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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Announces Schedule for the 2014 PLM Certificate Program 

17 December 2013 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic consulting and research firm announces its CIMdata 

PLM Certificate Program schedule for 2014. The CIMdata PLM Certificate Program is the flagship 

offering of CIMdata PLM Leadership — the PLM industry’s most comprehensive non-biased education 

offering for today’s PLM professionals. 

 

CIMdata’s PLM Certificate Program equips PLM professionals at several levels with the tools they need 

to successfully address the inherent challenges to PLM strategy development and implementation. This 

assessment-based certificate program includes a personalized classroom experience, individual and 

team-based exercises, and individual evaluations of achievement. In addition, the program provides 

intensive and extensive exposure to a team of CIMdata experts. Upon successful completion of the 

program, participants receive a CIMdata PLM Certificate and become a member of CIMdata’s global 

PLM Leadership community. 

 

According to Peter Bilello, CIMdata’s President, “Since the program’s introduction in 2009, close to 

200 global PLM professionals have received their PLM Leadership certificate from CIMdata. In many 

ways, our program has become the de-facto standard in PLM education. We are extremely excited with 

the program’s success and we look forward to continuing to deliver this valuable program throughout 

much of the industrial world.” James McKinney, CIMdata’s PLM Leadership Practice Manager, 

commented, “Our 2014 schedule has been designed to address the needs of PLM professionals around 

the world. We look forward to providing in-depth education and helping more companies realize the 

benefits of PLM and related technologies.” 
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The CIMdata PLM Certificate Program is built on CIMdata’s over 30 years of extensive worldwide 

experience guiding industrial companies in successfully defining and implementing best-in-class PLM 

strategies and tactics. The program is available to industrial companies that are considering or are 

already implementing PLM, and to PLM solution and service providers. PLM Certificate Program 

participants may register online for either a 3-day or 5-day program. For more information on CIMdata’s 

PLM Certificate Program visit our website at http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program. 

 

The CIMdata 2014 PLM Certificate Program schedule is as follows: 

Santa Clara, California, USA – March 17-21 

Boston, Massachusetts, USA – May 19-23 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands – October 20-24 

Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA – December 1-5 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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CIMdata Announces the Location of the First PLM Certificate Program of 2014 

19 December 2013 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic consulting and research firm announces that the first 

CIMdata PLM Certificate Program for 2014 is to be held in Santa Clara, California. The program will 

take place from March 17-21, 2013. The CIMdata PLM Certificate Program is the flagship offering of 

CIMdata PLM Leadership — the PLM industry’s most comprehensive non-biased education offering for 

today’s PLM professionals. 

 

CIMdata’s PLM Certificate Program equips PLM professionals at several levels with the tools they need 

to successfully address the inherent challenges to PLM strategy development and implementation. This 

assessment-based certificate program includes a personalized classroom experience, individual and 

team-based exercises, and individual evaluations of achievement. In addition, the program provides 

intensive and extensive exposure to a team of CIMdata experts. Upon successful completion of the 

program, participants receive a CIMdata PLM Certificate and become a member of CIMdata’s global 

PLM Leadership community. 

 

According to James McKinney, CIMdata’s PLM Leadership Practice Manager, “We have designed our 

2014 schedule to address the needs of PLM professionals throughout Europe and North America and are 

excited to bring the first program of 2014 to Santa Clara. We look forward to helping companies realize 

the benefits of PLM and related technologies.” 

 

The CIMdata PLM Certificate Program is built on CIMdata’s over 30 years of extensive worldwide 

experience guiding industrial companies in successfully defining and implementing best-in-class PLM 

strategies and tactics. The program is available to industrial companies that are considering or are 

already implementing PLM, and to PLM solution and service providers. PLM Certificate Program 

participants may register online for either a 3-day or 5-day program. For more information on CIMdata’s 

PLM Certificate Program visit our website at http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program. 

 

The CIMdata 2014 PLM Certificate Program schedule is as follows: 

Santa Clara, California, USA – March 17-21 

Boston, Massachusetts, USA – May 19-23 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands – October 20-24 

Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA – December 1-5 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

http://cimdata.com/en/education/plm-certificate-program
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CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Is Your Organization Making Good Product Decisions? A CIMdata Commentary  

17 December 2013 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Product development is a continual process of making decisions that turn the unknown into the 

known 

 Faulty decisions can have a huge impact on your company 

 High quality knowledge is required for making good decisions 

 Building knowledge that results in corporate wisdom requires stable communication channels 

 A new breed of decision-support tools establishes stable communication channels 

 

Product Development Decisions 

What is a decision? 

The Merriam Webster Dictionary defines a decision as “a determination arrived at after consideration.” 

Product development decisions are those conclusions or resolutions that impact or affect a product. They 

can be classified into five broad phases of the product development process: concept development, 

product design, supply chain design, performance testing and validation, and production ramp-up and 

launch. Decisions are made by individuals, teams, and management. Some decisions can have a 

significant impact on the product, such as selecting a material or a component, while other decisions are 

seemingly inconsequential. Decision making is a critical activity performed continually throughout the 

product development process, by just about everyone. 

 

Product development is a continuous process of refining the unknown into the known facilitated by 

decisions made both individually and collectively. With the complex products we develop today, it is 

often impossible for an individual or even a team to gather enough knowledge to make the needed 

decisions to turn an unknown into a known. Developing complex products requires marshalling the 

resources of both the organization and the extended organization. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Press%20Releases/www.CIMdata.com
http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews
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Product development participants and leaders should evaluate their decision-making capability. Does 

your organization have a formal decision-making process? Does it record decisions and estimate their 

impact, evaluate past decisions, and have a knowledge resource to draw on for making good decisions? 

If the answer to any of these is no, it is worthwhile spending the time and effort to develop a robust 

decision-making capability. 

 

Impact of Faulty Decisions 

Just about every company has faced the impact of a faulty decision. Some decisions have led to 

spectacular product failures, while others have resulted in a minor annoyance for customers. Decision 

making is very important, and avoiding faulty decisions should be an objective of every product 

development organization. 

 

Given the amount of time most organizations spend making decisions, the number of people involved, 

and the potential impact on profitability, it is surprising how little attention most organizations pay to the 

decision-making process. Often people involved in product development complain about how much 

time they spend in meetings. Yet the purpose of most meetings is to make decisions. 

 

High Quality Knowledge 

High quality knowledge is essential to avoiding faulty decisions. After all, a decision made by using 

inaccurate, out-of-date, or faulty knowledge has a high probability of producing results that are different 

than intended. 

 

In his book on decision making, Vincent Barabba
1
 defines high quality knowledge as: 

 Understandable to those who must use it 

 Timely and able to be found and “pulled” when needed 

 Reliable, in that diverse observers using the same procedures see it in the same way 

 Valid, because it is cast in the form of concepts and measures that capture reality 

 Adequate when the account is full (that is, when the entire context of the question, problem, or 

situation about which the decision is being made is met to the fullest extent practicable) 

 

According to the influential management consultant C. West Churchman, “…to conceive of knowledge 

as a collection of information seems to rob the concept of all its life....Knowledge resides in the user and 

not in the collection. It is how the user reacts to a collection of information that matters.”
2 

The great fault 

of most knowledge management projects and systems is that they concentrate on collecting knowledge, 

not on how the knowledge is used. Knowledge has no use to an organization unless it can be leveraged 

to make high quality decisions. 

 

                                                 
1
  Barabba, Vincent P. The Decision Loom: A Design for Interactive Decision-making in Organizations. Triarchy Press. 

Axminster, Devon. 2011. 
2
 Churchman, C.W. The Design of Inquiring Systems. Basic Books. New York. 1971. 
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Enabling High Quality Decision Making 

Truly great decisions are made when an organization has subject-matter wisdom. In some ways, this 

concept is so fundamental we can’t explain it yet we intuitively know it to be true. There are multiple 

ways to look at knowledge but they all revolve around the concept that knowledge is hierarchical. As 

Barbara Minto, the creator of the Pyramid Principle (used by leading management consulting firms), 

says, “Don’t ask me, that’s the way the brain works.” 

 

How does an organization build collective wisdom? Before an organization achieves wisdom, it must 

achieve understanding. Before it can understand it needs knowledge, before knowledge, intelligence, 

and finally before intelligence, information. So building institutional wisdom is a hierarchical process of 

communication. With multiple people involved in building wisdom, as is necessary for today’s complex 

products, communication is the essential capability, necessary at every step in building the hierarchy 

from information to intelligence to knowledge, to understanding and wisdom. 

 

Need for a Stable Communication Channel or Information Carrier 

If accumulating wisdom requires understanding, knowledge, intelligence, and information, and moving 

up the knowledge hierarchy requires information transfer at each stage, then it follows that a 

fundamental requirement for building wisdom is a stable, low-loss, low-noise, communication channel 

(or information carrier). 

 

A communication channel can take many forms. It can be a process or company policy that defines how 

people should communicate about a subject. It can be an information technology (IT) software 

application such as a social medium or email. It can be the cultural norms that define how people 

interact. A communication channel can be a face-to-face interaction, an interaction over a telephone, or a 

video conference. The key is that a channel has a standard, common syntax that is understandable to the 

transmitters and the receivers of the information. It should be noted that language refers to more than 

just a spoken language such as English, Italian, or French; language refers to such things as the broader 

communication context, the cultural norms, engineering discipline, technical definitions, and standards. 

 

Information Theory provides the mathematical reasons why a stable communication channel is required 

for high volume information transfer. Information Theory was developed and published by Claude 

Shannon and Warren Weaver; it says that an increase in information transfer increases the probability 

that information at the destination will not be exactly the same as at the source.
3
 The way to reduce 

miscommunication is to establish a stable communication channel. 

 

Decision Support Systems 

The good news is that IT solutions and especially decision support tools can provide stable, low-noise 

communication channels for building wisdom and for enabling better decision making. The stability is 

provided by establishing a common, bottom-up communication channel where people collectively 

develop and establish the ways they will communicate. Establishing a stable communication channel 

                                                 
3
  Shannon, Claude Elwood, and Warren Weaver. The Mathematical Theory of Communication. University of Illinois Press. 

Urbana. 1949. 
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cannot be accomplished by creating and sharing documents or files filled only with words; there is too 

much variation in the information that can be put in the document. Stable communication needs a 

structure, much like a database, but without the constraints that come with a database. 

 

A new breed of decision support tools takes a more ‘social’ approach to building corporate wisdom 

through a continuous, collaborative, bottom-up process. Engineers can use these tools to collectively 

develop knowledge through a defined, agreed-upon structure that facilitates communication, and ensures 

that what is entered is received with little loss of knowledge fidelity. The structure removes most 

ambiguity—and hence the noise—from the communication. An important feature of these decision 

support tools is their ability to make timely suggestions for relevant knowledge and to increase 

information standardization. Also, they do not capture knowledge in documents, which tend to be inert 

with respect to decision making, but rather define discrete, logical units that can interplay directly in 

decision processes. Due to the ability of these tools to capture evolving knowledge as engineers work, 

they assist the organization with establishing and maintaining a consistent language. This consistency 

establishes a stable communication channel. 

 

When engineers and designers can use a knowledge-based decision-support platform, they can make 

much better decisions. The corporate knowledge they use to make decisions is up to date, complete, and 

correct, and is structured, in context, and understood. The result is better products of high quality and 

with many fewer problems. 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

3D Systems Acquires Village Plastics 

16 December 2013 

 

3D Systems announced today the acquisition of Village Plastics Co., a manufacturer of filament-based 

ABS, PLA and HIPS 3D printing materials. Through its state-of-the-art manufacturing facility in 

Norton, Ohio, Village Plastics delivers the highest quality, precision 3D printing filaments. 3DS plans to 

immediately integrate Village Plastics materials and manufacturing technologies to accelerate its 

development of advanced filament-based materials for its growing Cube
®
 and CubeX™ 3D printers. 

http://www.cimdata.com/
http://www.3dsystems.com/
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Additionally, the company plans to support all of Village Plastics’ existing customers by providing full 

access to its complete portfolio of design-to-manufacturing products and services. 

 

“Village Plastics brings significant filament-based material development know-how and large scale 

manufacturing expertise that are vitally important to our Cube 3D printer consumer and prosumer 

growth initiatives,” said Avi Reichental, President and CEO, 3D Systems. “With the Village team on 

board, we expect to be able to enhance the profitability of this growing category and fast track the 

delivery of new high-performance filament-based products for the benefit of our users worldwide.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

3D Systems to Acquire a Portion of Xerox’s Oregon Based Solid Ink Engineering and Development 

Teams 

18 December 2013 

 

3D Systems  and Xerox today announced a transaction designed to leverage both companies’ 3D 

printing capabilities to accelerate growth and cement leadership positions. 3D Systems entered into a 

definitive agreement to acquire Xerox Corporation’s Wilsonville, Oregon product design, engineering 

and chemistry group and related assets for $32.5 million in cash. Both companies expect the transaction 

to close before the end of 2013, subject to fulfillment of certain customary conditions. This agreement 

expands the decade and a half long collaboration between the companies, that already produced 3DS’ 

best selling ProJet
®
 series 3D printers. 

 

"We are pleased to expand our relationship with an innovative partner of the caliber of Xerox and expect 

that acquiring some of the Xerox Wilsonville engineering team, together with their state-of the-art 

development labs and selected licensed IP, will catapult our 3D printers’ development and 

manufacturing capabilities forward,” said Avi Reichental, 3D Systems’ President and CEO.  “This bold 

step is consistent with our belief that we must act quickly and decisively to extend and cement our 

marketplace leadership position by taking full advantage of the window of unprecedented opportunity in 

front of us.” 

 

"This deal takes advantage of Xerox’s world-class capabilities and expands our relationship with 3D 

Systems in the exciting and dynamic 3D printing industry,” said Kevin Warren, President of Xerox 

Strategic Growth Initiatives.  “It emphasizes how we are leveraging our expertise while we continue to 

evolve our business model and pursue strategic growth opportunities.” 

 

As part of this agreement, 3DS expects to add more than 100 experienced Xerox engineers and 

contractors specializing in product design and materials science to its global R&D team and immediately 

begin to operate its own facility within the Xerox Wilsonville campus.  Xerox will maintain ink and 

print head development resources along with research relevant for digital printing and the 3D 

markets.  In connection with this strategic investment, 3DS expects to progressively increase its annual 

R&D expenditures by approximately 75% to 100% over the next few years as it completes certain Xerox 

related engineering services commitments and fully leverages its expanded capabilities. 

http://www.3dsystems.com/
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“The stronger our marketplace leadership, the more powerful our economic model becomes,” continued 

Reichental. “Simply put, a solidified position translates directly to higher revenue, higher profitability 

and greater earnings power over time and we are willing to sacrifice short term earnings to get there 

faster." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Accenture Completes Acquisition of PCO Innovation 

18 December 2013 

 

Accenture has completed its acquisition of PCO Innovation – an independent international consulting 

and systems integration group that specializes in product lifecycle management (PLM) software 

technologies. The acquisition enhances Accenture’s deep industry capabilities and the full range of 

services it provides clients in the design, building and management of systems and processes essential to 

driving their large-scale PLM transformation programs. 

 

PCO Innovation’s employees focus on supporting clients as they organize, develop and manage new 

products and services throughout their lifecycle, helping them bring them to market more quickly and 

efficiently. This acquisition follows the completion of another PLM-related acquisition by Accenture 

of PRION Group in October, and announced plans to acquire the industrial and embedded software 

development and services business of evopro group. 

 

“Accenture’s experience with clients has shown that PLM can get products into the market faster and 

more efficiently, increasing the speed of product launches by up to 55 percent and reducing operational 

and product development costs by 10–30 percent,” said Jean-Laurent Poitou, senior managing director, 

Accenture. 

