consolidate software expenses across the 

enterprise and supports sound decision making on new software acquisitions and license renewals. 

Altair's SAO solution enables information technology (IT) and management teams to easily and 

efficiently assess the actual software usage of procured software licenses within the company. Usage 

analysis provides useful information to make appropriate and sound decisions concerning capacity 

planning, acquisitions of new licenses or right-sizing existing contracts. As a rapidly deployed packaged 

analytics solution, SAO supports popular license server management systems, including FLEXLM, 

FlexNet, LUM, LM-X, and many more. Based on information collected from all enabled vendor license 

servers, SAO generates consistent, on-demand reports about software usage for the enterprise IT 

landscape. SAO comes standard with interactive dashboards to visualize key metrics and trends and 

generate critical alert notifications via email and text message. 

"We are very pleased with Altair's SAO solution. It enables us to oversee our software inventory and 

usage, providing detailed information on utilization trends and behaviors based on real data. This makes 

software procurement and allocation decisions more objective," said Christophe Guilloteau, IT Manager 

for calculation software at SEGULA Technologies. "We have had a very good relationship with Altair 

for many years and also use their CAE tools in our development processes. After evaluating several 

SAO options within a benchmark exercise, we chose Altair's SAO to monitor and optimize our software 

usage because it is affordable and offers the best solution for our needs." 

"It is becoming increasingly important to monitor and optimize software usage," said Mauro 

Guglielminotti, Country Manager, Altair Southern Europe. "A large engineering service provider like 

SEGULA Technologies uses many different software tools from a variety of vendors. Altair SAO 

enables companies, managers, and IT departments to consolidate costs and maximize the return on 

http://globalmessaging2.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7681015&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tLw%3D%3D
http://globalmessaging2.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7681015&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJoeXBlcndvcmtzLmNvbS8%3D
http://globalmessaging2.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7681015&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5oaXF1YmUuY29tLyhTKGp4Y3oyYmRjejJ4cGt1czRrdnBkcmQzbykpL25hdmln%0AYXRpb24uYXNweD90b3BfbmF2PURpc2NvdmVyX1NvbHV0aW9ucyZzZWNfbmF2PVByb2R1Y3RfU2hv%0Ad2Nhc2UmaXRlbV9uYW1lPVNvZnR3YXJlX0Fzc2V0X09wdGltaXphdGlvbg%3D%3D
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investment for commercial design and development software tools." 
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Product News 

Altium Partners with Octopart in Developer Program for Altium Designer 

21 March 2014 

 

Altium Limited announces a third party developer partnership with Octopart, a well known provider of 

an electronic parts search engine used by hundreds of thousands of engineers to find and compare parts 

across different manufacturers and distributors. 

Around 70-80% of the life cycle cost for a new product is a direct result of decisions made during the 

design phase. This is because designers are creating a blueprint for everyone else to follow and is the 

reason why it is very important to have the right information to make prudent decisions early in the 

design process. Octopart aggregates and normalizes component data from a growing number of sources 

providing the most complete and easy-to-use component search for designers covering component 

search, selection and supply chain needs. 

"We're excited to find in Altium a partner that shares our vision of opening up electronic part data to the 

world," said Sam Wurzel, CEO of Octopart. "Finding parts is half the battle in the design process. This 

is a natural fit and we can't wait to empower design engineers building the next generation of hardware." 

As a first result of the joint activities with Octopart, every Altium Designer user on a current license will 

get access to a brand new Altium Designer extension, providing immediate and superfast access to 

electronic components from 200+ distributors. This will enable every Altium Designer user to search the 

extensive catalog of component suppliers and distributors from Octopart from inside Altium Designer’s 

schematic editor, early in the design development process. 

The Octopart extension for Altium Designer allows users to search for information from a large number 

of additional distributors. As an integral part of Altium Designer’s “Design to Cost” solution, 

information from suppliers like Digikey, Farnell, Arrow, Allied, Newark, Mouser or TME is built into 

the tool. Further background about the positive Impact of Supply Chain Visibility on Design-to-Cost, is 

available from this white paper. 

Pricing and Availability The Octopart extension for Altium Designer is available for Altium 

Subscription customers immediately at no extra cost. For more information, visit blog. 
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AMC Bridge announces new CAD Viewer for Android 

20 March 2014 

 

The new CAD viewer for Android, called “ViewER”, supports openNurbs (3DM) and Wavefront (OBJ) 

http://www.altium.com/
http://octopart.com/
http://www.altium.com/en/products/altium-designer/extensions
http://altium.com/resources/PDFs/WhitePaper_The_Positive_Impact_of_Supply_Chain_Visibility_on_Design_to_Cost.pdf
http://blog.live.altium.com/#Blogs/octopart-extension-release
http://amcbridge.com/?q=ViewER
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formats for rendering 3D CAD models. The product is free and may be downloaded from Google Play 

Store at: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.amcbridge.viewer 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Autodesk Announces 2015 3D Animation Software 

19 March 2014 

 

Autodesk, Inc. unveiled the 2015 versions of its popular 3D animations tools: Autodesk 3ds Max, Maya, 

MotionBuilder, Mudbox, Softimage, and the newest addition to the lineup, Maya LT, a 3D animation 

and modeling tool for professional indie game makers. Autodesk also announced the availability of the 

2015 Entertainment Creation Suite for 3D animation and visual effects. 

“Our strongest releases in many years, the 2015 versions put more creative power back into the hands of 

the artists,” said Chris Bradshaw, senior vice president, Media & Entertainment at Autodesk. “To 

achieve this, we redesigned core parts of our applications focusing on performance, ease-of-use and 

innovative new tools like Bifrost that make it simpler to do complex tasks. Whether our users are 

creating effects for a movie blockbuster, a game for one of the new consoles or developing a mobile app, 

the 2015 versions allow artists to focus on what they do best – storytelling.” 

Creating animation today is increasingly complex as consumer demand for bigger, better, more 

sophisticated computer graphics (CG) continues to rise. Autodesk 2015 animation software aims to 

provide the right tools for a 3D animation project. Every animation product has updates to enable artists 

to better manage complex projects and large data sets, while helping stay on schedule and on budget. 

Artists now have access to a variety of features ranging from high fidelity interactive viewports, “a what 

you see is what you get” work environment and single-click, cross-product workflows and ability to use 

low-cost consumer devices to capture body movements. 

Beta testers have been impressed with the new capabilities and the focus on improving everyday tasks 

for artists. “There are substantial, relevant and exciting enhancements across all of Maya,” shares 

Clinton Downs, Head of CG, Method Studios. “From a personal perspective, I've used Maya since the 

beta (1997), and these enhancements feel like the type of leap we've only seen once, maybe twice 

before.” 

