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CIMdata News 

CIMdata Featured in Webinar on 2014’s Top PLM Trends for Process Manufacturers 

7 January 2014 

 

CIMdata, Inc., the leading global PLM strategic management consulting and research firm announces 

that Ken Amann, Executive Consultant, will address the latest trends for product lifecycle management 

(PLM) in the process manufacturing industry, in an upcoming webinar sponsored by Infor. Mr. Amann 

will discuss the efficiencies and cost-effective benefits stemming from a PLM implementation.  

 

Attendees will learn: 

 How emerging technology trends such as social, business intelligence, and mobile are changing 

the way people work 

 How least-cost formulation methodology is essential in the continuous quest for cost 

optimization and management  

 How the right PLM solution can help you comply with the ever-changing and complex quality 

and compliance regulations such as global label management and GS1 

 

The webinar will take place on Thursday, January 23, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. ET/3:00 p.m. GMT. To learn 

more and to register, visit: http://www.infor.com/events/20140123-plm-cimdata . 

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, a leading independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize 

an enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions. Since its founding in 1983, CIMdata has delivered 

world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-practice methods on PLM solutions. These solutions 

incorporate both business processes and a wide-ranging set of PLM-enabling technologies. 

 

CIMdata works with both industrial organizations and providers of technologies and services seeking 

http://www.infor.com/events/20140123-plm-cimdata
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competitive advantage in the global economy. In addition to consulting, CIMdata conducts research, 

provides PLM-focused subscription services, and produces several commercial publications. The 

company also provides industry education through PLM certificate programs, seminars, and conferences 

worldwide. CIMdata serves clients around the world from offices in North America, Europe, and Asia- 

Pacific. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website at www.CIMdata.com, follow us on 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews, or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48108, USA, Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV 

Weert, The Netherlands, Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Exploiting a Modern Engineering Simulation Environment: NX CAE from Siemens PLM: a 

CIMdata Commentary  

7 January 2014 

 

Key takeaways: 

 Siemens NX CAE delivers a comprehensive analysis environment for integrated multi-

disciplinary simulation coupled with CAD and simulation data and process management 

 Siemens has a vision to further integrate 1D simulation, test engineering, requirements 

management, and model-based systems engineering with these 3D design and simulation tools 

 Such integrated simulation environments, which focus on the PLM data flow and process issues, 

should be considered in favor of “best-of-breed” strategies that focus primarily on depth-of-

application features and functions 

 Siemens NX CAE is gaining ground as a favored tool for advanced thermal analysis, particularly 

for space systems 

 

Almost 200 people attended the 3rd Annual NX CAE Symposium on November 5-6, 2013. The event 

was held on the campus of the University of Cincinnati, the birthplace of much of the SDRC I-DEAS 

technology, now the basis of the advanced analysis capabilities within the NX CAE portfolio. 

 

In his welcoming remarks, Dave Shook, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, Americas for 

Siemens PLM Software, noted that Siemens has invested billions of dollars in software acquisitions over 

the past few years, including $750 million to acquire LMS about a year ago. He discussed their goal of 

leveraging the combined Siemens and LMS technologies to enable “closed-loop, systems-driven product 

development,” which is the capability to define and track performance requirements and verify them by 

simulation throughout the development cycle. 

 

This theme was continued by Jim Rusk, Senior VP for Product Engineering Software, in describing the 

NX CAE / LMS Roadmap and Vision. He noted that LMS’ capabilities for 3D simulation (e.g., 

durability, acoustics, and multi-body dynamics) are complementary with NX CAE’s strengths in 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Press%20Releases/www.CIMdata.com
http://twitter.com/CIMdataPLMNews
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geometry-integrated model building, structural and thermal analysis, and results analysis/post-

processing. Rusk put forth a comprehensive and impressive vision for the integration of 1D and 3D 

simulation with product design, test engineering, and cross-discipline systems engineering (Figure 1). In 

this vision, models serve as instruments to communicate and collaborate across domains, enabling the 

concurrent development of mechanical, electrical, and software for the control and validation of 

complex systems. 

 

Other speakers echoed the theme for the NX CAE Symposium, “A modern CAE environment: Enabling 

smarter decisions.”
1
 In recent years, integrated CAE environments, like NX CAE, have increased in 

capability, offering a framework that includes geometry authoring (both history-based CAD and direct 

modeling with Siemens Synchronous Technology), and enabling geometry-associative, multi-physics 

simulation along with simulation data management. The emphasis is on the seamless flow of product 

information. For example, some solutions can demonstrate a workflow with the progression of a 

mechanism from simple sketches to 2D and 3D CAD with a kinematics analysis, to multi-body 

dynamics, to nonlinear durability of flexible components. This involves different people and tools, 

without the need to export, translate, or recreate data. Users spend much less time looking for data, and 

the quality of the data is much improved by assuring its pedigree and reducing manual manipulations. 

Siemens’ vision is to extend this to include requirements management and validation, “closed-loop” 

model-based systems engineering, and test engineering—via integration with the Teamcenter PLM 

platform. 