 

Accenture has successfully served more than 250 clients across a wide range of industries since 1989. It 

draws on a range of alliances with top-tier product lifecycle management vendors, and a worldwide 

network of solution centers. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Cadac Group Holding Acquires Detron CAD Solutions 

19 December 2013 

 

Detron ICT & Telecom Group and Cadac Group Holding have signed a purchase agreement stating that 

Cadac Group Holding will take over Detron's CAD activities as of January 1, 2014.  

 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.accenture.com%2Fus-en%2FPages%2Findex.aspx&esheet=50771466&newsitemid=20131218005983&lan=en-US&anchor=Accenture&index=1&md5=74028c34dc18afec0b8180fcb4bbd891
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pco-innovation.com%2Fen&esheet=50771466&newsitemid=20131218005983&lan=en-US&anchor=PCO+Innovation&index=2&md5=1da89c2fb3dcbb0b675caf886bc93e73
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsroom.accenture.com%2Fnews%2Faccenture-completes-acquisition-of-prion-group.htm&esheet=50771466&newsitemid=20131218005983&lan=en-US&anchor=PRION+Group&index=3&md5=1a1f44993a00963489cf5dc823257bbb
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsroom.accenture.com%2Fnews%2Faccenture-strengthens-industrial-and-software-solutions-capability-with-acquisition-of-businesses-from-evopro-group.htm&esheet=50771466&newsitemid=20131218005983&lan=en-US&anchor=evopro+group&index=4&md5=315a782cbbea9cf1a960aa6369039bdb
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Detron CAD Solutions (previously ISSUE CAD Solutions) has been active in the building and 

construction, energy, and GIS sectors for twenty-five years. Ronald Knoop, a business unit director at 

Detron, brought about this transaction. 'Detron focuses on providing integrated ICT and 

telecommunication services. The CAD solutions and associated services are not part of Detron's core 

activities. In selling these activities to Cadac Group, we have found a party for our clients and staff 

which absolutely focuses on these activities and is also the largest organization in this sector in the 

Netherlands,' he says. 

 

Richard Goossens, the Managing Director of the NedGraphics BV and Cadac Group AEC BV divisions 

in Vianen, says, 'This transaction will allow both divisions to increase their scale even more. Our leading 

position with government bodies and the ground works, roadworks, waterworks, and home and utilities 

construction sectors will be further expanded as a result of this growth in knowledge and experience. In 

the coming years, BIM in particular will require major investments on the part of our clients and of 

course from us as a supplier of BIM software solutions.'  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Siemens to Acquire TESIS PLMware, further enhancing its Industry Software Portfolio 

19 December 2013 

 

Siemens has entered into an agreement to acquire TESIS PLMware, a leader in the integration of 

product lifecycle management (PLM) software with other enterprise applications. The acquisition will 

further enhance Siemens’ industry software portfolio. TESIS PLMware helps customers improve IT 

costs and efficiency by providing a proven solution for the integration of Siemens’ Teamcenter® 

software with the world’s leading ERP systems and other enterprise applications such as MES, CRM 

and SCM. TESIS PLMware will, after closing, be assigned to Siemens PLM Software, a business unit of 

the Siemens Industry Automation Division. The agreement includes the acquisition of Munich based 

TESIS PLMware GmbH and its US business. Terms of the acquisition will not be disclosed. 

 

Enterprise software integration, particularly PLM/ERP interoperability, is critical to achieving the 

seamless and efficient flow of information exchange companies require to keep costs in control and 

remain competitive. With the acquisition of TESIS PLMware, an important partner of Siemens PLM 

Software since 1992, Siemens is helping ensure that its customers will continue to seamlessly assimilate 

the Teamcenter PLM portfolio into their global product development and manufacturing environments. 

 

“Siemens is committed to delivering best in class solutions that help our customers, and the next 

generation of manufacturers, efficiently bring innovative products to market,” said Chuck Grindstaff, 

president and CEO, Siemens PLM Software. “With the acquisition of TESIS PLMware, Siemens is 

further expanding its portfolio of industry software. With stable and proven interfaces to the world’s 

leading ERP systems, our PLM solutions are completely integrated into the enterprise software 

architecture of our customers. This makes them faster, more efficient, more flexible and more cost 

effective. Today’s announcement is another important execution step in our strategy of focused 
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acquisitions in the area of industry software.” 

 

TESIS PLMware, a member of the TESIS group, was founded in 1988 as a consultancy and software 

company that helps medium and large manufacturing companies worldwide create integrated PLM 

landscapes and highly efficient product development processes.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Tech Soft 3D Announces Acquisition of tetra4D 

16 December 2013 

 

Tech Soft 3D announced the acquisition of tetra4D and its line of 3D PDF products, including 3D PDF 

Converter - the world's only solution for converting native 3D CAD data into rich, interactive 3D PDF 

documents from within Adobe Acrobat. 

 

Through this acquisition, Tech Soft 3D will begin working directly with regional resellers, current Tech 

Soft 3D HOOPS customers, and end users to expand and improve its suite of 3D PDF-related offerings. 

Specific announcements regarding plans will be forthcoming in the near future. 

 

“The team at tetra4D has done an excellent job of driving global awareness and adoption of 3D PDF 

Converter as the de-facto solution for document-based 3D collaboration in both the enterprise and 

supply chain market,” said Tech Soft 3D VP of Corporate Development, Dave Opsahl. “As the adoption 

of 3D PDF continues to grow so dramatically within enterprises, we felt the time was right for us to 

expand our reach in the marketplace. The acquisition of tetra4D will allow Tech Soft 3D to quickly get 

close to enterprise customers and innovate to meet their needs. We look forward to building direct 

relationships with customers and integrating their ideas into future releases.” 

 

“In 2010, Adobe made the right call outsourcing the continued development and delivery of 3D PDF to 

seasoned professionals in the PLM industry,” stated Greg Baker, President and Co-founder of tetra4D. 

Baker added, “My tetra4D team rapidly built a profitable global business around 3D PDF Converter, 

fueled by a strong belief that 3D PDF is the best possible solution for 3D collaboration in the enterprise. 

Our development partner, Tech Soft 3D has the resources and expertise to take 3D PDF Converter to the 

next level and exceed customer expectations. I am excited to see tetra4D take the next step in its growth 

trajectory as an integral part of Tech Soft 3D, and look forward to the future.” 

 

Current pricing and sales channels will not see changes now or in the foreseeable future. All tetra4D 

support channels will remain active and all website, sales, email, and phone support will continue to be 

accessible through normal channels. More information is available at http://www.tetra4d.com. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://www.techsoft3d.com/
http://www.tetra4d.com/
http://www.tetra4d.com/
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Company News 

Autodesk Names Microsol Resources Americas Partner of the Quarter 

18 December 2013 

 

Microsol Resources Corporation is proud to announce that it has again earned "Autodesk Partner of the 

Quarter" for the Americas, this time for the third quarter of the 2014 Autodesk fiscal year. This 

designation recognizes Microsol Resources not only for its sales performance and outstanding customer 

service, but also for the growth of its operations and its investment in the business of selling Autodesk 

software. 

 

Microsol Resources was selected from more than 200 Autodesk partners due to the increase in software 

sales to customers in the architectural, engineering and construction (AEC) industry whom they have 

served for more than 25 years, as well as the substantial increase in new product sales. Additionally, 

Microsol Resources’ growth in subscriptions validates the company’s commitment to customer 

satisfaction and dedication to customer retention. Microsol Resources and Autodesk work closely to 

apply technical and consulting resources to help users fully implement the expanded Autodesk solution 

set. 

 

“It is a great honor to be recognized by Autodesk as their Partner of the Quarter in North America for 

the second consecutive quarter,” said Emilio Krausz, President of Microsol Resources. “We appreciate 

this continued validation from our most valued Partner, recognizing our consistent commitment to 

superior support for our common clients and steady growth.”  

 

Autodesk selects the Partner of the Quarter based on exceptional sales growth, conscientious customer 

support, use of best practices, industry knowledge and dedication. 

 

“Microsol Resources continues to show outstanding performance and dedication to Autodesk with 

particularly great results in the AEC sector,” said Bill Griffin, Vice President Worldwide Channel Sales 

of Autodesk. “We have a long-standing relationship with Microsol Resources and they continually 

demonstrate best practices while working closely with Autodesk, driving our software to important 

players in the industry.”  

 

Microsol Resources is a pioneer as the first Autodesk Value-Added Reseller (VAR) to receive 

the Platinum designation in the New York metropolitan area, and only the seventh VAR to achieve this 

premier status out of 200 U.S. resellers. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

CD-adapco's STAR Asian Conferences Reach Record Breaking Attendance 

19 December 2013 

 

CD-adapco
TM

 just wrapped up its successful STAR Asian conferences. These regional conferences were 

http://usa.autodesk.com/adsk/servlet/index?siteID=123112&id=1088188
http://usa.autodesk.com/adsk/servlet/index?siteID=123112&id=10024682&DCMP=OTC-pr-psp
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held in Japan, China, Korea, Malaysia and India with each attracting a record breaking attendance, with 

over 1,200 engineers travelling from across the whole of Asia to participate in the events. 

 

The STAR Chinese Conference was the newest event added to the regional conference series. CD-

adapco opened their office in Shanghai just a few months prior to the event and was pleased they were 

able to so quickly support over 300 attendees. "This year's regional STAR conference success shows our 

ongoing dedication to the global simulation community," said Bill Clark, CD-adapco's Executive Vice 

President. "We had leading companies from all major industries speaking and in attendance. We are not 

only building a well-established international base of customers, but also connecting our globally 

dispersed customers through these events." 

 

Commencing the 2014 CD-adapco conference season is the STAR Global Conference 2014 being held 

in Vienna, Austria. This event is the company's global conference attracting attendees from their 

worldwide community. This exclusive three day event (www.star-global-conference.com) will take 

place on March 17-19, 2014. 

 

The theme of this year's event is "Simulating Systems" and registration includes the keynote 

presentation, over 120 industrial presentations, 36 industry specific sessions, technology demonstrations, 

and a free full day of training for every attendee. CD-adapco received well over 150 abstracts from all 

over the world. Two additional tracks have been added to the conference agenda in order to give 

attendees a truly all-encompassing selection of engineering simulation sessions. The finalized full 

packed agenda will be announced in early 2014. 

 

In addition, the STAR Global Conference 2014 is the official launch event of STAR-CCM+
®
 v9, which 

will be the latest version of CD-adapco's flagship engineering software tool. 

 

For the most up-to-date details on the STAR Global Conference, visit the website at: http://www.star-

global-conference.com/ 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESI Group: Nomination of a second COO: Dr Christopher St. John 

16 December 2013 

 

Dr. Alain de Rouvray, Chairman and CEO of ESI Group, proposed to the Board of Directors on 

December 4th, 2013, the appointment of Dr. Christopher St.John as Chief Operating Officer of ESI 

Group. The Board accepted the nomination. 

 

Dr. Alain de Rouvray can now rely on two COO; Dr. Vincent Chaillou for the activities of the Edition 

and Strategic Marketing and Dr. Christopher St.John for the activities of Distribution and Support. 

 

http://www.star-global-conference.com/
http://www.star-global-conference.com/
http://www.star-global-conference.com/
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Dr. Christopher St.John joined the Group in July 2008 as Director for Asia Pacific. Since February 2010 

he has been responsible for Distribution operations in all geographic areas. 

 

His career includes more than 30 years with companies publishing and distributing CAE solutions and in 

engineering consultancy. He holds a PhD in Civil Engineering from Imperial College, London, UK. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

GibbsCAM featured at Autodesk University 2013 

19 December 2013 

 

Cimatron Limited today announced that its subsidiary, Gibbs and Associates, developer 

of GibbsCAM 
®

 software for programming CNC machine tools, participated in two sessions within the 

manufacturing track at Autodesk University 2013. Bill Gibbs, founder and president of Gibbs and 

Associates, was a member of panel discussions on the future of CAD/CAM. Andy Heffner, Gibbs' 

application engineer, conducted a hands-on demonstration of a GibbsCAM workflow for making and 

programming parts for CNC machining. 

 

"We were pleased and excited to be invited to support Autodesk in its industry education and forum for 

discussing topics important to business, design, engineering and manufacturing," said Bill Gibbs. "Aside 

from helping manufacturers plan for the future and make critical decisions today, Autodesk University 

provides us a great opportunity to demonstrate GibbsCAM interoperability with Autodesk Inventor, and 

GibbsCAM's superiority in ease of use, flexibility and efficiency in programming CNCs of all types, 

even the most complex multi-axis, multi-task machines, using models created with Autodesk Inventor." 

 

Early this year, GibbsCAM was certified for Autodesk Inventor 2014, marking the thirteenth 

consecutive year that the software has been certified for Autodesk Inventor, and Gibbs and Associates 

continues to be an authorized member of the Autodesk Developer Network and an Autodesk Authorized 

Independent Software Vendor. GibbsCAM offers seamless integration with Inventor, directly reading 

Autodesk Inventor IPT (part model) files, preserving all color information assigned within Inventor to 

provide continuity in recognizing and communicating part and feature attributes. 

 

"We are very pleased to have Gibbs and Associates renew Inventor certification for GibbsCAM," 

said Carl White, Senior Director of Manufacturing Engineering Products at Autodesk. "GibbsCAM has 

supported Autodesk Inventor with direct reading of Inventor models and assemblies since the beginning 

of our certification program, with constant dedication to interoperability and ease of use. We are proud 

to have companies like Gibbs and Associates as partners in delivering extensible, flexible and easy-to-

use applications to our manufacturing customers." 

 

GibbsCAM's full associativity of geometry, processes and toolpaths easily accommodates updates to 

Autodesk Inventor part geometry and process parameters. CNC programmers can quickly optimize parts 

and define the process for machining the parts, whether they have simple geometry needing only 2-axis 

http://www.gibbscam.com/
http://au.autodesk.com/
http://www.autodesk.com/products/autodesk-inventor-family/overview
http://usa.autodesk.com/adsk/servlet/index?id=21599809&siteID=123112
http://usa.autodesk.com/adsk/servlet/index?id=472012&siteID=123112
http://usa.autodesk.com/adsk/servlet/index?siteID=123112&id=1088188
http://usa.autodesk.com/adsk/servlet/index?siteID=123112&id=1088188
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turning or 2.5-axis milling, or complex geometry requiring the latest 5-axis machining centers, multi-

task machines or Swiss-style turning centers. Once machining processes are defined in GibbsCAM, they 

are automatically updated when the Inventor model is revised. GibbsCAM also directly reads AutoCAD 

DXF and DWG files, enabling use of part geometry to program machining processes. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Granta Announces Simulation and Materials Information Management Advances from Additive 

Manufacturing Projects 

18 December 2013 

 

Granta Design announced details of their latest advances in simulation and materials information 

management to help Additive Manufacturers improve research, design, testing, and simulation. These 

developments are the result of Granta’s involvement in two European Framework Seven projects 

(NANOMICRO and AMAZE) focused on the field of Additive Manufacturing, also known as Additive 

Layer Manufacturing or ‘3-D printing’.   

 

Additive Manufacturing is an area in which the use of simulation and increased experimental automation 

require effective management of large quantities of materials information. Factors such as the need to 

accurately capture complex processing histories make this a challenge. Granta technology can help to 

meet this challenge, and has been validated and extended through involvement in these projects. 