Ushering in the new era in 3D animation production 

Highlights of the 2015 releases are: 

 Autodesk Maya 2015 software adds new capabilities to the toolset such as the new Bifrost 

procedural effects platform which provides an extensible, artist-friendly workflow for complex 

simulation and rendering tasks, initially applied to near photorealistic liquids; XGen Arbitrary 

Primitive Generator for the easy creation of richly detailed geometry such as hair, fur, and 

foliage; Geodesic Voxel Binding method for skinning characters; ShaderFX, a new node-based 

visual interface for shader programing; support for Pixar’s OpenSubdiv libraries; enhanced 

polygon modeling tools; and expanded UV options; 

 Autodesk 3ds Max 2015 software has been extended and redesigned to help improve 

performance, ease-of-use and management of complex scenes. New in 2015 is ShaderFX, a new 

node-based visual interface that allows game artists and programmers to more easily create 

advanced HLSL viewport shaders; point cloud dataset support for reality capture workflows; 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.amcbridge.viewer
http://www.autodesk.com/pr-autodesk
http://www.autodesk.com/suites/entertainment-creation-suite/overview
http://usa.autodesk.com/adsk/servlet/pc/item?siteID=123112&id=14224414
http://www.autodesk.com/products/autodesk-maya/overview
http://www.autodesk.com/products/autodesk-3ds-max/overview
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new viewport performance optimizations; a redesigned scene explorer to make it easier for artists 

to manage large scenes; ActiveShade support for the NVIDIA mental ray renderer; and new 

Python scripting support – a highly requested user feature for pipeline integration; 

 Autodesk MotionBuilder 2015 provides several features that advance motion capture workflow 

accessibility such as: a new plug-in for Microsoft Kinect to help capture body movements for 

use in MotionBuilder, Animatable Depth of Field and Follow Focus camera options to recreate 

elements of real-world cinematography, a robust content library with 100 commonly required 

character animations in the Autodesk FBX® format and flexible marker assignment to adjust 

character positions; 

 Autodesk Mudbox 2015 software boasts streamlined mesh refinement for retopologizing and 

new Sculpt Layer and Paint Layer groups for organizing and identifying particular layers in 

complex scenes. The release also has advanced interoperability with Maya 2015, an enhanced 

texture export and updating workflow, new caliper tool and support for Intel HD graphics 4000 

on compatible Windows 8 operating system hybrid tablet/PCs; 

 Autodesk Softimage 2015* software helps streamline 3D asset creation and management with 

Alembic caching, enhancements to the ICE platform and animatable weight maps in Syflex 

cloth. 

Autodesk Entertainment Creation Suite 2015 Extend Creative Capabilities 

Each edition of the Autodesk Entertainment Creation Suite scales to match the diverse project and 

budget needs of teams around the world. 

Many of the Suites’ features are built upon existing data exchange workflows that help improve product 

interoperability and foster greater team collaboration across projects. New capabilities are: 

 The ability to exchange Ptex and multi-tile UV textures between Maya and Mudbox helps 

facilitate an iterative round-trip workflow between Mudbox and Maya. 

 Enhanced image plane matching between Maya and Mudbox allows artists to use the same 

reference image without having to readjust the image to match. 

 Export Blend Shapes with multiple targets or Blend Shapes from Maya into Mudbox for 

sculpting, and then merge them back into the original Maya scene. 

 Import MotionBuilder character animations created in Softimage in a single step and export 

CrowdFX simulations from Softimage to Maya for inclusion with scene elements in one click. 

Autodesk Maya LT 2015 Software Streamlines Indie Game Development 

Maya LT 2015, the latest iteration of Autodesk’s cost-effective 3D animation and modeling software for 

professional indie game makers, introduces a series of rich new features and integrations that help 

advance the 3D content creation process for indie game development. 

The updated application has:   

 Cloud integration allows artists to browse, open, modify and save Dropbox or Autodesk 360 

files to the cloud directly through the Maya LT interface. Leverage 123D Catch or 123D 

Creature files saved in Autodesk’s 123D cloud storage as a reference for creating game assets in 

Maya LT; 

 Unfold 3D helps facilitate the seamless creation of UV maps from 3D models; 

 Substance Material Integration allows users to apply materials created in the Allegorithmic 

Substance Designer procedural texture creation tool to 3D models; 

http://www.autodesk.com/products/motionbuilder/overview
http://www.autodesk.com/products/mudbox/overview
http://www.autodesk.com/products/autodesk-softimage/overview
http://www.123dapp.com/catch
http://www.123dapp.com/creature
http://www.123dapp.com/creature
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In addition to the new features, Maya LT 2015 also has the extension releases of Maya LT 2014, such 

as: support for MEL scripting, a send-to-Unity workflow, uncapped polygon export to Unity, the ability 

to export models or scenes up to 65,000 polygons in the FBX or OBJ formats, Human IK and IK Handle 

Animation, and Boolean operations on polygon geometry. 
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CAD Schroer Launches Professional Standalone P&ID Software with Free Trial Download 

19 March 2014 

 

Engineering software provider CAD Schroer today announced the release of a standalone version of its 

P&ID software for standards-driven creation of high quality piping and instrumentation designs, with a 

free 30-trial.   

Affordable High Quality P&IDs  

Mark Simpson, Product Line Manager at CAD Schroer, developer of MCAD, plant and factory design 

solutions, explains, “We’ve launched this product in response to the needs of smaller engineering 

departments or individual consultants, who need to quickly create quality P&IDs in a flexible yet 

controlled, standards-driven manner.  M4 P&ID FX is a good value stand-alone system for those not 

requiring integration with 3D piping or large-scale industrial plant design software.”  

M4 P&ID FX free trial: http://www.cad-schroer.com/products/m4-pid-fx/free-

trial.html?pk_campaign=pr140319_m4pidfx 

Configurable P&ID Symbol Libraries 

M4 P&ID FX includes symbol catalogs in support of the EN ISO, ANSI and ISA standards. Users can 

add or edit individual symbols, create new symbol catalogs, and configure catalogs for specific projects. 

Dynamic P&ID Creation and Editing 

Dynamic tools allow users to place symbols and texts, with automatic alignment. Connections are 

maintained when moving symbols or entire piping systems. There are tools for adding line cross overs 

and flow direction arrows; pipe branch, symbol and line bore texts; as well as vendor, responsibility and 

pipe specification breaks. 

P&ID Consistency Checks with Automatic Sheet Verification 

An integrated consistency checker provides design quality assurance, with a detailed overview of the 

components used, as well as their attributes. Mistakes or inconsistencies within the schematic are 

flagged up in a separate report, as well as highlighted on the diagram itself.  

Full Reporting at any Design Stage 

In contrast to other P&ID systems, configurable P&ID parts lists, line lists and from/to lists can be 

generated at any stage of the design process -and from multiple sheets- to monitor a project’s progress. 

Complementary 2D Drafting Tools & DXF/DWG Interface 

M4 P&ID FX provides an extensive set of 2D tools in support of P&ID symbol creation, and a 

configurable DXF/DWG interface for easy data exchange with customers and suppliers.   

“We invite users to watch our M4 P&ID FX software demo video, and to request their free trial licence. 

The license is delivered with a link to the software download, tutorial videos, and detailed 

documentation,” Mark concludes.   

http://www.cad-schroer.com/products/m4-pid-fx/free-trial.html?pk_campaign=pr140319_m4pidfx
http://www.cad-schroer.com/products/m4-pid-fx/free-trial.html?pk_campaign=pr140319_m4pidfx


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 35 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

DWG to 3D PDF Conversion Now Available for AutoCAD 2014 from PDF3D 

19 March 2014 

 

PDF3D today announced their support for AutoCAD’s latest 2014 software version. 

PDF3D’s latest update of their popular ReportGen tool goes beyond other AutoCAD plugins with a new 

level of 3D PDF creation for 3D CAD users. Working in parallel with Autodesk’s aim of providing 

highly sophisticated 3D design tools, PDF3D’s ReportGen allows AutoCAD users to easily convert 

DWG files to rich, fully interactive, beautifully animated 3D PDFs at the touch of a button. 

“As unaffiliated, independent developers, we are great fans of Autodesk and admire what the company 

has done with their 2014 version. The brand’s values fit perfectly with those at PDF3D and so evolving 

ReportGen to work seamlessly with AutoCAD 2014 felt like a natural evolution of our tool. It’s good to 

be able to add value to such a popular design authoring product,” explained Ian Curington of PDF3D. 

“Just as Autodesk has done, we have focused on usability, functionality and design quality with PDF3D 

ReportGen. As a result, our tool can be easily integrated with AutoCAD to create highly compressed 3D 

PDFs regardless of how large or complex the DWG files are, without losing design fidelity in the 

process”, said Ian. 

One of the outstanding features of PDF3D ReportGen is its ability to automatically scan assemblies and 

show 3D part dimensions as embedded PDF markup information (PMI). As well as the widely used 

DWG format, DWF and ZGL drawing formats extend the reach of reporting for AutoCAD users. 

Sophisticated 3D CAD simplification filtering provides control over final report size. The tool enables 

engineers and designers to instantly, and automatically convert multiple files into accurate, sharp and 

even animated 3D PDFs with full text annotations and specifications into PDF drawing layout templates 

that can then be shared with anyone. 

“The support we are offering to AutoCAD 2014 users is part of our company’s continuing aim to make 

life easier for those working with highly technical, complex data. Fast, secure and easy communication 

of ideas, designs and information is now a necessity for those working in engineering, manufacturing 

and research, which is exactly what our developers at PDF3D are driven to deliver.” 
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FISHER/UNITECH Offers Innovative Search-Based Application Solutions with EXALEAD OnePart 

18 March 2014 

 

FISHER/UNITECH are announcing the addition of a search-based application (SBA) technology for 

product development named EXALEAD OnePart from Dassault Systemes SolidWorks. SBA is a 

disruptive technology that will revolutionize how designers and engineers manage and access product 

data in environments with multiple repositories and formats of legacy information. 

EXALEAD OnePart allows designers and engineers to rapidly locate and access existing parts, product 
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designs and other related information located anywhere inside the organization, even beyond PDM and 

PLM repositories. This innovative technology will save a company substantial time and costs as it 

eliminates the need to reproduce new parts and reduces the time spent searching for already created 

parts. EXALEAD OnePart helps designers find reusable 2D/3D designs and related documentation at 

the speed of thought with just a few clicks across multiple programs. The application offers both 

semantic and geometric based search arguments to find existing parts. 

“FISHER/UNITECH is pleased to introduce EXALEAD OnePart from DS SolidWorks,” said Charles 

Hess, President and CEO at FISHER/UNITECH. “OnePart is a solution using SBA technology that 

provides exceptional search results for companies with extensive legacy product data. With OnePart, we 

are at the threshold of a new era for product developers” he said. 

FISHER/UNITECH will provide software, training and implementation services for EXALEAD One 

Part for existing and new clients throughout all locations. The new product compliments the company’s 

current array of solutions for Product Data Management and Product Lifecycle Management, or 

connects directly to files of any brand of CAD. It will also provide search services for data stored in 

competitive PLM systems. More information can be found on EXALEAD OnePart on 

FISHER/UNITECH’s website. 
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IC3D Upgrades Language Translation Software for SolidWorks with translationXPERT 2.0 

18 March 2014 

 

Australian-based IC3D has released a new version of translationXPERT, the rapid language translation 

software it developed for SolidWorks. 

Distributed nationally in Australia and New Zealand by IC3D sister company Intercad – the largest 

SolidWorks distributor in the region – translationXPERT 2.0 revolutionises the way designers 

collaborate with colleagues and other designers around the world in their native languages. 

New functionality in translationXPERT 2.0 means any SolidWorks drawing (including DWG imports) 

can now be automatically translated and output as a foreign-language PDF document. 

The software has also been upgraded to work seamlessly with SolidWorks Enterprise PDM’s workflow 

engine, allowing translations of SolidWorks documents to be generated automatically on release. 

“translationXPERT has changed the way many of our customers do business, helping them overcome 

communication bottlenecks, reduce turnaround times on global projects, and eliminate issues that have 

literally been ‘lost in translation’,” said Intercad sales and marketing director Mark Deere-Jones. 

“With the enhancements to the software, not only have we expanded its reach through the use of 

company-wide custom dictionaries for multiple foreign languages, but also given our customers 

anytime, anywhere access to Intercad’s Global Dictionary,” said Deere-Jones. “SolidWorks Enterprise 

PDM integration adds another layer of usability, allowing PDM customers to continue working with 

foreign partners irrespective of location and without deviating from their original workflows.” 

By alleviating the need for designers to manually translate feature names, drawing annotations, custom 

properties, configurations, display states, title blocks and tables, translationXPERT is a valuable tool for 

http://www2.funtech.com/exonepart
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designers working in today’s multinational environment. It is best suited to fabricators, industrial 

designers, tool designers and professionals in related engineering fields that use SolidWorks and need to 

collaborate with international partners, work for overseas clients, or submit their foreign-based 

manufacturing orders to tender. 