 

This announcement follows last week’s final NANOMICRO meeting.  In the 4-year project, ten partners 

have been developing a layer-wise manufacturing approach using highly focalised powder/heat fluxes 

(with dimensions in the microns range) for metals and cermets (ceramic-metallic composites). Granta’s 

collaboration with the University of Cambridge enabled simulation work that informed the choice of 

build parameters in the additive manufacturing process, leading to a shorter production development 

time and lower part failures. The work tested and validated the use of Granta software as a means to 

apply materials models and analyze their results. 

 

Granta are also partners in the ongoing project “Additive Manufacturing Aiming Towards Zero Waste & 

Efficient Production of High-Tech Metal Products” (AMAZE). Led by the European Space Agency, this 

30 partner project seeks to rapidly produce large defect-free additively-manufactured metallic 

components up to 2 metres in size for use in aeronautics, space, nuclear fusion, automotive, and tooling. 

Granta is helping project partners manage the materials, processing, and test information for analysis 

and simulation, tailored uniquely for Additive Manufacturing as AMAZE seeks to achieve 50% 

reduction in power, consumables, raw materials, machining, and cost for finished parts, compared to 

traditional processing. 

 

Granta’s involvement has fed directly into the on-going development of its materials information 

management software, GRANTA MI™—Version 7 of which was launched earlier this month. The 

AMAZE project has supported the enhancement of features that enable widely-dispersed collaborators 

to upload and share complex materials data. It is also validating the capabilities of the system in 

http://www.nanomicro-project.eu/joomla/
http://www.amaze-project.eu/index.html
http://www.grantadesign.com/news/news/2013/mi7.shtml
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capturing large volumes of highly complex data from multiple partner organisations and linking these 

together to make the full body of data securely searchable and analysable 

 

“Involvement in these collaborative projects has reinforced the importance of an advanced materials 

information management system”, explains Dr James Goddin, Collaborative Programme Manager at 

Granta Design. He went on to add, “Within a collaborative setting as well as within individual 

organisations, as project partners contribute to and access the data they need, with appropriate 

management of IP, we are seeing faster, better results from testing programs. This helps to save time and 

develop new materials knowledge, it also capitalises on the extensive data that is already being 

generated in this area, avoiding duplication of effort and establishing a better understanding of some of 

the more complex variables.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Keystone Business Services Now an Autodesk PLM 360 Advisor 

18 December 2013 

 

Keystone Business Services announced today it is now a certified Autodesk PLM 360 Advisor, which 

allows Keystone to implement, integrate and support Autodesk® PLM 360, a simple-to-deploy product 

lifecycle management (PLM) solution in the cloud. 

 

Keystone Business Services offers a NetSuite ERP integration experience and the ability to tailor each 

implementation to meet the specific needs and challenges of their customers, which makes the company 

an ideal choice to serve as one of the first U.S. Autodesk PLM 360 Advisors. 

 

Keystone will leverage Autodesk PLM 360 to help clients develop process and procedures to bring 

products to market. The integration of cloud-based Autodesk PLM 360 and NetSuite ERP provides a 

single system for all stakeholders involved in the commercialization process to collaborate and turn the 

best ideas into actionable plans. 

 

“Keystone has been very successful as a channel partner and service provider for NetSuite, and their 

expertise in deploying cloud-based enterprise systems will be valuable to Autodesk as we scale our 

Autodesk PLM 360 solution,” said Brian Roepke, director of PLM at Autodesk. “Keystone is an ideal 

Autodesk PLM 360 Advisor due to their experience, location and size and we believe Autodesk PLM 

360 will be both a strategic and profitable complement to Keystone’s ERP business as we move 

forward.” 

 

“We are very pleased to be joining the Autodesk PLM 360 Advisor program,” said Eric Jozwiak, 

Owner, Keystone Business Services. “We believe working with Autodesk provides a strong complement 

to our current portfolio as it provides significant benefits for our clients and prospects with a unique 

opportunity to leverage the power of cloud computing.” 
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For more information on NetSuite and Autodesk PLM360 integration, please 

visithttp://www.netsuite.com/portal/landing/autodesk/main.shtml?inid=Autodesk. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Knovel Announces New Partnerships with Taylor & Francis and Five Other Publishers 

16 December 2013 

 

Knovel announced today the addition of six publishers, including Taylor & Francis and ICE Publishing, 

to its roster of more than 100 authoritative publishers and societies. Knovel has signed more than 20 new 

publishing partners since January, making 2013 a record year for content expansion. As a result, 

engineers worldwide have access to more content, data and answers from credible sources. Knovel’s 

cloud-based application integrates technical information with analytical and search tools. 

 

“We’re pleased to work with Knovel to facilitate access to CRC Press and Routledge content for 

engineers in the corporate and government markets,” said T. Emmett Dages, president of U.S. Books for 

Taylor & Francis Group. “Engineers rely on Knovel for best practices and trusted technical answers to 

solve problems. Our partnership with Knovel is in line with our goal to make our content accessible and 

useful where and when engineers need it most.” 

 

“These partnerships, several with limited exclusivity, highlight Knovel as a valued part of the digital 

strategy for publishers of all sizes – from large commercial firms to smaller organizations,” said Ella 

Balagula, SVP, Engineering & Technology for Elsevier. “Knovel makes content more discoverable and 

actionable for engineers. These new partners offer a diverse range of content, including industry best 

practices, that appeal to engineers who turn to Knovel for information support when tackling tough 

questions. We’re pleased to end the year on such a high note.” 

 

The six new publishing partners include: 

American Geosciences Institute: The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of 

geoscientific and professional associations that represents more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists, 

and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves 

as a voice of shared interests in our profession, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education 

and strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in today’s world. 

 

BCS – The Chartered Institute for IT: BCS, The Chartered Institute for IT, champions the global IT 

profession and the interests of individuals engaged in that profession for the benefit of all. The Institute 

collaborates with government, industry and relevant bodies to establish good working practices, codes of 

conduct, skills frameworks and common standards. It also offers a range of consultancy services to 

employers to help them adopt best practice. 

 

BNi Building News: Since 1946, BNi Building News has been America’s most comprehensive source of 

construction books, building codes, legal forms and contracts, cost estimating tools and other reference 

http://www.netsuite.com/portal/landing/autodesk/main.shtml?inid=Autodesk
http://www.knovel.com/
http://www.agiweb.org/
http://www.bcs.org/
http://www.bnibooks.com/
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materials for the building trades. As a publisher, BNi works closely with both code developers such as 

the NFPA, ASPE, and the APWA, as well as with state and local government agencies to provide the 

highest level of quality in the preparation and distribution of codes and standards. 

 

Cambridge International Science Publishing: Cambridge International Science Publishing Ltd (CISP) 

publishes selected books and journals on materials science, physics, chemistry, applied mathematics, 

and engineering. Journals include: Advances in Electrometallurgy, Physics of Metals and Advanced 

Technologies, Physics and Chemistry of Materials Treatment, Journal of Advances in Chemical Physics 

and Journal of Advanced Materials. 

 

ICE Publishing: ICE Publishing, publishing arm of the Institution of Civil Engineers, an 80,000-member 

society based in the United Kingdom, formed with the aim to "foster and promote the art and science of 

civil engineering." ICE Publishing produces a wide range of books and journals sharing expert advice, 

leading research and best practice in civil engineering and construction. The organization’s leading 

journals are integral to supporting ICE's commitment to knowledge transfer and best practice within 

civil engineering and construction. 

 

Taylor & Francis: Taylor & Francis Group partners with researchers, scholarly societies, universities 

and libraries worldwide to bring knowledge to life. As one of the world’s leading publishers of scholarly 

journals, books, ebooks and reference works its content spans all areas of Humanities, Social Sciences, 

Behavioral Sciences, Science, and Technology and Medicine. Taylor & Francis is a division of UK-

based Informa plc, one of the world’s leading providers of highly specialized publishing, events, 

training, market intelligence and expertise. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Maya Heat Transfer Technologies to Sell Siemens’ LMS CAE Products in Canada 

18 December 2013 

 

MAYA’s broad expertise in software development and engineering enables customization of off-the-

shelf software and optimization of product design. As a solution partner and reseller for Siemens’ PLM 

software business, MAYA brings an intimate knowledge of products and technologies that enable 

delivery of a total solution, customized to meet customer needs. LMS customers will greatly benefit 

from the synergy between the LMS solutions and the technical expertise and support capabilities of 

MAYA. 

 

“This is absolutely an exciting moment in our 27 year history into the CAE market both as author of 

CAE products and as an industry expert in CAD, CAE and Lifecycle Management software solutions,” 

said Dominique Frechette, Director Business Strategy, Maya Heat Transfer Technologies. “LMS 

Imagine.Lab and LMS Virtual.Lab products represent a great strategic alignment extending even further 

our ability to help customers translate software technology into sustainable business solutions. MAYA, 

http://www.cisp-publishing.com/
http://www.ice.org.uk/Publications
http://www.taylorandfrancis.com/
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with its substantial knowledge and expertise in many of the domains addressed by the LMS product 

portfolio, is exceptionally well positioned to help customers appreciate and use the quality products of 

LMS to their full distinctive value.” 

 

“We are pleased to work with MAYA to broaden our reach and bring the power of LMS technology to 

the Canadian market,” said Marc Boonen, President for Americas, LMS, a Siemens Business. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Mentor Graphics Announces New President and Managing Director for Japan 

19 December 2013 

 

Mentor Graphics Corporation announced Greg Helton as president and managing director for Mentor 

Graphics Japan. During Mr. Helton’s distinguished career, spanning 26 years in the semiconductor 

industry, he has had executive responsibilities in marketing, sales, and general management. He has 

spent the last 14 years as a resident of Japan, with a proven track record in growing business for U.S. 

semiconductor companies. 

 

Prior to joining Mentor Graphics, Mr. Helton was managing director and president of Aptina Imaging 

Japan LLC. Mr. Helton was previously at Fairchild Semiconductor, where he was corporate vice-

president and president and managing director of Fairchild Semiconductor Japan. Before that he was 

corporate vice-president at LSI Logic and president of LSI Logic Japan. Earlier in his career he held 

senior management positions at VLSI Technology and National Semiconductor Corporation. 

 

“With his extensive semiconductor background, strong experience in sales operations and familiarity 

with Japan based on his many years of living and working there, Greg Helton has the right combination 

of management skills and experience for this position,” said Walden C. Rhines, chairman and CEO of 

Mentor Graphics. “We feel confident he will be a tremendous asset to our Japan operation, and we 

welcome him to the Mentor Graphics team.” 

 

“Mentor Graphics is a great company, and I share its firm belief that the customer is always the top 

priority,” said Greg Helton. “As a former Mentor Graphics customer I am excited to have this 

opportunity to contribute to Mentor’s success in Japan.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

MSC Software and Nizhniy Novgorod State Technical University Announce a Renewed Collaboration 

Focused on Education & Science 

18 December 2013 

 

MSC Software Corporation and Nizhniy Novgorod State Technical University, named after R. E. 

http://www.mscsoftware.com/
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Alekseev (NNSTU n. a. R. E. Alekseev, Nizhniy Novgorod, Russia), one of the leading technical 

universities in the Volga Federal District of Russia, announce the expansion of their collaboration to 

train engineers in automotive, shipbuilding, energy and a number of other engineering industries. 

 

In 2011, MSC Software and NNSTU n. a. R. E. Alekseev created the Competence Center for 

engineering analysis to support the region's high concentration of leading Russian companies in major 

manufacturing industries. To equip the Competence Center with technology, MSC Software licensed the 

use of its MSC Nastran, Patran, Adams, Marc, Dytran, Easy5, and Sinda software products. 

 

MSC actively supports the work of the specialists at NNSTU n. a. R. E. Alekseev by regularly 

conducting training and information seminars on methods of working with the software, as well as 

consulting support for teaching academic disciplines. 

 

Experts of NNSTU n. a. R. E. Alekseev have close contacts with enterprises of the Volga Federal 

District and in-depth understanding of the needs in the field of engineering analysis. Their focus is on 

solving a number of practical problems to illustrate the possibilities of MSC simulation software 

products and their application in engineering design. Graduates of NNSTU n. a. R. E. Alekseev will 

become skilled in using MSC products, and in higher demand to find careers in engineering. MSC 

Software's technology is most actively used in the Institute of Transportation Systems - one of the 

largest educational and research centers within the University. 

  

"The Competence Center is an important element of training qualified engineers for modern Russian 

industry," says Anatoliy M. Groshev, Director of the Institute of Transportation Systems of NNSTU n. 

a. R. E. Alekseev. "Cooperation with MSC Software helps us strengthen our educational and scientific 

base, promotes financial stability of the Institute and the University as a whole in the context of higher 

education." 

 

"MSC Software finds great importance in collaborating with universities," says Nikolay A. Bondarenko, 

MSC Software Regional Director, Russia & CIS. "Preparation of specialists with practical skills in 

solving real engineering problems using modern simulation technologies is what is needed for the 

development of high-tech industries in Russia. Effective use of MSC technology in the educational 

process, research, and in fulfilling industrial orders in cooperation with NNSTU n. a. R. E. Alekseev will 

continue to expand in the future." 

 

NNSTU n. a. R. E. Alekseev has also acquired commercial licenses of MSC technology allowing the 

university to carry out engineering services, as well as strengthening ties with industrial enterprises 

owning and applying MSC Software solutions in practice. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Optitex Continues Expansion in Asia Pacific, Signs JETS Digital as Strategic Partner to Cover 

Australia and New Zealand 

18 December 2013 

 

Optitex, a provider of 2D and 3D CAD/CAM and Virtual Prototyping software solutions announced the 

signing of an affiliate agreement with JETS Digital, a leader in the distribution, support and installation 

of CAD and CAM solutions in Australia and New Zealand. 

  

Recently, Optitex announced the opening of the Hong Kong office as part of its mission to spread its 

global knowledge, expand its offering to a new client base worldwide and deliver even better support for 

existing customers. The affiliation with JETS Digital will leverage the capabilities of both companies by 

combining strong local market expertise with leading-edge software solutions and JETS Digital’s 

respected client base. The affiliation will secure an enhanced route to market for Optitex’s advanced 

software solutions. 

  

"Australia and New Zealand are significant and advanced markets for us in Asia Pacific, with the 

potential to impact other countries as well” Said Ofer Asif, VP Asia & Emerging Markets, Optitex. “Our 

partnership with JETS Digital and its highly skilled technical and commercial team, provides us with 

solid access to the leading players in the market, and presents us with an excellent opportunity to 

strengthen our position in the region“ 

  

“Our partnership with Optitex brings a terrific opportunity to offer the marketplace leading 2D and 3D 

advanced CAD software.” Said Ari Grynberg, Sales & Business Development Manager at JETS Digital. 

“We’re confident this new relationship will propel JETS Digital to the forefront as CAD industry 

experts in Australia and New Zealand, introducing Optitex software solutions to our market”. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

SolidCAM works with OKK and Tungaloy at MECT 2013, Japan 

18 December 2013 

 

SolidCAM’s Japanese reseller Tactx collaborated with OKK and Tungaloy at the recent MECT 2013 

exhibition in Nagoya, Japan. The biennial show, which has been running since 1987 is the country’s 

largest for machinery, CAD/CAM, tooling and associated equipment, and this year welcomed 93,741 

visitors. 

 

Sharing the OKK booth, Tactx used SolidCAM iMachining to program a demonstration part, for the 

exhibition, to show off the capabilities of the OKK HMC 400. This machine was set up for live cutting 

at the show to include a video screen, to make it easy to see the machining in progress. 

 

At the Tungaloy booth, visitors could see the latest Tunghold and Tungcap tooling systems as well as 

http://www.optitex.com/
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the company’s range of inserts and carbide tools and, at the same time, pick up information on 

SolidCAM. 