“The translation engine is fast and efficient, and takes just a few seconds to output a document in a 

foreign language,” says Deere-Jones. “Most importantly it’s fully integrated into SolidWorks, so 

designers don’t need to work outside the SolidWorks environment or waste time learning another 

application.” 
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Infinite Skills "Mastering Autodesk Inventor - Sheet Metal Design" Offers Specialized Training in 

the Sheet Metal Module of Popular 3D Design Program 

17 March 2014 

 

Software training firm Infinite Skills Inc. this week introduced its "Mastering Autodesk Inventor - Sheet 

Metal Design Tutorial," a concise set of lessons targeting capabilities for sheet metal design in the 

popular CAD program designed for mechanical engineers. 

Autodesk Inventor is a 3D mechanical computer aided design (CAD) program used to create, visualize, 

and simulate, mechanical products. 

Inventor's vast toolset includes specialized features and commands for thin-walled design, allowing 

users to create and modify the flat patterns common to sheet metal designs. 

Infinite Skills Mastering Autodesk Inventor - Sheet Metal Design Tutorial demonstrates how to use 

these specialized tools to create robust sheet metal designs, complete with modification such as 

chamfers, folds, and cutouts. 

An Inventor user since 1999, course author Adam Cooper is a career mechanical engineer designing 

primarily plastic installations in the automotive industry. He is also an accomplished trainer and a 

regular speaker at Autodesk University. He is an Autodesk Certified Instructor in Inventor and several 

other Autodesk programs. 

Cooper begins with an overview of working with sheet metal in Inventor, explaining sheet metal 

templates and styles, and helping students set up the course working files. 

From there, he introduces sheet metal base features, explaining basics like the face, contour flange, 

contour roll, and lofted flange. 

The course then moves into more advanced features such as secondary faces, flanges, folds, bends, 

hems, and relief types. 

Next, Cooper explains how to use Inventor's sheet metal modification tools, allowing users to add detail 

with cuts, rips, folds, chamfers, and more. 

The course then concludes with chapters demonstrating how to create flat patterns and, finally, how to 

document your sheet metal designs. 

"Autodesk Inventor has a subset of tools designed for thin-walled design," Cooper explains. "These tools 
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allow us the ability to create formed sheet metal products based on standard parametric rules that help us 

guide thickness, bend radiuses, and all the other elements that go into proper sheet metal parts." 

"By the end of the course, you should be able to create some robust sheet metal designs." 

Free demo videos and a full list of course contents can be found on the Mastering Autodesk Inventor - 

Sheet Metal Design training page of the Infinite Skills website: 

http://www.infiniteskills.com/training/mastering-autodesk-inventor-sheet-metal-design.html 
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Geometry Comparison Technology from LEDAS Embeds ASCON C3D Kernel 

21 March 2014 

 

LEDAS Ltd. and ASCON today jointly announced the successful integration of ASCON’s C3D kernel 

into LEDAS Geometry Comparison technology. This is the first third-party component to benefit from 

the C3D kernel; previously, third parties had only developed CAD/CAM software as applications on top 

of C3D. 

LEDAS develops computational components and provides R&D services for the CAD/CAM/PLM 

market, while ASCON is the leading Russian CAD/AEC/PLM vendor and developer of  KOMPAS-3D 

modeling software and C3D kernel software.  

LEDAS established its Geometry Comparison technology to check and locate all of the differences 

between similar-looking geometric models. These changes can come about through revisions made to a 

model; from files generated by different CAD systems of the same model; the result of polygon and 

canonic or NURBS representations of the same geometry; or through data generated by various steps in 

the processing of 3D geometry.  

Making comparisons between 3D geometry requires operations performed at the most basic levels, and 

so are usually provided by 3D modeling kernels, of which C3D is an example. Geometry comparison is 

a component technology powered by C3D, and so this integration expands C3D’s sphere of application. 

The kernel is now being marketed as a general purpose tool for any engineering software needing 

advanced 3D modeling. 

ASCON’s conditions for licensing C3D are very flexible, especially for projects that are not yet 

generating revenue, an important point to a development house like LEDAS. As a worldwide value-

added reseller of the C3D kernel, LEDAS gained a detailed understanding of the business benefits 

related to C3D and its technical capabilities. 

“We first became familiar with C3D when we began a joint project with ASCON aimed at integrating 

our LEDAS VDM (Variational Direct Modeling) technology into C3D and KOMPAS-3D,” said Ivan 

Rykov, CTO of LEDAS. “Our long experience in developing and using 3D modeling software makes it 

possible for us to easily identify the advantages and bottlenecks of any 3D modeling kernel. C3D made a 

really positive impression on us while we were testing it in our Geometric Comparison project, 

especially with regards to its stability and with the technical support from ASCON.” 

“C3D is constantly increasing its portfolio of customers,” said Oleg Zykov, CEO of C3D Labs, an 

ASCON subsidiary and the developer of C3D. “For the first few years, we focused on the Russian 

market, but now our goal for 2014 is to increase sales to the international market. Because LEDAS is 

http://www.infiniteskills.com/training/mastering-autodesk-inventor-sheet-metal-design.html
http://ledas.com/
http://ascon.net/main/
http://ascon.net/solutions/c3d_kernel/
http://www.ledas.com/labs/geometry_comparison/
http://ledas.com/group/press_releases/?press_num=170
http://ledas.com/group/press_releases/?press_num=170
http://ascon.net/main/news/items/?news=1120
http://isicad.net/articles.php?article_num=16648
http://isicad.net/articles.php?article_num=16648
http://isicad.net/articles.php?article_num=16765
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well-known internationally, we consider the integration C3D with their technology as a good step in this 

direction.” 
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Kubotek Comparison Suite 2014 Version 12.5 Released 

18 March 2014 

 

Kubotek USA has released Kubotek Comparison Suite 2014 Version 12.5.  Comparison Suite products 

include Validation Tool and ECO Manager. The engineering change identification and documentation 

tools found in the Kubotek Comparison Suite help users avoid the costs and pitfalls resulting from 

undetected or undocumented changes in CAD files. 

Comparison Suite 2014 Version 12.5 adds several new capabilities, updated translators, and user-driven 

improvements to save time and improve user control: 

 CATIA V5 version to version compare   

 Added ability to enter disposition text next to related geometry in validation quality documents 

 Updated CAD interoperability readers for Inventor 2014 and Parasolid R26.  

 CATIA V5 import now reads Hidden Assembly Instances 

 User control options for locating closed sets of curves. 