 

Both OKK and Tungaloy appreciate the power of SolidCAM, which led to the collaboration at MECT 

2013. The software’s patented iMachining and Technology Wizard is unique within the industry and 

routinely produces cycle time reductions of 70%. In addition, because tool loadings are controlled and 

steady, tool life is increased and very small cutters can be used without the risk of breakage. 

 

Ease of use is a major factor for Japanese engineers, allowing them to make the best use of their time. 

SolidCAM offers some major advantages in this respect, as it has been a SolidWorks Gold Partner for 

more than ten years. The integration between the two products is seamless, enabling users to work 

within a familiar intuitive environment. They can then generate optimized CNC programs far more 

quickly and use the time saved to examine and improve other aspects of the production process.  

 

For multi-axis applications, SolidCAM enables Japanese machinists to program the most complex mill-

turn centers and 5-axis machining centers. Strategies and simulation cover every area of these processes 

including indexing and simultaneous 5-axis cutting. iMachining 3D, which can be used in mill-turn and 

indexing, makes it possible to achieve very high metal removal rates. Customers frequently report cycle 

time reductions of up to 90%. 

 

Overall, 488 people came to the OKK booth, making it a very successful show for both OKK and 

SolidCAM’s reseller Tactx, reinforcing the partnership and helping Japanese engineers to understand 

what can be achieved with advanced machinery, tooling and CAD/CAM software.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Successful Event at Autodesk University 2013 as Autodesk and System Insights Celebrate Partnership 

16 December 2013 

 

System Insights and Autodesk recently teamed to build solutions to marry 3D spatial modelling with 

real-time manufacturing data analytics. These capabilities were presented at Autodesk University 2013 

recently. Carl White, Senior Director of Manufacturing Engineering Products at Autodesk stated, “By 

working with System Insights we aim to increase the visibility of manufacturing operations to facilitate 

flexible, agile and efficient production.” 

 

The solutions will also be able to identify areas where production efficiency and energy usage can be 

optimized and the traceability of product flows and processes can be improved. The synthesized data 

views will inform decision-making on production scheduling, plant layout, maintenance and asset 

health, process planning and tool-path design and evaluations of new capital investments. 

 

Dr. Athulan Vijayaraghavan, Founder & CTO of System Insights, said, “We are very excited in 

partnering with Autodesk to bring vimana's real-time manufacturing data analytics to Autodesk's range 

of digital tools for factory design. By bringing the vimana’s proven capabilities in improving 
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manufacturing productivity to Autodesk's products, we will be providing users a comprehensive real-

time solution to visualize plant layouts, manage shop floor assets, and optimize complex production 

flows. These capabilities will increase manufacturing profitability, reduce operating costs, and improve 

energy efficiency and sustainability.” 

 

vimana is the only software product that combines a comprehensive real-time data solution, based on the 

MTConnect data standard, with multi-dimensional, complex reasoning and machine learning 

technologies to deliver predictive manufacturing solutions for both machining-based discrete and 

process manufacturing industries. 

 

vimana identifies periods of production losses using a sophisticated classification engine, and provides 

users with the information and insight needed to improve utilization. vimana includes real-time 

dashboards as well as historical reports and analysis; it integrates with a wide range of modern and 

legacy factory equipment using the MTConnect open standard for machine tool data interoperability. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

SURFCAM Expands Global Software Representation to South Africa 

20 December 2013 

 

SURFCAM Inc., a division of Vero Software, has increased its global sales presence with the expansion 

into the growing South African market. SURFCAM’s authorized Reseller in Portugal, UAVISION 

(www.uavision.com) has significant ties to Angola and Mozambique through its representation of other 

products in these emerging markets. Using their experience and established business contacts, 

UAVISION is uniquely positioned to launch and establish SURFCAM in these Countries. 

 

“UAVISION is a dynamic young business and we are very pleased to support their expansion into 

Angola and Mozambique. Their experience selling technology into these emerging markets, plus their 

previous success of selling SURFCAM in Portugal, bodes well for the future” says Matt Soucy, VAR 

Channel Manager, SURFCAM 

 

“Our experience indicates that these countries are experiencing strong economic growth with a clear 

focus on developing internal engineering capacities. SURFCAM’s breadth of functionality combined 

with ease-of-use makes it an ideal solution for these markets,” states João Noéme, UAVISION. 

 

SURFCAM is an affordable and competitive solution for 2D and 3D modelling, and features easy to use 

CNC programming for 2-, 3-, 4-, and 5-axis machining. SURFCAM products have been installed on 

more than 26,000 systems worldwide during the past 25 years. In that time, SURFCAM has grown to 

support 15 languages and has gained an outstanding reputation for training and providing the highest 

level of technical support to its customer base. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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The Altair Partner Alliance Grows by 45 Percent to Exceed 40 Partners in 2013  

17 December 2013 

 

Altair continues to build an industry-leading ecosystem for computer-aided engineering (CAE) and 

high-performance computing (HPC) solutions via strategic technology partnerships in the Altair Partner 

Alliance (APA) for HyperWorks® and the PBS Works™ HPC Partner Program.  Encouraging 

compatibility and open communication with other players in this space and supporting most file types, 

including those of its competitors, Altair continues to make strides in the industry.   

 

This is largely due to the success of numerous and meaningful technology partnerships, facilitated 

through the application of the unique, patented HyperWorks licensing model.  The APA invites third 

party software providers to enable their tools on the HyperWorks platform, allowing them to operate 

seamlessly in conjunction with Altair products. 

 

Many independent software vendors have realized the value of this unique opportunity, causing the 

program to grow substantially in 2013, reaching agreements with 13 new technology partners. A number 

of new partners are scheduled to launch in the first half of 2014, including Maplesoft, Sentient Science, 

NovusNexus, Matelys and Multiscale Design Systems, among others. With 35 active partners, more 

than half of the APA members participated in this year's Altair Technology Conference series by either 

sponsoring or attending, helping to illustrate the mutual benefits realized by both the partners and Altair. 

 

"Since joining the Altair Partner Alliance in 2008, the relationship has exceeded our expectations for 

revenue growth, new customers and demand for our entire product range," said Steve Tudberry, Vice 

President, HBM-nCode. "In addition, the 2013 Altair Technology Conference series provided a great 

environment to interact with customers and partners with demonstration and networking opportunities. 

This allowed us to share our latest capabilities for fatigue and durability analysis with innovative 

companies from a multitude of industries."   

 

The APA has also experienced substantial customer growth since 2012, with nearly a 25 percent 

increase in customers using partner products and 62 percent of those users accessing more than one 

partner product for their CAE projects. 

 

Altair also supports its client base with a broad array of integrations with leading HPC technology 

products. Companies like HP, Cray Inc., SGI, Fujitsu, Acer, Dell, Intel, NVIDIA, AMD and others 

benefit from enabling their hardware, software and infrastructure products on PBS Professional®, 

Altair's industry leading workload management software. These alliances make HPC components more 

readily accessible to Altair users.  

 

"With their deep expertise in both workload management and end-user applications, Altair is a key 

software partner for Cray in HPC," said Peg Williams, Cray's senior vice president of high performance 

computing systems. "Cray and Altair have a long-established history of collaboration and working 

together to deliver the reliable and well-supported computing resources organizations need to be 

http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7618758&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXIuY29tLw%3D%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7618758&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL2FsdGFpcmFsbGlhbmNlLmNvbS8%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7618758&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL2FsdGFpcmFsbGlhbmNlLmNvbS8%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7618758&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5wYnN3b3Jrcy5jb20vUGFnZUNvcnBQYXJ0bmVyLmFzcHg%2FaWQ9MTc%3D
http://globalmessaging1.prnewswire.com/clickthrough/servlet/clickthrough?msg_id=7618758&adr_order=17&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbHRhaXJhdGMuY29tLw%3D%3D


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 26 

successful." 

 

One of this year's most notable achievements was Altair's honor of receiving the Voyager Award from 

Intel, reserved for those who have contributed to expanding the global reach and overall market growth 

of Intel Cluster Ready solutions. 

 

With simple customization abilities and integration opportunities, PBS Works partners have further 

access to Altair's customer base, allowing them to continue to expand in desired markets. This creates a 

mutually beneficial situation, since Altair can provide more extensive HPC solutions to satisfy customer 

demand. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

TraceParts is now expanding for the Northern European Market 

17 December 2013 

 

TraceParts today announced the creation of TraceParts UK Ltd to further expands its activities into the 

UK. With other sites located in USA, Brazil, China, France, Germany, Italy and Turkey, TraceParts UK 

will help support the fast growing need for publishing 3D content coming from component 

manufacturers and industrial distributors in the UK and Northern Europe.  

 

‘Our strategy of being located close to our Customers proved to be successful and we needed to 

complement our support to Northern Europe. There is no doubt that our geographical coverage will 

increase substantially in a near future’ commented Etienne Mullie, TraceParts founder and CEO.  

 

‘With a forecast for 2014 of over 2 Million registered Designers and Engineers onto the TraceParts 

online platforms, TraceParts 3D marketing solutions are just about to become one of the most effective 

B2B marketing tools for generating high quality leads. TraceParts value proposition gives the 

opportunity to Component Manufacturers and Distributors to promote their products right at the design 

stage giving them a unique competitive advantage compared with other traditional prospect acquisition 

methods’ says Gabriel Guigue TraceParts Managing Director.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Wipro Partners with Michigan State University to Launch Wipro STEM Fellowship Program in US 

19 December 2013 

 

Wipro Ltd. and Michigan State University (MSU) jointly announced the launch of a fellowship program 

in the United States. This multi-year program will be funded by a USD 2.8 million grant from Wipro, 

and will involve over a hundred school teachers, with the aim of nurturing excellence in science and 

mathematics, starting with the public school systems of Chicago. 
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The Wipro STEM Fellowship Program will focus on building leadership in these disciplines in urban 

schools by leveraging on research validated expertise of the College of Education at the MSU in 

designing transformative and innovative instructional experiences. For the Chicago public schools 

system, this program and its fellow teachers will be an integrated part of its effort towards STEM 

capacity development in the districts. 

 

Wipro’s initiative is aligned with the US national goal to significantly improve the quality of education 

in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). "Wipro is committed to being an 

involved participant in its communities. This initiative seeks to develop and inspire young people to 

contribute to excellence in STEM education,” said T.K Kurien, Chief Executive Officer and Member of 

the Board, Wipro Ltd. 

 

The program, to be entirely funded by Wipro, will identify teachers committed to teaching in urban 

schools after a rigorous selection process. Participants will be elementary or secondary school educators. 

 

Successful participants will earn a Graduate Certificate in STEM Teaching and Leadership recognizing 

their commitment and expertise in STEM fields in urban education. All program participants will also 

become part of the STEM Urban Learning & Leadership Community. This community seeks to create a 

cohort culture that builds both individual and collective capacity to give an impetus for STEM learning 

outcomes among urban students. The program leverages directly on the significant Urban Education 

initiatives of the College of Education, MSU, and its award winning Master of Arts Program in 

Education Technology. 

 

The College of Education, MSU is one of the leading schools of education in the US, working across 

multiple states. 

 

“There is a critical shortage of excellent math and science teachers nationwide and even more so in 

urban school districts,” said project co-leader Sonya Gunnings-Moton, assistant dean in the College of 

Education, Michigan State University. “We need leaders among teachers who can build not only their 

own capacity to improve learning, but also the capacity of their colleagues.” 

 

Aarti Dhupelia, Chief Officer of College and Career Success at Chicago Public Schools said, “The 

cornerstone of providing a high quality STEM education for our students is ensuring we have 

exceptional math and science teachers leading the way.  We are so grateful for this partnership with 

Wipro and Michigan State University that will have a transformational impact in our classrooms and 

communities.” 

 

“This program is designed to develop each of these teachers into catalysts of change in disadvantaged 

communities of urban areas. This initiative also dovetails with our vision of making a deep and 

impactful contribution towards achieving high quality education,” said Anurag Behar, Chief 

Sustainability Officer, Wipro Ltd. 
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This initiative with MSU is the second such program that Wipro has kicked off in the past 16 months in 

the US. In 2012, Wipro and the University of Massachusetts, Boston (UMass Boston) jointly launched a 

fellowship program across 10 districts of Boston and Newark area in STEM Education, with the aim of 

fostering excellence. 

 

Since the beginning of the last decade, Wipro has unveiled a raft of initiatives targeted at resolving 

issues dogging India’s education system. Wipro’s Applying Thought in Schools aims to improve the 

quality of school education.  Mission10x is an initiative, wherein the company works with college 

teachers to enhance employability skills of engineering graduates in India.  

 

Wipro employs more than 10,000 professionals across 48 states in the US.  Wipro has a vigorous 

recruitment program and hires from colleges and universities across the US.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

WorkNC Orders Top €100,000 at Euromold   

16 December 2013 

 

Extensive interest in the WorkNC stable of products from Vero Software on show at Euromold, meant 

orders placed at the exhibition topped the €100,000 mark. 

 

Features in the latest releases of WorkNC, WorkNC Dental, WorkXplore and WorkPLAN attracted 

considerable enthusiasm, and as well as the €100,000+ orders, the team provided more than 50 

quotations and took a number of strong sales leads. 

 

“It was the first time many visitors to our stand had seen our products exhibiting under the world-

renowned Vero Software branding, following the acquisition of the WorkNC stable at the start of the 

year,” says Werner Moeller, WorkNC Manager in Germany. “They were pleased to see that Vero is 

actively investing in the brand.”  

 

WorkNC’s functionality of automatically generating 5-axis toolpaths from existing 3-axis paths was of 

particular interest at Euromold. Described as a unique and revolutionary innovation in the field of 5-axis 

CNC machining, it enables users to automatically generate 5-axis collision-free programs based on 

existing 3-axis toolpaths while taking into account the specific kinematics of the 5-axis milling center 

selected. 

 

Werner Moeller also described the interest in WorkNC Dental as ‘astonishing.’ “Euromold isn’t really 

known as a show for the dental market. But visitors were keen to see for themselves how the latest 

version of our dental solution provides a wide range of innovative automatic machining functions for 

dental prosthesis, whatever the process.” 
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WorkNC Dental V4 includes new automatic cavity recognition for fully automatic machining on both 3 

+ 2 and 5-axis machines, through the faultless detection of concurrent or diverging insertion axes. This 

new functionality provides optimal use of 3+2 machines which do not have simultaneous 5-axis 

capabilities. 

 

Part of the Vero Software Group, WorkNC is a leading CNC solution providing its customers with 

productivity, reliability and flexibility. Improving these attributes in any company will help increase 

profitability. Vero has direct offices in the UK, Italy, France, Japan, USA, Brazil, Netherlands and 

China, while supplying products to more than 45 countries through its wholly owned subsidiaries and 

reseller network.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Events News 

Autodesk Showcases New Version of Autodesk360 at Autodesk University Extension (AUx) Mumbai 

19 December 2013 

 

Autodesk, Inc. announced today that the next generation of Autodesk 360, shall lead the company’s 

vision of providing a project-centric cloud solution that covers all aspects of the design and engineering 

workflow.  

 

Developed out of its India research and development facilities at Hyderabad, Autodesk 360 can help 

professional as well as amateur designers streamline their workflows, effectively collaborate, and 

quickly access and share their work anytime and from anywhere on a real time basis. The next 

generation of Autodesk 360 delivers a cloud based collaboration platform specifically for Design & 

Engineering Projects. It addresses the entire design & engineering workflow, from start to finish and 

includes the entire project team, not just the designers.  