 Geometry ToolTips to identify entity locations for all entities and entity components 

Tony Anderson, VP and General Manager of Comparison Suite Products, states, “Our Comparison Suite 

products help design and quality teams confidently compare two CAD models, regardless of file type, to 

find differences in product geometry, Model Based Definition (MBD) or Product Manufacturing 

Information (PMI).  Our products give users an automated way to document and communicate any 

revisions as products work their way through the manufacturing process.”  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Launches New Xpedition Platform to Optimize Advanced PCB Systems Design 

Productivity 

17 March 2014 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation today announced the first phase of a new systems design enterprise 

platform to address today's printed circuit board (PCB) systems challenges of increased complexity, 

changing team demographics, and systems-aware design requirements. The Mentor Graphics 

Xpedition™ platform significantly simplifies and accelerates the development of the industry's most 

challenging designs. By combining an intuitive design environment with designer-driven automation, 

the Xpedition platform addresses the changing responsibilities of designers, including global team-based 

organizations, so that users can perform at expert levels for optimum productivity. The result is 

shortened product development cycles, minimized design re-spins, and improved product quality. The 

first phase of the launch announces new Xpedition PCB layout technology. 

http://kubotek3d.com/home.aspx
http://kubotek3d.com/Products/Kubotek-Validation-Tool.aspx
http://kubotek3d.com/Products/Kubotek-ECO-Manager.aspx
http://www.mentor.com/
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"The Xpedition platform is our most significant product in years, resulting from our commitment and 

response to our customers' inputs by delivering the most advanced solution in the industry," 

stated Henry Potts, vice president and general manager of Mentor Graphics Systems Design Division. 

"The new platform, by building upon the strength of our current market-leading solutions, is designed 

for accelerated adoption and deployment. I'm gratified that early feedback from customers validates the 

ease of adoption as well as the ground-breaking advances of this solution."  

Advanced Automated Layout Technologies 
The Xpedition PCB layout platform, the first announced phase of the new Xpedition flow, addresses key 

challenges of today's systems designers:  placement planning for performance and reuse; efficient 

routing of complex, dense topologies; and electro-mechanical optimization. A key feature in this 

platform is Sketch Router™ which provides the designer with extensive interactive control of the auto-

assisted routing process by delivering hand-routed-quality results in dramatically reduced time – a 

significant industry advancement. 

"Sketch Router is incomparable to anything available today, and I was really surprised at how easy it is 

to use— it quickly became second-nature," stated John Medina, owner of High Speed Design Services. 

"The quality looks like a hand route, and I would bet that most people could not tell the difference." 

With the complexity of high density boards, multiple layers, design and space constraints, the need for 

an environment that enables collaboration across multiple disciplines within an enterprise is imperative. 

The platform is an easy-to-use, highly productive design environment that delivers automated 

component planning and placement, auto-assisted interactive routing, and 3D design development—

even for individuals or teams relatively unfamiliar with complex PCB layout design. 

Major Xpedition PCB Layout Features and Benefits  

Simplified planning and placement 

 Streamlined placement using engineering-driven hierarchical component grouping methodology 

– an industry first; 

 User-managed netline visualization for groups, individual parts, or regions of a design; 

 Circuit management to organize, modify and protect critical component and route group data. 

Accelerated routing 

 The Sketch Router enables user control over trace location, routing styles and even a selection of 

via patterns—with quality that matches manual routing so closely that clean-up is usually not 

needed; 

 Simplified visualization and repair of design rule violations; 

 Efficient, high-quality routing and tuning of differential pairs including automatic phase 

matching, symmetrical pad entry, and curved traces; 

 Improved visualization of route connections and obstacles in the path. 

Design in true 3D 

 A fully-integrated environment that uses the same selection, planning, and placement 

functionality for 2D and 3D – unique to the industry; 

 Reduces ECAD/MCAD iterations with photo-realistic visualization using accurate 3D 

parametric models of components and enclosures – an industry first; 

 Includes a library of more than four million vendor parts, with easy tools to import and align 

imported models or create using templates; 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 41 

 Enables definition of 3D design constraints and dynamic checking during the placement process; 

 Import and visualize multiple boards within the context of the mechanical enclosure. 

Intuitive, efficient design environment 

 Graphical user interface (GUI) redesigned for ease of access and usability; 

 Design aids that make the environment easy to learn and retain, including personalization to 

focus on most-used functionality; 

 Improved management of components and nets to capture engineering intent and simplify access 

to critical data. 

Availability 
The Xpedition platform will be available to early adopters in March – general availability is mid-year 

2014.  Contact a local Mentor Graphics sales representative for additional product information, or visit 

the website: http://www.mentor.com/pcb/xpedition/ 
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MicroSurvey Releases Next-Generation Survey Drafting Software 

14 March 2014 

 

MicroSurvey, the maker of MicroSurvey CAD and the MapScenes System, announces the release of 

MicroSurvey inCAD 2014 and MicroSurvey embeddedCAD 2014. 

MicroSurvey inCAD 2014 is a powerful plugin that transforms AutoCAD® into a survey and design 

powerhouse. It adds the MicroSurvey feature set to the latest Autodesk® software – including 

AutoCAD® 2014, AutoCAD Civil 3D™ 2014, and AutoCAD Map 3D™ 2014 – to offer a complete 

survey drafting toolkit, including COGO, DTM, traversing, adjustments, volumes, contouring and more. 

MicroSurvey embeddedCAD 2014 is a standalone application that is powered with Autodesk technology 

and includes the latest AutoCAD® OEM 2014 enhanced with the suite of MicroSurvey tools. Like 

inCAD 2014, it incorporates the full suite of survey drafting tools. MicroSurvey embeddedCAD 2014 

includes a licensed copy of AutoCAD OEM 2014, and it opens and saves AutoCAD® 2014 drawing 

files, so implementing it in existing AutoCAD environments is smooth, painless and free of conflicts. 

Both releases are built specifically for the demanding needs of land surveyors, contractors and civil 

engineers, and include many new features requested directly from customers. "Several years ago we 

implemented a transparent and easy to use online feedback forum where our customers could submit 

their ideas and suggestions for improvements to our products," said Darcy Detlor, president of 

MicroSurvey. "The feedback system lets our users propose their feature requests and allows them to cast 

votes on any request that has been submitted. Requests with the most votes are given the highest priority 

and get our attention, ensuring that we are working on features that our customers really want.” 

MicroSurvey focused its development efforts on adding several new geodetic tools, hundreds of new 

coordinate systems, and geoid files. Users can now store and edit points using their latitude and 

longitude values, view combined scale factors and convergence angles at any point in their drawing or 

project database, and transform between ellipsoidal and orthometric elevations using geoid files. Other 

powerful new productivity tools include a 2D draw mode for creating a 2D drawing while maintaining 

3D elevation data, as well as rescaling tools for changing the base drawing unit of an entire drawing or 

http://www.mentor.com/pcb/xpedition/
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specific text. 

Both MicroSurvey inCAD 2014 and MicroSurvey embeddedCAD 2014 are available in two feature 

levels – Premium and Standard –giving users the choice between two tiers of features to ensure they are 

getting precisely what they need. 

Free trial versions of the software can be downloaded from the MicroSurvey website. For more 

information, visit http://www.microsurvey.com. 
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ModuleWorks 5-Axis Machining Supports Barrel Mill Tools 

17 March 2014 

 

ModuleWorks’ development team has been working hard to add support for barrel mill cutters to their 5-

Axis machining strategies. Recent testing has shown the benefits of this as part of the main 5-Axis 

component and also in the MultiBlade application. 

Barrel mill cutters are not new but they have not been commonly used in 5-Axis applications until 

recently. Their unique geometry form has a number of benefits in the machining process. The effective 

radius of engagement is larger than a standard cutter form and this will result in smaller cusps between 

passes leading to better surface finish. Larger step over values can be used and this results in shorter 

machining times. 

The ModuleWorks 5-Axis component allows barrel mill tools to be used with all of the existing 

machining strategies. The video example below shows how the barrel cutter can be used with the Swarf 

finishing of an impeller blade. This was a really neat toolpath to watch run on the machine. 

This feature is available to ModuleWorks' partners who license the main 5-Axis component or the 

MultiBlade application. 
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Multi-Body Dynamics Simulation Capabilities Expand in Altair Partner Alliance with Addition of 

ChassisSim  

19 March 2014 

 

Today, the Altair Partner Alliance (APA) announced that multi-body dynamics (MBD) software from 

ChassisSim Technologies is available for download. Traditionally used in the racing industry, 

ChassisSim simulates and predicts numerous vehicle parameters. 

"ChassisSim Technologies is delighted to be working with Altair to provide our simulation 

technologies to their user community," said Danny Nowlan, Director at ChassisSim. "ChassisSim is a 

natural fit for any project involving motorsport, race engineering or automotive vehicle dynamics." 

ChassisSim allows race teams and vehicle dynamics engineers to simulate all aspects of vehicle 

http://www.microsurvey.com/
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7679931&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJhbGxpYW5jZS5jb20v
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7679931&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jaGFzc2lzc2ltLmNvbS8%3D
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behavior early in the design process, saving time and resources by preventing unnecessary cycles. Users 

can predict lap times by performing full multi-body transient simulation and then export the data for 

review.  

"ChassisSim is a product which has been created by race engineers, for race engineers," said Michael 

Hoffmann, Sr. VP Math & Systems at Altair. "It combines ease-of-use with predictive simulation 

technology, both of which are absolutely necessary in motorsports. The higher level of studies provided 

by ChassisSim allow our customers to maximize vehicle performance in a short amount of time, where 

they can then utilize HyperWorks to further refine the vehicle design." 

Containing a number of tools and modules, ChassisSim is able to reverse-engineer several vehicle 

parameters based on logged data. The auto bump generation tool provides road surface properties while 

the aero modeling toolbox can derive the aeromap of the vehicle. Users can also predict the tire force 

and properties with the tire force modeling toolbox, and utilize the shaker rig toolbox to gather 

frequency based results for all vehicle modes. ChassisSim can determine the fastest setup for a particular 

circuit based on a given vehicle model, as well as allow the driver to test a circuit using the same model 

to verify the simulation results. 

Available for the past 13 years, Altair's innovative unit-based licensing system allows HyperWorks 

users customizable access to a growing portfolio of applications, optimizing their return on investment 

(ROI) by making more than 20 in-house-developed applications available by use of a single pool of 

recyclable HyperWorks units (HWUs).  

Altair also has offered the opportunity for third-party companies to run their own applications under this 

unit-based system, a collaboration now known as the Altair Partner Alliance. The overall flexibility of 

these HWUs empowers users via access to the largest, most complete suite of CAE applications 

available. The ROI increases for users each time a new application is added to the offering, since any of 

the partner programs can be accessed using the same leased HWUs they are already using to run 

HyperWorks. This makes more than 60 additional applications available at no incremental cost or long-

term commitment. 

The introductory webinar for ChassisSim is taking place on April 17, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. CET and 9:00 

a.m. EDT. HyperWorks users can learn more about the company and download ChassisSim at 

www.altairalliance.com/chassissim.  
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Oracle Introduces Oracle Innovation Management 

18 March 2014 

 

Innovation is a top priority for many CEOs, who look to new products as the engines to implement their 

corporate strategy for growth and transformation. However, translating these aspirations into reality 

requires treating product innovation as a key business process, and providing solutions to support that 

process – linking this upstream to overall portfolio management, and downstream to product 

development and commercialization. It is precisely to address this challenge that Oracle has 

introduced Oracle Innovation Management. This new solution helps organizations increase revenue 

growth from new products and achieve a competitive advantage by introducing a systematic approach to 

capturing, selecting and investing in the right ideas and product concepts. 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7679931&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJoeXBlcndvcmtzLmNvbS8%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7679931&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL2FsdGFpcmFsbGlhbmNlLmNvbS9FdmVudERldGFpbC5hc3B4P2V2ZW50X2lkPTQ1NzYm%0AZXZlbnRfY3VsdHVyZT1HbG9iYWwmcmVnaW9uPUdsb2JhbCZkYXRlX2xvY2F0aW9uX2lkPTMyOTM%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7679931&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJhbGxpYW5jZS5jb20vY2hhc3Npc3NpbQ%3D%3D
http://www.oracle.com/InnovationManagement
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To help organizations increase their return on innovation, Oracle today introduced Oracle Innovation 

Management, a systematic approach to capture, select and invest in the right product ideas and to 

manage your overall product portfolio. 

Oracle Innovation Management enables bottom-up innovation so all stakeholders may participate in the 

product invention and definition processes, with simultaneous top-down financial impact analysis and 

strategic fit visibility to the key portfolio owners during and post investment decision. 

With Oracle Innovation Management, organizations can make faster and more informed decisions by 

easily creating, refining and evaluating product concepts for cost, risk and against customer 

requirements and design goals. 

In addition, using Oracle Innovation Management, organizations can define and manage different 

product development projects, in the context of their overall product portfolio. 

To complete the product innovation process, Oracle Innovation Management integrates with Oracle’s 

Agile Product Lifecycle Management, helping to streamline the process of moving concepts to detailed 

design, development and release to manufacturing while maintaining full visibility into project status. 

Improve Portfolio and Product Investment Decision Making 

Oracle Innovation Management is a new addition to the Oracle Product Value Chain solutions. Offering 

a 360-degree view of the product innovation, Oracle Innovation Management enables organizations to: 

Build an innovation pipeline that is fueled by a steady stream of high-value ideas that can be translated 

into profitable offerings. 

Analyze the impact of alternate investment scenarios against business objectives, such as revenue, cost, 

profit and resources constraints, to determine the best opportunities to commercialize. 