 

This continuous, unbroken workflow represents a significant productivity enhancement for users who 

had been accustomed to working on a file with one app, saving it, converting it, and then opening it up 

with another app to perform the next step in the design process. The net result is that users in 

the Architecture, Engineering, & Construction; Manufacturing; and Media & Entertainment industries 

will be able to do more, achieve better results faster and collaborate more effectively. As a hub for 

project and team collaboration, the next generation of Autodesk 360 allows all project collaborators 

access from any device, including desktops, tablets and mobile phones. Upon logging in to Autodesk 

360, users view a real-time “dashboard” rollup of all of the data, projects, people, tasks, discussions, 

activities, issues and alerts that are associated with design or architecture projects that they are working 

on. 

 

The Autodesk 360 Technology will feature the following capabilities: 

 

-- Projects: The new Autodesk 360 puts the project at the center, connecting all data, activities and 

http://www.autodesk.com/pr-autodesk
http://www.autodesk360.com/
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people in a single cloud-based user experience 

 

-- Search: Autodesk 360 incorporates deep search functionality helps you find exactly what you're 

looking for. Find critical design information within the context of the project 

 

-- Collaboration: Autodesk 360 organizes and provides access to all project information –not just 

design data – to all project team members, via a great user experience on any device at any time  

 

-- Viewing: Autodesk 360 works with virtually any data type, not just Autodesk formats, including non-

design data like documents, presentations, and spreadsheets. Anyone involved in a project can view files 

without the need for special tools or software 

 

-- Rendering: Take advantage of virtually infinite computing power in the cloud to create high 

resolution renderings in a fraction of the time, and without the need for expensive hardware 

 

Patrick Williams, Senior Vice-President, Autodesk, APAC said, “Autodesk has always focused on 

relevant innovation specific to the industry requirements and customer expectations. It’s an indisputable 

fact that majority of our customers work in teams on extensive and sophisticated projects and we realize 

that till now there has been a considerable lack of infrastructure to support them. With the new Autodesk 

360, we are positioning the project in the center of the workflow, bringing together people, data, and 

activities in an unprecedented and innovative way that works for all personas in the project.” 

 

In the future, Autodesk 360 will integrate with the broad set of Autodesk’s cloud products and 

services enabling users to leverage the near-infinite computing power of the cloud to easily tackle a 

variety of tasks, without tying up the desktop or requiring specialized, expensive hardware.  

 

Pradeep Nair, Managing Director, Autodesk, India and SAARC, further adds, “India is among the top 

five users of Autodesk consumer products in the cloud through mobile and smart devices. The role of 

India research and development effort in the development of Autodesk 360 is a reiteration of the role 

and importance of this country in the growth of Autodesk globally. With Autodesk 360, we enable 

projects to become open and connected with an efficient, seamless workflow.” 

 

He further added that, “Cloud is a strategic priority for Autodesk and we recently introduced a cloud-

based rental model for pay-as-you-go access to our technology.”  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Delcam’s expanded Consultancy Services on show at Singapore Air Show 

19 December 2013 

 

Delcam Professional Services will promote its expanded range of services for aerospace manufacturers 

and MRO companies in the UK pavilion at the Singapore Air Show to be held from 11th to 16th 

February. These services can help both manufacturing and repair companies whenever they need to 

increase productivity, to reduce lead times or to improve quality and consistency. 

http://www.autodesk.com/360-cloud
http://www.autodesk.com/360-cloud
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Increased demand for the process development and prototype manufacturing services available from 

Delcam Professional Services has prompted the addition of a Mori Seiki NMV 5000 machine to the 

range of five-axis machining equipment within its Advanced Manufacturing Facility.  This latest 

expansion of the equipment at the company’s Birmingham headquarters extends the company’s ability 

to undertake high-speed, high-precision five-axis machining of complex parts.  

 

The range of support from Delcam Professional Services is mainly intended to help any company whose 

own engineering resource, whether people or equipment, is needed to maintain its existing 

operations.  The services provided can vary from supplying extra design, programming and machining 

resources when the customer’s own staff or equipment are overloaded, through to developing dedicated 

software to automate existing manufacturing methods or to establishing completely new turn-key 

processes for the production of novel designs. 

 

Recent developments from Delcam Professional Services include a novel five-axis machining method, 

programmed with Delcam’s PowerMILL CAM system, for the creation of "fir-tree” profiles in 

components for turbo machinery, and the programming, with Delcam’s unique adaptive machining 

technology, of a new hybrid machine from Hamuel Maschinenbau for the remanufacturing of high-value 

metal components, such as turbine blades. 

 

The novel method for the creation of "fir-tree” profiles was developed in partnership with Iruba, a 

German provider of engineered solutions, and machine-tool manufacturer Hermle.  It allows these 

complex shapes to be produced on milling machines, such as the Hermle C60 five-axis machining 

centre, rather than having to use specialist broaching equipment. 

 

The use of PowerMILL’s trochoidal strategies to program the operation gives a number of benefits, in 

particular high material removal rates with lower, and more consistent, cutting forces. 

 

The Hamuel hybrid machine combines five technologies in one unit – five-axis CNC milling, laser 

cladding, robot polishing, inspection and laser marking. Any of these processes can be combined, as 

required by the particular project. The equipment costs only a fraction of the price of a multi-machine 

repair cell, as well as saving on floor space. 

 

Using a hybrid machine, it is possible to remove the damaged area of a turbine blade by milling off the 

worn material and then build the material back up using the cladding technology.  A second machining 

operation, using high-speed five-axis milling, then produces the final shape, with a smooth transition 

between the original part and the new material.  Polishing and laser marking can be undertaken to 

complete the component, if required.  In-cycle part inspection, using Delcam’s adaptive machining 

software, provides feedback to orientate the parts, assess defects, and ensure accuracy throughout the 

various stages. 

 

These latest projects continue a trend that has seen Delcam systems used, at some stage, on virtually 
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every major aircraft programme in recent years.  The company’s customers have undertaken projects in 

all the various areas that go towards producing a successful aircraft, from developing more fuel-efficient 

engines, to manufacturing airframe components more effectively, and even in designing more 

comfortable and more attractive interiors.  They have worked on all scales of project, from the 

manufacture of components for UAVs and helicopters up to the production of engines and airframes for 

the largest passenger and transport aircraft. 

 

Delcam also supports a large number of MRO operations.  These companies use Delcam systems to 

enable the fast, efficient repair or replacement of damaged components.  By minimising design and 

manufacturing times, while maintaining the highest levels of quality, repairs can be completed as 

quickly as possible, so minimising the time-on-ground of the aircraft. 

 

For further information on Delcam Professional Services, please go to www.delcam-services.com 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

From SolidWorks
®
 to hyperMILL

®
 to the Machine 

19 December 2013 

 

CAM/CAD software developer OPEN MIND Technologies AG will exhibit at SolidWorks World 2014 

in San Diego, USA. OPEN MIND will showcase the efficient, tool-friendly manufacturing strategies 

hyperMILL
®

 2013 has to offer for SolidWorks
®
 users so that they can get their design to the machines 

from 26 to 29 January 2014 at Booth 516 in the San Diego Convention Centre. 

 

During the SolidWorks World event, OPEN MIND was selected to make a presentation in the Certified 

Partner Theater on January 26. The presentation, focused on our customer Dynamic Air Engineering, is 

entitled Specialty Machine Shop Expands Capability Using hyperMILL
®

 Gold CAM Solution. 

 

The ‘Certified Gold’ status of hyperMILL
®

, one of the world’s most cutting-edge CAM systems, 

guarantees compatibility for SolidWorks
®
 users and its functionality is available in the familiar 

SolidWorks
®
 software environment. With hyperMILL

®
 2013, barrel cutters can now be used optimally. 

The 5axis shape offset finishing machining strategy uses the large effective radius of the barrel cutter 

with a point milling contact style. The result is to provide the same surface finish as ball endmill cutting 

with far fewer passes. 

 

Input from the real world 

With the new version of hyperMILL
®

, SolidWorks
®
 users can now use a machining strategy jointly 

developed by OPEN MIND and a leading German automotive manufacturer. The new ‘Rib Milling’ 

cycle supports tool makers who need to mill deep, narrow cavities for ribs in their moulds. The cycle 

adapts to the geometric situation and automatically detects grooves that have to be milled. Steep areas 

and floors are machined separately. 

http://www.delcam-services.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 33 

 

Gentle movements 

The dynamics of modern machine tools carry the danger of jerky movements that put unnecessary strain 

on machine structures and cutting tools. OPEN MIND therefore places great emphasis on gentle 

movements that are easier on the machine. For example, the new ‘advanced contour compensation’ 

function makes it possible to analyse tool paths at areas where sudden changes in direction take place. 

As part of cutter compensation path, small transition radii are then inserted at critical contour changes. 

Movements have now also been softened for 5axis drilling. It is now possible to use rounded infeeds in 

G1 with an increased feedrate for connection moves between drill holes. This makes the tool movements 

more constant and harmonious, while also reducing positioning times. 

 

High Performance Cutting 

It is already possible to use SolidWorks
®
 to take decisive influence on production times. This is 

achieved with hyperMAXX
®
, the high performance cutting module fully integrated into hyperMILL

®
. 

This roughing module ensures optimal milling paths with maximum material removal. Ideally 

distributed milling paths and the dynamic feedrate adjustment to existing cutting conditions ensure that 

milling always takes place at the fastest possible feedrate. The strategies that proved successful in 3D 

and 5axis machining have been extended for 2D tasks in the current version. 

 

Seamless integration for continuous machining 

The seamless integration of hyperMILL
®

 for SolidWorks
®
 and the use of a common data base facilitates 

the implementation of continuous processes. Both the CAD and the CAM systems use the same data 

model. The result is a high degree of transparency and error prevention throughout the entire machining 

process. This also means that SolidWorks
®
 users always work with the familiar user interface. The 

CAM software hyperMILL
®

 can be called up via the SolidWorks
®
 interface using the hyperMILL

®
 

button. hyperMILL
®
 offers CAM strategies for every requirement and all 2D, 3D, HSC, and 5axis 

milling strategies, mill turning and special applications are available directly in SolidWorks
®
. 

 

hyperMILL
®
 for SolidWorks

®
 ‘Certified Gold’ product 

Due to its outstanding integration, quality and interoperability in relation to its own CAD environment, 

hyperMILL
®

 has been named a ‘Certified Gold’ product by the Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks Corp. 
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Hagerman & Company to Host Autodesk Simulation Workshop 

17 December 2013 

 

Hagerman & Company, Inc., will host a two hour, free hands-on workshop featuring Autodesk 

Simulation Mechanical software. The event will take place on Tuesday, Jan. 14, at 2 p.m. in Hagerman’s 

St. Louis training lab. 

 

https://www.hagerman.com/products/9/simulation-mechanical
https://www.hagerman.com/products/9/simulation-mechanical
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Autodesk Simulation Mechanical software provides fast, accurate and flexible mechanical simulation 

tools to help predict performance, optimize designs, and validate product behavior before manufacturing 

– minimizing reliance on costly physical prototypes. 

 

This two-hour hands-on workshop will show users how easy it is to use Autodesk Simulation 

Mechanical software and how someone using Autodesk Inventor Professional for FEA could benefit 

from Autodesk Simulation Mechanical software. 

 

Workshop attendees will:  

 Understand the difference between Autodesk Inventor Pro, Autodesk Simulation Mechanical 

and Autodesk Simulation CFD software 

 Learn about Non-linear Analysis and why is it important to you 

 Experience the ease of use of Autodesk Simulation Mechanical software 

 See how heat and stress can impact your design 

 

Sandy Hagerman, President and CEO of Hagerman & Company, stated, “We are eager to give our 

customers the opportunity to test drive Autodesk Simulation software. Many of Hagerman’s Inventor 

customers are already using Simulation and are taking advantage of the extended capabilities this 

solution has to offer.” 

 

For more information and registration, contact Hagerman & Company at (800) 422-0313 or 

visithttp://www.hagerman.com. 
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Financial News 

Oracle Reports GAAP EPS up 5% to 56 cents, Non-GAAP EPS up 7% to 69 cents 

18 December 2013 

 

Oracle Corporation announced that both fiscal 2014 Q2 GAAP and non-GAAP total revenues were up 

2% to $9.3 billion. GAAP new software licenses and cloud software subscriptions revenues were 

unchanged at $2.4 billion, while non-GAAP new software licenses and cloud software subscriptions 

revenues were down 1% to $2.4 billion. Both GAAP and non-GAAP software license updates and 

product support revenues were up 6% to $4.5 billion. Hardware Systems revenues, including hardware 

systems products and hardware systems support, were unchanged at $1.3 billion. Hardware systems 

products revenues were down 3% to $714 million. GAAP operating income was down 2% to $3.4 

billion, and the GAAP operating margin was 37%. Non-GAAP operating income was down 1% at $4.2 

billion, and the non-GAAP operating margin was 46%. GAAP net income was down 1% to $2.6 billion, 

while non-GAAP net income was up 1% to $3.2 billion. GAAP earnings per share were up 5% to $0.56, 

https://www.hagerman.com/products/7/inventor
https://www.hagerman.com/products/124/simulation-cfd
http://www.hagerman.com/
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while non-GAAP earnings per share were up 7% to $0.69. GAAP operating cash flow on a trailing 

twelve-month basis was $15.2 billion. 

 

Without the impact of the US dollar strengthening compared to foreign currencies, Oracle’s reported Q2 

GAAP earnings per share would have been up 7% and non-GAAP earnings per share would have been 

up 9%. GAAP and non-GAAP total revenues also would have been up 3%; GAAP and non-GAAP new 

software licenses and cloud software subscriptions revenues would have been up 1%. Hardware Systems 

revenues, including hardware systems products and hardware systems support, would have been up 2%. 

 

“We’re very pleased with our results as new software license and cloud software subscription revenue 

grew 1% in constant currency over the 18% growth reported last year,” said Oracle President and CFO, 

Safra Catz. “Software revenue grew 5% helping drive our tremendous cash flow and for the first time 

ever, we generated more than $15 billion in operating cash flow over four quarters.” 

 

“Our hardware business, including support, grew 2% in constant currency this quarter driven by double-

digit revenue growth in Exadata, Exalogic and Exalytics,” said Oracle President Mark Hurd. “The 

SPARC SuperCluster and Big Data Appliance were even better, with triple-digit growth and we expect 

hardware products will show growth next quarter.” 

 

“Our billion dollar SaaS business delivered overall bookings growth of 35% in the quarter,” said Oracle 

CEO, Larry Ellison. “Our fastest growing cloud services were Fusion Human Capital Management and 

Fusion Salesforce Automation, each growing bookings at a triple-digit rate.” 

 

The Board of Directors declared a quarterly cash dividend of $0.12 per share of outstanding common 

stock. This dividend will be paid to stockholders of record as of the close of business on January 7, 

2014, with a payment date of January 28, 2014. 

 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: 

http://www.oracle.com/us/corporate/press/2087050 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Implementation Investments 

Delcam’s PowerMILL Improves Surface Quality and Reduces Manufacturing Times 

16 December 2013 

 

German toolmaker Lahnwerk GmbH has invested in new high-speed mills and five-axis machining 

centres, plus Delcam’s PowerMILL CAM software.  The outcome has been greatly improved surface 

quality and reduced manufacturing times. 

http://www.oracle.com/us/corporate/press/2087050
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Lahnwerk, which employs 140 staff in Hessian Biedenkopf, specialises in the design and production of 

casting equipment, including patterns, dies and moulds, predominantly for cast metal components for 

cars and utility vehicles.  Since its establishment over 60 years ago, the company has developed into a 

full-service provider with a continuous process chain from 3D design right through to manufacturing, 

assembly and sample production in-house.  The milling area alone encompasses 25 CNC machines, 

including the latest C40 and C50 five-axis machines from Hermle, plus a three-axis RXP 1200 from 

Röders. 