Develop product requirements that translate ideas into concepts and products that will achieve stated 

success criteria. 

Create product concepts and alternative approaches to meeting product requirements and analyze against 

product supply chain and cost metrics. 

Increase productivity and reduce product development costs by strategic focus on fewer, better products 

that align with the business growth strategies. 

“Product innovation is too critical a business process to be left to spreadsheets and PowerPoints, and to 

remain disconnected from the rest of the product value chain,” said Jon Chorley, vice president, Supply 

Chain Management Product Strategy, Oracle. “By providing a highly usable, but systematic approach to 

managing product innovation, Oracle Innovation Management can accelerate the transformation of the 

best ideas into profitable products, and deliver against your corporate product innovation strategy.” 
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RuleDesigner Configurator integration for Creo Parametric 2.0 and Windchill 

17 March 2014 

 

RuleDesigner Configurator is now integrated with Creo parametric 2.0 - 3D design software - and 

Windchill - PLM software product - offered by PTC, to manage design automation and advanced 

product configuration processes. 

http://www.oracle.com/InnovationManagement
http://www.oracle.com/InnovationManagement
http://www.oracle.com/us/products/applications/064697.html
http://www.oracle.com/us/products/applications/064697.html
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ENGINEERING PLM Solutions announces the release of a RuleDesigner Configurator action library 

able to drive Creo Parametric 2.0 and Windchill, by PTC. 

The new features offered by RuleDesigner Configurator allow to extend the benefits of automated CAD 

design and product configuration also to Creo parametric 2.0 and Windchill community. 

PTC users have much to gain by using RuleDesigner Configurator wide range of actions to perform 

typical operations of the two environments. For instance: open, upload and close CREO 2.0 files; 

renaming file in session; regenerate assemblies and parts; built components; edit parameters; perform 

functions predefined by the user; replace components; enable or remove features; documents check out; 

and Whindchill workspace management. 

Finally, RuleDesigner Configurator allows to extend configurations beyond the design office integrating 

processes related to CRM, Project, Service, Marketing and Salesforce automation management. 
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RuleDesigner PDM Fusion integrated with Creo Parametric 2.0 

19 March 2014 

 

ENGINEERING PLM Solutions announces today the release of RuleDesigner PDM integration for Creo 

Parametric 2.0, by PTC. 

The new integration allows to extend the benefits of a collaborative organization and management of 

product information to all Creo Parametric 2.0 users. 

Moreover, those organizations that are planning to replace their design software for Creo Parametric 2.0 

can find in RuleDesigner PDM a trusted partner. In this regard, thanks to the large portfolio of 

integrations available, RuleDesigner PDM is able to manage both the history of the old cad data and new 

cad projects. 

RuleDesigner PDM permits to classify drawings created in Creo Parametric 2.0 with a unique and 

homogeneous part-numbering plan, facilitating collaboration within the design team and the reuse of 

existing design information.   

Also, due to a dedicated environment, RuleDesigner PDM enables users to create and manage different 

types of BOMs and reports and to export them to ERP systems. 

Finally, combined to the different modules of the RuleDesigner suite, it can be extended to serve 

numerous corporate functions including- marketing, workflow, and CRM management, sales force 

automation and product and process configuration.  
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SAP® PowerDesigner® Software Integrates with Broad Range of SAP Technology to Offer Support 

for an Organization’s Enterprise Architecture, Data and Modeling Needs 

19 March 2014 

 

SAP AG today announced new innovations for SAP® PowerDesigner® software, the information 

http://www.sap.com/
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modeling and enterprise architecture tool. SAP PowerDesigner now integrates into an organization’s 

operational process intelligence. Through a new intelligent business operations offering, users can create 

a blueprint for processes systems, and technologies needed to execute their business. The announcement 

was made at the Gartner Business Process Management Summit, being held March 19-20 in London.  

“The advanced features of SAP PowerDesigner empower organizations to meet the demands of today’s 

complex business environment,” said Darren Crowder, vice president and general manager, Middleware, 

SAP. “SAP has made significant investments in this critical component of the middleware portfolio to 

help ensure that it continues to meet the changing needs and challenges of businesses seeking to improve 

their information and enterprise architectures.”  

While many enterprise architecture tools focus primarily on business process management (BPM), SAP 

PowerDesigner offers full support for all components of an organization’s enterprise architecture, 

business process management documentation and data architecture using a single, integrated tool. SAP 

is planning to create an offering for existing SAP customers using ARIS to migrate to SAP 

PowerDesigner.  

The new release of SAP PowerDesigner includes integration with the SAP® Solution Manager 

application management solution, full business process model and notation (BPMN) standard support 

for improved visibility upstream and downstream across teams using SAP NetWeaver® Process 

Orchestration and additional support for SAP HANA®.  

More than 50,000 organizations worldwide use the robust modeling and architecture functionality of 

SAP PowerDesigner to help their business and IT departments speak the same language, enabling better 

communication and alignment. With the software, organizations can: 

 Visualize the impact of change from any perspective with Link and Sync technology 

 Define all aspects of their enterprise architecture in one collaborative framework 

 Understand the links between business processes, information, applications and technology 

 Improve collaboration between business and IT with intuitive visualization and reporting 

 Leverage data as a strategic company asset to drive greater value and efficiency 

The new version of SAP PowerDesigner is now included in the SAP® University Alliances program, 

which supports nearly 1,500 universities in more than 80 countries, offering participants access to an 

expanding range of exciting opportunities to engage with SAP. Membership provides access to solutions 

like SAP PowerDesigner, as well as many others. 
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Siemens Shipbuilding Catalyst to Help Enhance PLM ROI and Speed Time-to-Value 

19 March 2014 

 

Siemens today announced its Shipbuilding Catalyst, aimed at helping accelerate the deployment of 

product lifecycle management (PLM) software and further enhancing PLM value in this industry. Using 

a pre-packaged combination of industry-specific best practice guides, templates and tailored software, 

the Shipbuilding Catalyst integrates and synchronizes shipbuilding operations, including crucial 

members of the supplier network and third-party service providers. The Shipbuilding Catalyst is one of 

http://www.gartner.com/technology/summits/emea/business-process/
http://scn.sap.com/community/uac
http://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/marine/shipbuilding-catalyst/index.cfm
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Siemens’ Industry Catalyst Series™ offerings announced in September of last year. 

“Siemens’ Shipbuilding Catalyst represents a transformational technology that enables shipyards to 

shorten their time-to-value and boost their return on investment,” said John MacKrell, vice president, 

CIMdata. “By improving total enterprise productivity, reducing cycle times and lowering the total cost 

of ownership of future fleets, Siemens´ shipbuilding solution can help change the way leading shipyards 

design, produce and sustain the next generation of advanced ships.” 