 

Twenty-three engineers design the casting equipment in 3D, using CATIA, Creo Elements and NX 

software.  Programming with PowerMILL takes place both in the office and on CAM workstations 

located directly adjacent to the machines.  "NC programming by our highly-trained machine operators in 

close proximity to the machines gives us the maximum flexibility,” explained Burkhard Dersch, 

Operations Manager at Lahnwerk. 

 

"The decision start using a new CAM system was not an easy one for us,” conceded Mr. Dersch 

"However, the results are extremely impressive and we are delighted, therefore, that we are 

programming the new machines with PowerMILL.  The parts that our customers produce are becoming 

increasingly challenging.  This has an effect not only on the tool construction but also on the complexity 

of the moulding surfaces.  Today, we mill extremely complex surface forms in a time and to a quality 

that we would never have dreamed of previously.”  

 

The machine-tool suppliers influenced the choice of CAM system, explained Mr. Dersch.  "At Röders in 

Soltau, the high-speed machining demonstrations were programmed with PowerMILL and produced a 

surface quality that truly impressed us,” he remembered.  The decision in favour of the Delcam software 

was reinforced by the move to five-axis machining because a recommendation to use Delcam also came 

from Hermle. 

 

Wolfgang Autschbach, Founder and Managing Director of Aura Frästechnik GmbH, also supported the 

choice of PowerMILL for high-end milling.  Aura, based in nearby Breidenbach, specialises in the 

production and sale of high-quality milling tools, drills and clamping devices for the construction of 

tools and moulds, which are used at Lahnwerk.  The company tests its tools in an in-house milling 

laboratory, using Röders machines programmed with PowerMILL, testing its tools to the limit of their 

performance capability before delivering them to the customer. 

 

On top of the benefits of five-axis machining, Daniel Werner, Head of Mechanical Production at 

Lahnwerk, has been impressed with the ability of PowerMILL to handle very large file sizes.  These can 

grow to the two-digit gigabyte range when working with complex surfaces, yet the Delcam software 

processes them without difficulty. 

 

Less spectacular, yet equally vital to the everyday production processes at Lahnwerk, are the drilling 

operations.  PowerMILL supports fully simultaneous five-axis drilling, which Lahnwerk would now 
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never wish to be without.  "With just a few clicks, I can recognise the drill holes and can start 

programming immediately,” Daniel Werner explained. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

JSC NIAEP – JSC Atomstroyexport Strengthens its Competences through the Purchase of new 

AVEVA Technology 

17 December 2013 

 

AVEVA today announced that JSC NIAEP – JSC Atomstroyexport (ASE), an engineering company in 

the Russian nuclear industry, has signed an agreement to use AVEVA’s engineering & design software. 

 

“Specialists of JSC NIAEP-ASE have created and are now successfully using the unique Multi-D 

technology that supports the whole lifecycle of a nuclear plant – from engineering & design phase to 

decommissioning. Moreover, we are sure that the experience and knowledge that we have gained over 

the years will be very useful both in the oil & gas sphere and in thermal power plants, where the plants 

are on a similar scale with nuclear power plants. Our goal is not only to diversify our specialty, but also 

to make the software technology we use more versatile and acquiring the AVEVA software is another 

step in this direction,” said Sergey P. Olontsev, Vice-President JSC NIAEP-ASE. 

 

“JSC NIAEP-ASE appreciates the capabilities of the AVEVA solutions and the possibilities that our 

technology creates for their business. I believe that their world-class technical competence and the 

support from the whole AVEVA team will help to ensure a long-term partnership for the future,” said 

Evgeny Fedotov, Senior Vice-President Russia, India & Middle East, AVEVA. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Urban Outfitters Goes Live With TradeStone PLM 

18 December 2013 

 

TradeStone Software today announced that Urban Outfitters has gone live with TradeStone's PLM 

solution. 

 

TradeStone's MLM software suite serves as a global platform that simplifies and manages all aspects of 

design, development and delivery for the retailer's 3,000+ supplier community and estimated 800 

internal users. 

 

The enhanced visibility, communication and collaboration that TradeStone has provided Urban 

Outfitters has enabled them to be more agile, increase productivity and deliver more innovative and on-

trend items to stores. 

 

http://www.tradestonesoftware.com/
http://www.tradestonesoftware.com/Solutions/plm.html
http://www.tradestonesoftware.com/Solutions/plm.html
http://www.tradestonesoftware.com/Solutions/product_line.html
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Urban Outfitters is utilizing TradeStone's PLM solution to manage color, material and artwork libraries, 

define color palettes, specify product construction details and packaging, develop Bills of Materials, 

track samples and build technical specifications. 

 

TradeStone PLM is replacing the retailer's Web PDM solution, bridging the gap that previously existed 

between the design team and the other teams using TradeStone to develop the retailer's novel and 

distinctive fashion, footwear and accessories. 

 

Urban Outfitters has now deployed the full TradeStone Merchandise Lifecycle Management suite 

including PLM, Collaborative Sourcing, Order Management, Global Trade 

Management, Supplier Community Management and Business Intelligence. 

 

"TradeStone is one of our more strategic technologies in helping us to deliver value to our company, 

customers and Wall Street," said Mike Sparks, Director, Supply Chain Systems, Urban Outfitters. "In 

terms of the PLM roll-out, our users are enthusiastic about its fun, easy and intuitive approach which has 

driven adoption to high levels across our design community. Among our standard users -- TradeStone is 

simply known as THE global platform that enables them to do their jobs more efficiently and focus on 

what matters most -- being creative and delivering designs that are setting the trends for tomorrow." 

 

"We're very proud of the partnership with Urban Outfitters and the benefits that are being seen as the 

system continues to gain wider adoption among their thousands of users worldwide," said Sue Welch, 

CEO, TradeStone Software. "Urban Outfitters stands out as a key example of the importance of a single 

platform that brings together global users for one common goal -- delivering the most innovative 

products to market, at record speeds." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 
 

Chapoo Releases App for iPad 

17 December 2013 

 

Chapoo®, provider of a cloud-based project information and collaboration platform, announced the 

immediate availability of the Chapoo App for the iPad platform. The Chapoo App provides project 

teams with on-the-road access to all project communications, actions, documents, and data. With 

Chapoo they can view and annotate documents including CAD drawings, upload pictures and share 

them with project collaborators. 

 

As a cloud-based service, customers can start to use the Chapoo service through a simple web browser, 

without the need to acquire hardware, configure software or worry about updates or backups. Project 

data and documents are accessible from anywhere and by anyone, but of course under secure role-based 

http://www.tradestonesoftware.com/Solutions/global.html
http://www.tradestonesoftware.com/Solutions/order.html
http://www.tradestonesoftware.com/Solutions/logistics.html
http://www.tradestonesoftware.com/Solutions/logistics.html
http://www.tradestonesoftware.com/Solutions/suppliermgmt.html
http://www.tradestonesoftware.com/Solutions/Business_Intelligence.html
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access control by the project administrator. 

 

“With the iPad App we take the Chapoo service to the next level and provide our customers with a 

flexible tool to have access to all their project documents while e.g. on a construction sites for AEC 

customers or at a client location for law firm employees,” said Mark Van Den Bergh, Chapoo COO. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Dynamics for SpaceClaim by Algoryx Brings Interactive Physics to Engineering Software 

17 December 2013 

 

Algoryx Simulation AB, a provider of interactive physics simulation solutions, and SpaceClaim, 

provider of flexible and affordable 3D modeling software for engineers, today announced Dynamics for 

SpaceClaim, a new real-time multibody simulation module for SpaceClaim Engineer that brings 

interactive physics to the everyday work of engineers and designers. 

 

Dynamics for SpaceClaim by Algoryx brings 3D models to life with physics-based motion dynamics 

powered by Algoryx’ real-time physics engine, AgX Dynamics. Dynamics for SpaceClaim adds value to 

the entire design process, from conceptual studies to detailed mechanical analysis. Further, when used 

with Luxion KeyShot, the same simulations can also be used to produce high impact photo-realistic 

product videos for design reviews, sales and marketing. 

 

”The market has never seen dynamics that can be built this easily and provide this much visual 

information regarding the physical performance of their work,” said Frank DeSimone, VP of software 

development for SpaceClaim.” Algoryx’s AgX physics engine provides outstanding compute 

performance, and the company’s novel approach to physics is very much in keeping with our philosophy 

of helping engineers perform advanced tasks in 3D without special training. In minutes, users will be 

able to see how their designs will function in the real world, potentially saving them hours of 

engineering.” 

 

”We provide compute performance and a user experience that help engineers use simulations in their 

everyday work. Much of our focus is on the creative engineering process and solutions that enable 

designers, engineers, sales and marketing professionals to work much closer together,” said Anders 

Backman, CTO and co-founder of Algoryx. 

 

Dynamics for SpaceClaim is immediately available for evaluation and purchase from all SpaceClaim 

resellers globally. More information can be found at http://www.algoryx.se/dynamics-for-spaceclaim/. 

 

Key features include:  

 Joints and contacts are automatically detected from the SpaceClaim models 

 Based on discrete variational Lagrangian mechanics, documented in more than 20 scientific 

http://www.algoryx.se/
http://www.spaceclaim.com/
http://www.algoryx.se/dynamics-for-spaceclaim/
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publications, and validated in numerous industry applications 

 Very fast simulation, even for large systems with thousands of bodies and contacts 

 Highly parallelized for modern multicore architectures with market leading solvers 

 Sequence editor for configuration of motors and events 

 Plotting tools for analysis, or data export to third party tools 

 Simulations can update and replace the original model, and be used for modeling 

 Export simulation to Luxion KeyShot for high-impact product videos 

 Export models and simulations to Algoryx’ runtime environments for use in simulators, or 

for co-simulation with other CAE tools 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESI releases Visual-Environment 9.0, the latest version of its Multi-domain Simulation Platform 

17 December 2013 

 

ESI Group announces the launch of Visual-Environment 9.0.  ESI's multi-domain simulation platform 

hosts most of ESI's Virtual Prototyping solutions, and is open to third party technologies. ESI's platform 

enables industrial users to automate all their Computer-Aided Engineering (CAE) processes from 

Computer-Aided Design (CAD), through pre- and post-processing, modeling, simulation and 

visualization, to reporting in any CAE domain; all in a unified environment. 

 

Connecting ESI solutions while supporting third party applications, Visual-Environment 9.0 is the 

obvious choice to support the simulation of the manufacture and assembly of existing and future 

products, and to enable concurrent engineering and optimization across multiple domains including 

Crash, Safety, NVH, Energy, Heat Treatment, Flow, Electromagnetics, CFD and more. It helps 

industrial organizations to maximize their use of CAE in order to achieve greater productivity in their 

engineering processes and supports their quest for innovation. 

 

"Visual-Environment's wide range of functionalities across different solvers, implemented for pre- and 

post-processing applications, turn this software solution into an efficient and valuable tool within the 

development process of restraint systems and its components at TAKATA," says Axel Heym, Manager 

Numerical Simulation Global Engineering, TAKATA AG, Germany. 

 

Current platform users will welcome the significant performance improvements in display that Visual-

Environment 9.0 exhibits: the operational speed for viewing and manipulating models is increased 

manifold, especially for huge models (exceeding 10 million elements). 

 

The new version comes with a local database that can automatically synchronize with local servers, and 

work along VisualDSS, ESI's Decision Support System for managing simulation content and to increase 

workflow efficiency and productivity. 

http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=3TRc2q-i5FbfJr2QtCmmdMAv0Ly9P5B9JEY0YdTVAuQSU_w44rJA6fuOZENhq23r
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=SXktHWIrgAqFD1WSn0CNTIR6uzJDlS2yiD0Q5CqX6Uoh7YWWW4GTJ-RsNaYBEZ-o5sn54rAnONW6MzJtZWGQuJy9mM3TFWdnnBwxENZcAzrr7Y-9mo9cSkt2GCuNSaLKGzqczh-hQQ1nXj-ej4LGiObmgsTIeY6PoUHzDfshC93Bc5vReLIY7nUdgRWHvMS2
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=_PjglxW2IvMMTo4tjZjmgauUQKkICMpHYaHeZOQ3_mmckp3H4ErtjGprAKTZfG1fNzMIk1GavQyDvZEAqs87T3R1uLwgEVTWCa8EWGc6Mx-HI71AOj8E2gCfxGC_geD1
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=U8cqLZL9Ya5hXqxesbm_VuRSyEkicl0hM4o2IlAbCXzgaCFivuVJPLLRXh8TngUe8GokTq3BUVlGbrWM-5GO-oFDOeRrM6c9ss40aSW1POy6EWykwwykgMVbwAod9bL1Qy4SwN9HiRFgzYVzQHHCxA%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=U8cqLZL9Ya5hXqxesbm_VuRSyEkicl0hM4o2IlAbCXzgaCFivuVJPLLRXh8TngUe8GokTq3BUVlGbrWM-5GO-oFDOeRrM6c9ss40aSW1POy6EWykwwykgMVbwAod9bL1Qy4SwN9HiRFgzYVzQHHCxA%3D%3D
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Other improvements in Visual-Environment 9.0 include Visual-Cast, the first complete release of ESI's 

user environment dedicated to pre/post processing, meshing, modeling, set-up and handling for 

ESI's ProCAST. 

 

Adding to the existing environment supporting ESI's CEM Solutions for simulating electromagnetic 

compatibility, Visual-Environment 9.0 now also supports advanced electromagnetic scattering, antenna 

placement and RADAR signature analysis. It now offers a fully-integrated environment for all CEM 

needs. 

 

Keeping up to date with the growth of ESI's solution portfolio, Visual-Environment 9.0 now introduces 

new CAE domains, launching Visual-CFD for simulating Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) with 

the widely used open source code OpenFOAM®. This new dedicated OpenFOAM® environment has 

been conceived to bring the benefits of this open source code to industrial purposes. 

 

With the ambition to fully integrate ESI's complete Composites Simulation Suite, Visual-Environment 

9.0 also supports the analysis of complex manufacturing-induced shape distortion in composite 

materials. 

 

The release also provides a first integration seat comfort evaluation, as featured in ESI's dedicated end-

to-end solution, Virtual Seat Solution. 

 

Several months ago ESI launched their customer portal, myESI, to provide users with direct access to 

materials, information and useful tips & tricks. Today, Visual-Environment users can connect to the 

myESI portal to download the latest User Manuals, register for trainings across the globe, and access 

technical notes delivered by the ESI technical team. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

IMAGINiT Technologies Renames IMAGINiT Clarity Product Line 

17 December 2013 

 

Rand Worldwide announced that its IMAGINiT Technologies division has renamed its three IMAGINiT 

Clarity software products to better reflect their impact on collaboration across the entire BIM team. 

 

“Our customers often talk about their newfound ability to better connect with each other and collaborate 

with their extended BIM team,” says Tim Johnson, senior vice president, IMAGINiT Technologies. “In 

order to more closely align our product names with the value our customers receive, we’ve changed the 

names of our product to represent the theme of connecting.” 