The marine industry is undergoing a major transformation. Fleet operators need to develop reliable, 

more energy-efficient and environmentally-friendly ships with better overall performance and lower 

total operating costs. Shipyards around the globe must develop designs that satisfy this complex 

requirement at an ever-increasing rate to remain competitive. Even the most advanced shipyards have 

realized that in order to maintain a competitive advantage and attain acceptable performance, they need 

to significantly enhance productivity throughout the entire enterprise. 

“The Shipbuilding Catalyst extends our catalyst strategy announced late last year to help increase PLM 

value and accelerate return on investment,” said Steven Bashada, senior vice president, Industry 

Strategy, Siemens PLM Software. “This is a pivotal time for the shipbuilding industry as shipbuilders 

respond to the demand for more cost-competitive ships with better performance and reliability. Siemens’ 

holistic shipbuilding solution is focused on providing shipbuilders a competitive edge to sustain growth 

and improve performance.” 

The Shipbuilding Catalyst is a set of preconfigured elements with deployment guides and 

implementation best practices for the shipbuilding industry. It addresses typical tasks and use cases that 

arise during a ship’s lifecycle, from receipt of inquiry to design, construction, operations and 

maintenance to decommissioning or demolition. It complements Siemens’ shipbuilding solution which 

focuses on supporting five key process areas that integrate and optimize program and product 

management, design and engineering, ship construction, supply chain management, and ship service and 

support. 
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Synergis Software's Adept Web Client Offers iPad Users Easily Accessible Option for Engineering 

Document Management Solution  

20 March 2014 

 

Synergis Software announced the release of their latest Adept Web Client, which is specifically 

designed to provide iPad
®
 users easy access to Adept's engineering document management capabilities. 

The Adept Web Client now supports iPads running iOS 7 over a network using the Safari web browser. 

"Clients want to extend Adept's engineering document management capabilities to users in the field, at a 

job site, in the plant, or on the shop floor. Now they're able to access their engineering and design data 

from their iPad," said Todd Cummings, vice president of research and development. "With a network 

connection, a URL, and an Adept login, users have fast access to critical design data on the go." 

iPad access in Adept doesn't require a download from the Apple App Store. The touch-enabled web 

controls used to provide iPad access are designed to enhance user experience in a tablet- friendly way. 

Adept auto-detects iPad users and presents the touch-enabled interface. 

Using the iPad's built-in viewing capabilities, Adept for the iPad views Word, Excel, photos and others 
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images. Design and engineering documents from CAD applications such as AutoCAD, Autodesk 

Inventor, and SolidWorks must be pre-rendered as PDFs for viewing on the Adept for iPad. PDFs can be 

rendered manually or automated using Adept PublishWave, which provides batch publishing and 

printing for Adept. 
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The First in Japan - The Certification of a SOLIDWORKS Gold Product 

17 March 2014 

 

C&G SYSTEMS INC. has released their CAD/CAM software "CG Series" specializing in the 3D design 

and manufacture of molds & dies, in the spring of 2011. The CG Series Software Suite is a “Partner 

Product” of the 3D CAD software, SOLIDWORKS. Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks Corporation boasts 

over 2.2 million SOLIDWORKS Licenses worldwide. In February 2014, our 3D CAD system, for press 

die design, "CG Press Design” for SOLIDWORKS, a part of the CG series, became a "Gold Product". 

“Gold Product” status is the final level of “conformance certification” awarded by SOLIDWORKS. This 

product has been certified as a CAD system for press die design, and is fully integrated in 

SOLIDWORKS. (It becomes the first achievement of this kind for a Japanese CAD/CAM product.) 

Receiving this certification proves that there is high level of integration with SOLIDWORKS, which 

will enhance the users confidence in CG Press Design. In addition, the partnership with 

SOLIDWORKS, at the technical level has also been enhanced. This will greatly contribute to the quality 

of the product and the speed of development of functions, in the future. 

With the globalization of the manufacturing market, “CG Series” was developed to target the mold and 

die market in China, ASEAN countries, and North America. It allows for a consistent operating 

environment, from die design to NC data creation. “CG Series” is offered as a mold & die industry 

CAD/CAM solution. 

Also Mold design CAD, "CG MoldDesign for SOLIDWORKS" and a 3D CAM system "CG CAM-

TOOL for SOLIDWORKS" are part of the CG series lineup. We are preparing for this Gold 

Certification of these two products also. 

CGS Japan has been conducting aggressive marketing of this CG Series to the local market in Taiwan, 

China and ASEAN countries. We have been able to conclude agreements to sell the “CG Series” with 

resellers of local SOLIDWORKS in Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Taiwan and China, starting two 

years ago. 

In consideration of the culture and business practices of each country, we have negotiated individual 

agreements for each country. While we delegate the sales promotion and the user support after the 

introduction, we provide a localized "sales promotion kit" and "technical support kit" as a support tool. 

By using the "Business Partner Contract", we are utilizing the strengths and characteristics of each other. 

We are building partnerships with each reseller, and expanding sales channels. 
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Worksoft Announces Support for Siemens Teamcenter 

19 March 2014 
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Worksoft®, a provider of business process validation software for packaged enterprise applications, 

today announced support for Siemens PLM Software’s Teamcenter®. Industry leaders in aviation and 

defense, automotive and manufacturing industries utilize PLM software to integrate people, data, 

processes and business systems and provide a product information backbone for their organizations and 

extended enterprises. 

Worksoft’s support for Teamcenter reaffirms the company’s commitment to helping Fortune 1000 

companies ensure business process quality across an increasingly complex system landscape. Today’s 

enterprise application landscape extends beyond SAP® to include dozens of enterprise systems, 

including PLM applications. 

“We are pleased to support the growing portfolio of enterprise applications that our customers depend 

on for their success,” said Brian Smith, vice president, engineering, Worksoft. “New test automation 

capabilities for Teamcenter bring additional assurance for customers seeking complete end-to-end 

business process validation across their SAP and non-SAP landscapes.” 

Worksoft technology supports automated business process testing on a variety of platforms and 

operating systems including SAP GUI, SAP Portal, HTML, JAVA, FLEX, Silverlight, Web Services 

(SOA), Visual Basic, Adobe, MS Office, Excel, .NET, C++, PowerBuilder, and Crystal Reports. 

Worksoft® provides a leading platform for automated business process validation, ensuring that 

business processes continue to work even when mission-critical enterprise systems change. Worksoft’s 

end-to-end business process validation platform helps organizations validate business process quality on 

a 24/7/365 basis, shorten project timelines, reduce costs, and identify and resolve defects before they 

impact operations. 
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