 

While the names have changed, the IMAGINiT Clarity product line continues to deliver on the promise 

http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=SXktHWIrgAqFD1WSn0CNTJ3Y_D0zG8P6dscQxkhi8bD4j-a6e-p8-8NLWyJxNhYretxWVxJtDUdQB6lUUHhPk_bNa6-2wDI2FEZRrjis3eDdosCA2x0vtUgE_lTmInfenbBfaL-v_NKJaTRUPX3HOXbHtVgOECy2wC3ccaDoUhK7tLiitor0xDPd2Y6BvYBBGew7-KHu4W8g2SeLXx095CJ6X2RsJXkRi1o_0nWjtdss_Is3x1ZGm-Rqh9xsZxLY7Mn--jJiu5BKIbHgZTRwZqhDAvRg3IwX1tvaA4QJtYU%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Vd2lEtKEerwbhZv9RB_hIH0-18EwZLojyEMbZVJKahby9_6tM4UB7yMBuliYM03EnLm3ZXW4DayQ9o_PbsGYUTJSw6RjT2RNz_brikDUHLtgP3JGAomxsWxxd_tAkug5
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Pxh0VI0PUHHhOan19FHffEKXyh_IJM_DMslVL3EiMT_TX7bjuiwAQCor5T5CoaoOZjo18YarfJKuL9dsFU2M6zlgcAm3OroAzEPKkb4e-TrX_ZhRamwUxkLfv5lSdaMFxtOnhTsCurhbj5Ha4fOKoVBgkaqZm7ZgT5pg4RGB3Wc%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=wYxvvAOr-6X0hs6Y8NaHU1WKd0JGW2InqoiMQ-XN1chst6SbiVJvCK4bjwFX79SbWRDkJjq797sDaW5feGnitbQXD9VNRwCvtXdyc2sKtj2gh4iSffHXzlWAkM9Y_haf17d5WQTHaNR_C11rcFmB5w%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=wYxvvAOr-6X0hs6Y8NaHU1WKd0JGW2InqoiMQ-XN1chst6SbiVJvCK4bjwFX79SbWRDkJjq797sDaW5feGnitbQXD9VNRwCvtXdyc2sKtj2gh4iSffHXzlWAkM9Y_haf17d5WQTHaNR_C11rcFmB5w%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=4Xp7teqcjO4rB1eNNRxnIL8FQdbwlT-MwHwz4aT7NvCayQ_cMBDm3oOiWqBnR7x7XdsIWSSpDqlVnt5-5oGEUBOn6YRxZit8BIIdYpePqRTpV3RTmo-ogby7eWd4VWd_iHG1k_Ny_pS1jmmKLdylckwD4Tprsob2o2SPL-XSkZA%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=_PjglxW2IvMMTo4tjZjmgYKVetGOs5YT_JjT2ejwIix7jMyX7fUEv1DQ5DvL3PTJoUjLye01b88dAleKMHMuU1THRIOcaEBRIPR5YNaQX9AlXS2bZPKmu8h6kmdQcVJjx0Qqt4rbE0cnKkUgyf4Smvl32yUHfCDBqOP5ZACgviQ%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=rOsvWxrjcT_vmA2uYw62qniJbc8IN7Ci1wpy3GYZo7BV9OJqUQbsH7cEUcGVoGUM
http://www.rand.com/
http://www.imaginit.com/
http://www.imaginit.com/clarity
http://www.imaginit.com/clarity
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of helping BIM teams tackle their toughest challenges. New features for the IMAGINiT Clarity product 

line, unveiled earlier this month at Autodesk University 2013, further enhance secure team 

collaboration, automate manual tasks and offer highly anticipated new features. 

 

IMAGINiT Clarity is the platform product and works with Autodesk Revit. It is designed to automate 

tasks such as printing, exporting, data sharing, data sheet generation and more. In addition, it 

frees information contained in the building information model for reports and data sheets that can be 

viewed and edited by assigned project participants regardless of their Revit knowledge. 

 

IMAGINiT Clarity Connect builds upon the IMAGINiT Clarity functionality and extends Autodesk 

Revit Server capabilities to provide secure project-level sharing and collaboration for multi-office and 

multi-firm projects.  

 

IMAGINiT Clarity Connect LT also works on the Revit Server platform and provides the same features 

as IMAGINiT Clarity Connect. It is an entry level solution for organizations running one or two BIM 

projects simultaneously and that have 25 or fewer users. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Infor Announces Most Significant Infor EAM Solution in a Decade 

16 December 2013 

 

Infor today announced Infor Enterprise Asset Management (EAM) Enterprise Edition version 11.0 to 

help drive collaboration and innovation. The latest iteration is specifically designed to provide users 

with considerable gains in its ease of use. The upgrades allow users to better leverage technology and 

make actionable decisions in real time. Infor EAM v11 embraces the cross-departmental structure and 

provides a better way to orchestrate people, assets and processes to advance visibility and value. 

 

The core upgrades include a modern user interface (UI), improved mobility and analytics, "zero 

downtime" upgrade capability and an enhanced safety management module. Infor EAM v11 

incorporates the latest Infor technology innovations of the Infor 10x platform and broad support 

for Infor Ming.le™. Infor EAM v11 was purposefully designed to improve upon the basic problems that 

are commonly faced with managing assets. 

 

"With Infor EAM v11 our users are no longer limited to working from a desktop, a windows computer 

or a particular browser. Instead, they are able to access the data in our system at virtually anytime, on a 

wider array of devices or browsers," said Stephen Tatton, director of business systems & new 

technology, JBT Aerotech. "Infor has provided us with a suite of EAM tools that fit our needs and help 

save us time and money." 

 

Key enhancements include: 

http://www.imaginit.com/software-solutions/building-architecture/imaginit-clarity
http://www.autodesk.com/products/autodesk-revit-family/overview
http://www.imaginit.com/software-solutions/building-architecture/imaginit-clarity-connect
http://www.imaginit.com/software-solutions/building-architecture/imaginit-clarity-connect
http://www.infor.com/
http://www.infor.com/solutions/eam
http://www.infor.com/company/news/pressroom/pressreleases/infor-10x/
http://www.infor.com/solutions/ion-technology/social-business/infor-ming.le/
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 Rich Aesthetic Development - This latest release has taken a pivotal step forward in user 

friendliness by offering inherent support for a wider variety of Internet browsers. Microsoft 

Internet Explorer version 10, Safari and Google Chrome are among the browsers that are 

supported for Infor EAM v11. The solution also features converted front-end requirements, 

allowing users to run applications on a 100 percent HTML 5 web client. This benefits users by 

providing them with an open environment for applications to be deployed, while also helping to 

stabilize the application platform. This modern approach provides users with access to high-

definition videos, faster data entry and better information feeds to help boost overall user 

productivity. 

 Zero Downtime Upgrade - Infor EAM v11 offers an option for zero downtime, which enables a 

product upgrade to occur while users are simultaneously engaging the software. In most cases, 

the applications will continue running, uninterrupted regardless of an update to the solution or 

database, change to the operating system (OS), movement of the application from an on-

premises deployment to the cloud or archiving of large volumes of data. This feature is designed 

so that users will not notice a difference in their experience until after their activities are 

completed, at which point, the subsequent upgrades will take effect. 

 Enhanced Safety Management Module - Infor EAM v11 features a safety management module 

that is designed to identify potential hazardous situations, materials and activities. The solution 

delivers a method of control for users working with such risks to protect both people and the 

environment. The module uses the three pillars of safety tabs, lockout/tagout (LOTO) and 

permitting to manage asset welfare. The safety tabs allow users to predefine hazards and 

precautions, whereas the LOTO process is used to help ensure that dangerous equipment is 

properly shut off during maintenance work; and the permitting capability adds a greater range for 

control for the overall execution. 

 Equipment Configuration - Infor EAM v11 also introduces Equipment Configuration, which is 

comprised of two functions: equipment configurations and equipment generation. This 

enhancement allows users to define what the new equipment will look like, including the actual 

equipment, the asset, position or system. After configuration users can then begin the generation 

process, and create the equipment structure. This process is not only user friendly but also saves 

time and promotes greater accuracy. 

 Checklists - The latest version of Infor EAM includes the checklists feature to provide an 

advanced level of task detail to identify what maintenance steps have not been completed. The 

checklists function helps to solve issues that are associated with data collection, and now 

provides users with the ability to break down the tasks into individual steps to better manage 

individual processes. This provides Infor EAM v11 users with a greater level of visibility into 

everyday functions of asset management. 

 Mobility & Business Intelligence - The solution includes Infor EAM Analytics, an application 

to maximize applied business intelligence and data visualization. Paired with Infor EAM Mobile, 

an innovative application for the Apple iPad, the solution offers a well-rounded and agile 

approach for utilizing actionable insights. The combination of these applications provides a 

harmonized experience for managing business processes. 

 Part Conditions - Many industries maintain parts under various conditions.  Transit does this for 

tires, oil and gas does this for tubulars, and others simply use it to store away multiple user-

definable states of condition for their parts.  Extended features for Infor EAM v11 provides users 

with much more capability to naturally incorporate varying part conditions into their business 
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process, in the office and in the field. 

 

"Infor EAM v11 is designed to change the way our customers work by empowering them with Infor 10x 

functionality, which includes the SoHo user experience, mobile deployment options and social 

collaboration support via Infor Ming.le," said Kevin Price, product director, Infor EAM. "Re-designed 

with the consumer in mind, this latest version will help businesses to better align asset management 

initiatives with overall business goals, and provide their employees with a system that is both functional 

and beautiful." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Latest Release of Synopsys' LightTools Delivers Faster Performance and Superior Illumination 

Analysis Features 

16 December 2013 

 

Highlights: 

 Extends multi-threaded processing support for dramatically faster backward ray trace analyses 

and photorealistic rendering 

 Supports targeted analysis of illuminance and intensity output charts to expedite design 

troubleshooting 

 Accelerates creation of complex lighting components with new swept and freeform objects 

 Provides new volume scattering types to facilitate the design of biomedical optics 

 Expands street and automotive lighting design and analysis 

 Includes new utilities that provide illumination simulation data in easy-to-read, customizable 

formats 

 Enhances modeling of optical surface scattering for small-feature design 

 

Synopsys, Inc. today announced the availability of version 8.1 of its LightTools® illumination design 

software, which delivers new modeling and analysis features for general lighting, automotive and 

biomedical applications, as well as speed improvements for tracing backward rays and generating 

photorealistic images. 

 

Additional Multi-CPU Capabilities 

LightTools' multi-threading capabilities, which enable illumination simulations to take advantage of all 

CPUs or cores on a computer, now support backward simulations and photorealistic renderings. This can 

dramatically improve the speed and efficiency of these processes, which are important for visually 

evaluating and communicating illumination designs. 

 

"LightTools' multi-threaded processing is a game changer," said Thomas Hough, president of Whiterock 
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Design, LLC. "Simulations that used to take 10 minutes to run are now finished in less than two 

minutes. This time savings really adds up, especially at the beginning of a project when I'm doing basic 

layout sketches by hand. During this phase, I am interacting directly with LightTools, tracing rays and 

changing things on the fly. I spend a lot less time waiting for results, which keeps the creative process 

moving forward in an organic manner." 

 

"Innovation is a key focus of iGuzzini, and our constant research into ways to improve illumination 

systems requires the support of powerful and versatile software," said Massimo Gattari, Innovation Lab 

Director at iGuzzini illuminazione spa. "LightTools provides the tools that allow us to design, analyze 

and optimize optical designs quickly and accurately. The new release 8.1 enhances these features by 

introducing multi-threading capabilities for backward illumination simulations." 

 

Region Analysis 

Designers can now perform a region analysis to examine illuminance and intensity results in a specific 

area of interest in their 3D models. This provides a quick and easy way to analyze rays that contribute to 

a particular region of interest in the model and is useful for identifying undesirable hot spots in 

illumination systems. 

 

"With every release, we strive to introduce features that set LightTools apart as an indispensable tool for 

our customers' success," said George Bayz, vice president and general manager of the Optical Solutions 

Group at Synopsys. "Improvements such as the region analysis feature, which can simplify the 

troubleshooting process for illumination designers, help customers achieve their design goals at an 

accelerated pace." 

 

New Swept and Freeform Objects 

Freeform solids and objects that can be swept along a path provide increased flexibility for designing 

state-of-the-art lighting components. These objects make it easier to create faceted reflector structures 

and model complex, 3-dimensional lightpipes and lens-like solid objects that can be optimized using the 

LightTools Optimization Module. 

 

Expanded Volume Scattering Types 

Two new volume scattering types, Henyey-Greenstein and Gegenbauer, expand LightTools' capabilities 

for modeling light interactions with scattering materials. Because of their usefulness for modeling the 

scattering properties of tissues, these scattering types are particularly important for biomedical optics. 

 

Street Lighting Utility 

The LightTools Street Lighting Utility has been enhanced to provide a plot for visualizing the roadway 

from the driver's perspective. Based on roadway analysis, the utility can also make independent plots for 

the illuminance or intensity of a single luminaire at a roadway surface. In addition, the utility now 

supports files in Eulumdat format, the industry standard for photometric data in Europe. 
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Automotive Test Point Analysis Utility 

The Automotive Test Point Analysis Utility allows designers to test intensity distributions against 

industry specifications, such as Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) standards, as well as user-

defined specifications. The utility has been enhanced to include many specifications from the Inland 

Transport Division of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE). 

 

New Ray Report and Plot Utilities 

Added to the LightTools utility library in this release are the Ray Report utility, which allows users to 

visualize ray data in easy-to-read, customizable formats, and the Plot utility, which allows users to plot 

multiple raster charts and line charts side by side and provides additional data analysis features such as 

mesh apertures and data-differencing for receiver mesh data, user grids, IES files and user data files. 

 

Enhanced Modeling of Optical Surface Scattering 

LightTools models now support Bidirectional Scattering Distribution Function (BSDF) files generated 

by Synopsys' RSoft™ Photonic Component Design Suite that contain scattering information for periodic 

optical structures, such as subwavelength diffractive surface gratings. This facilitates the design and 

analysis of lighting systems with small-feature, diffractive optical structures such as nano-structured 

LEDs. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESI releases Visual-Environment 9.0, the latest version of its Multi-domain Simulation Platform 

17 December 2013 

 

ESI Group announces the launch of Visual-Environment 9.0.  ESI's multi-domain simulation platform 

hosts most of ESI's Virtual Prototyping solutions, and is open to third party technologies. ESI's platform 

enables industrial users to automate all their Computer-Aided Engineering (CAE) processes from 

Computer-Aided Design (CAD), through pre- and post-processing, modeling, simulation and 

visualization, to reporting in any CAE domain; all in a unified environment. 

 

Connecting ESI solutions while supporting third party applications, Visual-Environment 9.0 is the 

obvious choice to support the simulation of the manufacture and assembly of existing and future 

products, and to enable concurrent engineering and optimization across multiple domains including 

Crash, Safety, NVH, Energy, Heat Treatment, Flow, Electromagnetics, CFD and more. It helps 

industrial organizations to maximize their use of CAE in order to achieve greater productivity in their 

engineering processes and supports their quest for innovation. 

 

"Visual-Environment's wide range of functionalities across different solvers, implemented for pre- and 

post-processing applications, turn this software solution into an efficient and valuable tool within the 

development process of restraint systems and its components at TAKATA," says Axel Heym, Manager 

Numerical Simulation Global Engineering, TAKATA AG, Germany. 

 

http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=3TRc2q-i5FbfJr2QtCmmdMAv0Ly9P5B9JEY0YdTVAuQSU_w44rJA6fuOZENhq23r
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=SXktHWIrgAqFD1WSn0CNTIR6uzJDlS2yiD0Q5CqX6Uoh7YWWW4GTJ-RsNaYBEZ-o5sn54rAnONW6MzJtZWGQuJy9mM3TFWdnnBwxENZcAzrr7Y-9mo9cSkt2GCuNSaLKGzqczh-hQQ1nXj-ej4LGiObmgsTIeY6PoUHzDfshC93Bc5vReLIY7nUdgRWHvMS2
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=_PjglxW2IvMMTo4tjZjmgauUQKkICMpHYaHeZOQ3_mmckp3H4ErtjGprAKTZfG1fNzMIk1GavQyDvZEAqs87T3R1uLwgEVTWCa8EWGc6Mx-HI71AOj8E2gCfxGC_geD1
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Current platform users will welcome the significant performance improvements in display that Visual-

Environment 9.0 exhibits: the operational speed for viewing and manipulating models is increased 

manifold, especially for huge models (exceeding 10 million elements). 

 

The new version comes with a local database that can automatically synchronize with local servers, and 

work along VisualDSS, ESI's Decision Support System for managing simulation content and to increase 

workflow efficiency and productivity. 

 

Other improvements in Visual-Environment 9.0 include Visual-Cast, the first complete release of ESI's 

user environment dedicated to pre/post processing, meshing, modeling, set-up and handling for 

ESI's ProCAST. 

 

Adding to the existing environment supporting ESI's CEM Solutions for simulating electromagnetic 

compatibility, Visual-Environment 9.0 now also supports advanced electromagnetic scattering, antenna 

placement and RADAR signature analysis. It now offers a fully-integrated environment for all CEM 

needs. 

 

Keeping up to date with the growth of ESI's solution portfolio, Visual-Environment 9.0 now introduces 

new CAE domains, launching Visual-CFD for simulating Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) with 

the widely used open source code OpenFOAM®. This new dedicated OpenFOAM® environment has 

been conceived to bring the benefits of this open source code to industrial purposes. 

 

With the ambition to fully integrate ESI's complete Composites Simulation Suite, Visual-Environment 

9.0 also supports the analysis of complex manufacturing-induced shape distortion in composite 

materials. 

 

The release also provides a first integration seat comfort evaluation, as featured in ESI's dedicated end-

to-end solution, Virtual Seat Solution. 

 

Several months ago ESI launched their customer portal, myESI, to provide users with direct access to 

materials, information and useful tips & tricks. Today, Visual-Environment users can connect to the 

myESI portal to download the latest User Manuals, register for trainings across the globe, and access 

technical notes delivered by the ESI technical team. 
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MSC Software Announces New Release of SimXpert 

17 December 2013 

 

MSC Software Corporation announced the new release of SimXpert 2013. The new capabilities in this 

http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=U8cqLZL9Ya5hXqxesbm_VuRSyEkicl0hM4o2IlAbCXzgaCFivuVJPLLRXh8TngUe8GokTq3BUVlGbrWM-5GO-oFDOeRrM6c9ss40aSW1POy6EWykwwykgMVbwAod9bL1Qy4SwN9HiRFgzYVzQHHCxA%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=U8cqLZL9Ya5hXqxesbm_VuRSyEkicl0hM4o2IlAbCXzgaCFivuVJPLLRXh8TngUe8GokTq3BUVlGbrWM-5GO-oFDOeRrM6c9ss40aSW1POy6EWykwwykgMVbwAod9bL1Qy4SwN9HiRFgzYVzQHHCxA%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=SXktHWIrgAqFD1WSn0CNTJ3Y_D0zG8P6dscQxkhi8bD4j-a6e-p8-8NLWyJxNhYretxWVxJtDUdQB6lUUHhPk_bNa6-2wDI2FEZRrjis3eDdosCA2x0vtUgE_lTmInfenbBfaL-v_NKJaTRUPX3HOXbHtVgOECy2wC3ccaDoUhK7tLiitor0xDPd2Y6BvYBBGew7-KHu4W8g2SeLXx095CJ6X2RsJXkRi1o_0nWjtdss_Is3x1ZGm-Rqh9xsZxLY7Mn--jJiu5BKIbHgZTRwZqhDAvRg3IwX1tvaA4QJtYU%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Vd2lEtKEerwbhZv9RB_hIH0-18EwZLojyEMbZVJKahby9_6tM4UB7yMBuliYM03EnLm3ZXW4DayQ9o_PbsGYUTJSw6RjT2RNz_brikDUHLtgP3JGAomxsWxxd_tAkug5
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Pxh0VI0PUHHhOan19FHffEKXyh_IJM_DMslVL3EiMT_TX7bjuiwAQCor5T5CoaoOZjo18YarfJKuL9dsFU2M6zlgcAm3OroAzEPKkb4e-TrX_ZhRamwUxkLfv5lSdaMFxtOnhTsCurhbj5Ha4fOKoVBgkaqZm7ZgT5pg4RGB3Wc%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=wYxvvAOr-6X0hs6Y8NaHU1WKd0JGW2InqoiMQ-XN1chst6SbiVJvCK4bjwFX79SbWRDkJjq797sDaW5feGnitbQXD9VNRwCvtXdyc2sKtj2gh4iSffHXzlWAkM9Y_haf17d5WQTHaNR_C11rcFmB5w%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=wYxvvAOr-6X0hs6Y8NaHU1WKd0JGW2InqoiMQ-XN1chst6SbiVJvCK4bjwFX79SbWRDkJjq797sDaW5feGnitbQXD9VNRwCvtXdyc2sKtj2gh4iSffHXzlWAkM9Y_haf17d5WQTHaNR_C11rcFmB5w%3D%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=4Xp7teqcjO4rB1eNNRxnIL8FQdbwlT-MwHwz4aT7NvCayQ_cMBDm3oOiWqBnR7x7XdsIWSSpDqlVnt5-5oGEUBOn6YRxZit8BIIdYpePqRTpV3RTmo-ogby7eWd4VWd_iHG1k_Ny_pS1jmmKLdylckwD4Tprsob2o2SPL-XSkZA%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=_PjglxW2IvMMTo4tjZjmgYKVetGOs5YT_JjT2ejwIix7jMyX7fUEv1DQ5DvL3PTJoUjLye01b88dAleKMHMuU1THRIOcaEBRIPR5YNaQX9AlXS2bZPKmu8h6kmdQcVJjx0Qqt4rbE0cnKkUgyf4Smvl32yUHfCDBqOP5ZACgviQ%3D
http://globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=rOsvWxrjcT_vmA2uYw62qniJbc8IN7Ci1wpy3GYZo7BV9OJqUQbsH7cEUcGVoGUM
http://www.mscsoftware.com/
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/marc
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release provide engineers with improvements in both performance and ease of use for integrated 

multidisciplinary analysis and simulation process automation. 

 

Performance for Engineering Simulation 
Performance improvements deliver significant productivity gains to engineers. Key enhancements 

include: 

 New Graphics Display Manager, which provides graphics rendering and picking services, 

serving as a bridge between SimXpert and graphics engine. Improvements have helped speed up 

tasks like rendering, highlight and picking, camera based view manipulation and animation by an 

order of magnitude. 

 Performance of a curve imprint on surface, often used to control mesh, has been improved 

significantly. 

 Report Tool in the Motion Workspace has been improved to provide better performance and 

reduced file size. The database size has been reduced by about 90%, Python model size by about 

85%, while improving simulation speed by 25%. 

 MSC Nastran Bulk Data File (BDF) import performance speed has been improved by 30%. 

 

Ease of use for Contact Modeling 
The contact set up has been revamped for ease of use and efficiency so it's easier to create contacts in 

complex models. Enhancements include: 

 Contact body creation, which is the fundamental step in contact analysis, has been made easier. 

Contact bodies can now be automatically created based on parts, groups, materials, properties, 

and regions, simplifying the contact set up, saving significant time especially when a large 

number of components are involved. 

 Contact pair creation is also automated by creating the pairs based on vicinity search. Automatic 

creation of default contact parameters also improves efficiency, while retaining flexibility 

required in contact analysis setup. 

 Easier navigation through model browser and graphical selection provides quick access to any of 

the property setts and contact pairs. 

 Initial check runs to help identify initial penetration or other contact related problems early in the 

analysis. 

 Contact pairs organized based on contact groups, helps for easier visualization especially when a 

large number of components and interactions are involved. 

 

DLM (Double Lattice Modeling) Support for Aeroelasticity 
With the DLM support for aero modeling in SimXpert, the structural and aero models can coexist and be 

organized in the model browser. Enhanced visualization of MSC Nastran aero panels and global/local 

verification of splines helps users ensure model efficacy. 

 

Other enhancements include support for import and export of CAD files in JT format (BREPS), and 

monitoring of multiple jobs from within SimXpert. All of the improvements in this release are designed 

http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/msc-nastran-embedded-fatigue
http://www.mscsoftware.com/product/msc-nastran-embedded-fatigue
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to provide a rich, easy to use, and productive experience for engineers. 

 

For more details about the new release, please watch the on-demand new release 

webinar athttp://bit.ly/1bBoRfG. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

New MapleSim Release Offers Improved Performance, Flexibility 

13 December 2013 

 

Maplesoft™ announced a new release of MapleSim™, the advanced system-level modeling and 

simulation platform. This release includes substantial improvements to the MapleSim simulation engine, 

resulting in faster model pre-processing times, more flexible code generation, and expanded support for 

Modelica-based custom components. 

 

In MapleSim 6.3, the symbolic pre-processing time has been reduced for all models, so the numerical 

simulation phase will begin sooner. This reduction is dramatic in the case of models that use the 

MapleSim Hydraulics Library from Modelon, so these simulations now run significantly faster. In 

addition, code generation for all target platforms has been improved so that more model parameters are 

modifiable when the simulation is run outside of MapleSim. Other improvements include expanded 

support for Modelica-based custom components so that a wider class of functions can now be included 

in the component definition. 

 

“MapleSim is a highly effective tool for system-level modeling and analysis, whether our customers are 

building the models themselves or taking advantage of Maplesoft’s engineering solutions,” says Dr. 

Chad Schmitke, Director of MapleSim Development at Maplesoft. “MapleSim 6.3 offers better 

performance and flexibility, and furthers our commitment to providing our customers with excellent 

tools to meet their design challenges.” 

 

MapleSim is the cornerstone of Maplesoft’s engineering solutions services, which offer expertise in the 

modeling, simulation, and optimization of complex multidomain systems. The Engineering Solutions 

group provides application development, training, and complete turnkey solutions as a complement to 

Maplesoft’s products. MapleSim is an important tool in developing these solutions, as it offers a modern 

approach to physical modeling and simulation that dramatically reduces model development and 

analysis time while producing fast, high-fidelity simulations. 

 

MapleSim 6.3 is available in both English and Japanese. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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SmartCAM V2014 Released 

13 December 2013 

 

SmartCAMcnc has announced the release of SmartCAM® v2014. SmartCAM v2014 delivers a 

redesigned and improved user interface that assists in usability, ease of learning and user efficiency, plus 

a variety of milling process modeling, toolpath verification and geometry modeling improvements. 

 

The SmartCAM product family consists of Computer-Aided Manufacturing (CAM) applications for 

Computer-Numerical Control (CNC) milling, turning, fabrication and wire EDM.  

 

SmartCAM v2014 introduces extensive user interface updates that give the product a more modern look 

and feel while also making it easier to learn and use.  New panel task menus and customizable toolbars 

make it more convenient to access frequently used commands, and new configuration options allow the 

system to be tailored to make best use of screen workspace. 

 

Additionally, the SmartCAM Undo mechanism has been completely re-written to allow multiple Undo 

or Redo of all modeling tasks, a significant advantage over previous versions.  

 

"SmartCAM v2014 users will first notice the new user interface which is a logical evolution of the 

familiar SmartCAM modeling environment." said Douglas Oliver, SmartCAMcnc’s Senior Product 

Manager. "The new task bar menus, coupled with the ability to configure custom toolbars provide users 

extremely quick and convenient access to their most-commonly used tasks, substantially improving 

efficiency and productivity."  

 

"And of course the new Undo allows users the flexibility to try various machining strategies with the 

ability to quickly revert to a prior model state," Oliver went on to say. "That is a huge improvement that 

every user will enjoy." 

 

Improvements to the milling processes increase toolpath reliability and efficiency, and reduce the 

number of steps required to re-machine remaining material and generate wireframe profiling toolpath. 

New arc connections in SmartCAM's Facing and Region Rough processes provide a "high-speed 

machining" technique that prevents abrupt direction changes which may be potentially harmful to 

machinery. 

 

The ShowCut and ShowPath toolpath verification modules have been enhanced to make better use of 

standard tooling by providing improved visualization of turning-tool holders, and allowing milling-tool 

holders to be used with parametrically defined tools. New collision reporting and holder checking 

capabilities assists users in finding potential problems. 

 

SmartCAM v2014 also boasts a number of significant improvements to SmartCAM's modeling 

capabilities. These improvements make it easier to define complex profiles using limited dimensional 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 51 

data, or by performing Boolean modeling operations on multiple closed boundaries.  

 

All SmartCAM v2014 products will benefit from an updated ACIS® modeling kernel as well as updated 

native and generic data translators. 

 

"The hallmark of SmartCAM is the Toolpath Modeling that allows CAM toolpath to be created in the 

same way as CAD geometry. But getting across the concept of Toolpath Modeling to new users has 

proven sometimes difficult", added Oliver. "The user interface improvements in SmartCAM v2014 help 

new users grasp Toolpath Modeling much more quickly while at the same time making the daily use by 

existing users more direct and efficient." 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

TransMagic Ships R10 sp1 with New Features, Formats and Technology 

17 December 2013 

 

TransMagic, Inc., announces the release of TransMagic R10 sp1.  The first service pack for notable 

TransMagic release 10, sp1 entails multiple enhancements and improvements including the release of 

multi-core processing, refined PMI technology, new features and new formats.   

 

The new CAD formats, SMLib and DXF read/write, are included with R10 sp1, as highly anticipated 

formats for the TransMagic user community.  Various CAD version support updates as well as preview 

technology of new formats are also released in R10 sp1 including: 

 

New CAD Version Support: 

 CATIA V6 R2014 

 Inventor 2014 

 NX 8.5.2 Release  

 Parasolid 26.0 

Updated CAD Add-in Support: 

 SolidWorks 2014  

 Inventor 2014 

New Formats: 

 SMLib Read/Write 

 DXF Read/Write 

 Collada Write 

 

TransMagic R10 sp1 is the first release of the TransMagic application on top of their new multi-core 
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processing power.  While most applications access one processing core at a time, TransMagic can now 

source all processing cores in a computer, spreading the application’s processing requirements and usage 

over all available resources.  Essentially, TransMagic’s multi-core processing creates a faster, more 

efficient method of translation and repair.  As cores are scalable, TransMagic’s performance also scales 

with the number of cores in the computer.  Using environment resources more intelligently, TransMagic 

R10 sp1 delivers a quicker application for the end user, maximizing their time. 

 

Introducing many new features, TransMagic focuses on customer experience and product intuition with 

TransMagic R10 sp1.  The new model Dynamic Selection features intuitive, mouse-click automation to 

select various levels of a model assembly from the faces, edges and vertices to the top-level assembly.  

In virtually a handful of clicks, users can now ‘scroll’ through a complex model assembly with Dynamic 

Selection.  New feature, Open in a New Document, allows users to seamlessly view model parts, 

assemblies or selections in separate windows, as simple as “Open in a New Window”.  Following with 

user intuition and ease-of-use, TransMagic also introduces Assembly Tree Keyboard Controls, 

analogous to file browsing controls, delivering an efficient ability to work through complex assembly 

trees.  Part and assembly renaming and polygonal facet refinement options give the user higher control 

for increased output value. With refined PMI (product manufacturing information), TransMagic delivers 

exponentially more usable product detail for better analysis, revision management and downstream 

applications.   

 

TransMagic R10 sp1 is another step forward in not only 3D CAD data exchange and usability, but ease-

of-use, customer experience and intelligent design.  “What would it mean if you could save an hour 

every day searching for CAD data, repairing files, or shoe-horning models into supporting 

applications?” asked Craig Dennis, CTO of TransMagic,  “This new service pack of TransMagic can 

pull CAD data like a freight train!  Merry Christmas!”  
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