 

Figure 1—The Scope of Siemens’ Vision for NX CAE and LMS 

(Courtesy of Siemens PLM Software) 

 

The capabilities of CAE tools in suites like NX CAE are now comparable to those of best-of-breed 

stand-alone tools. Siemens believes that the discussion should now turn to the essential PLM concerns of 

process and data. CIMdata suggests that end users should question a best-of-breed strategy for choosing 

CAE applications, where the integration and data management issues fall largely on the end user. Figure 

2 is a representation of the integrated NX environment. 

                                                 
1
 Modern Engineering Simulation Environments - Maximizing the Value of your CAE Investments, CIMdata, October 2011. 

Accessible by registering at:  

http://cimdata.com/en/download-modern-engineering-simulation-environments-maximizing-the-value-of-your-cae-

investments 
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Figure 2—Realization of the Siemens NX CAE Integrated Environment 

(Courtesy of Siemens PLM Software) 

 

In his opening remarks for the second day, Marc Boonen, LMS General Manager Americas, a Siemens 

business, discussed LMS’ activities in test, simulation, and cross-discipline integration. He noted that 

LMS engages in close collaborative projects with selected customers to develop technology and to 

demonstrate first-time application of new techniques and methods. CIMdata is aware that GM, Ford, and 

Chrysler have all stated in the past that LMS’ capabilities for vehicle thermal system analysis are 

essential to meet future fuel economy standards. 

 

The NX CAE Symposium featured a number of presentations on strategic issues. Dennis Nagy (Beyond 

CAE) gave his thoughts on the future needs to address mechatronics; Michelle Boucher (Aberdeen 

Group) discussed best practices for closed-loop system simulation; Paul Caito of Siemens PLM 

Software led a discussion among managers associated with Siemens PLM Software, including Bill 

Carrelli (VP for Strategic Marketing); and Monica Schnitger (Schnitger Corporation) moderated a panel 

discussion on simulation with a cross section of end-user agenda participants. 

 

The discussions were rather strategic. The managers echoed the theme of system-driven product 

development, with simulation playing a key role. The end users noted the need for standardization and 

validation of simulation procedures, for process and data management, and of the importance of cultural 

issues: “People must be engaged in a culture of continuous improvement,” said Ed Roubal of Graham 

Packaging. “They must be enthusiastic about collaboration and sharing information,” added Marc 

Solomon, PLM Evangelist at United Launch Systems. 

 

Some end-user presentations focused on leveraging the NX CAE environment: Dan Mekker (Siemens 

Energy) on smarter designs, Marc Solomon (United Launch Alliance) and Oscar Morataya (GE 

Aviation) on simulation data management, Clark Briggs (ATA) on process reuse during design 

evolution, and Sankar Nallapati (General Motors) on knowledge-based tools in the NX CAD and CAE 

environments. All these speakers are leveraging the combination of NX and Teamcenter to improve the 
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effectiveness of simulation for product development. 

 

Spearheaded by Nicolas Parise’s (Maya Heat Transfer Technologies, a Siemens PLM partner) 

discussion of NX Thermal/Flow, a number of other end-user presentations focused on 1D and 3D 

thermal simulation use cases. NX CAE seems to be gaining a significant foothold in the thermal 

simulation domain, particularly for space systems. Thermal performance concerns have increased 

dramatically over the past few years because of, for example, the electrification of vehicles, the need for 

improved fuel efficiency, and the higher energy density of heat generated by electronic components. 

 

Through internal development of core CAE tools, adding capabilities like Simulation Data Management 

in Teamcenter, productive partnerships with companies like Maya, and strategic acquisitions, notably 

LMS, Siemens PLM Software has developed an impressive range of simulation-related capabilities. 

They provide a comprehensive vision for CAE integrated in the PLM environment, directed towards 

managing a company’s intellectual assets over the product lifecycle. CIMdata looks forward to the 

continued integration of simulation with requirements management, data management, and model-based 

systems engineering. Siemens PLM is very, if not uniquely, equipped to deliver on this vision. 

 

The NX CAE Symposium presentations are available by registering at:  

https://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/about_us/events_webinars/nxcae-

symposium/index.cfm?  

 

About CIMdata 

CIMdata, an independent worldwide firm, provides strategic management consulting to maximize an 

enterprise’s ability to design and deliver innovative products and services through the application of 

Product Lifecycle Management (PLM). CIMdata provides world-class knowledge, expertise, and best-

practice methods on PLM. CIMdata also offers research, subscription services, publications, and 

education through international conferences. To learn more about CIMdata’s services, visit our website 

at http://www.CIMdata.com or contact CIMdata at: 3909 Research Park Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108, 

USA. Tel: +1 734.668.9922. Fax: +1 734.668.1957; or at Oogststraat 20, 6004 CV Weert, The 

Netherlands. Tel: +31 (0) 495.533.666. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Acquisitions 

ANSYS Closes Acquisition of Reaction Design 

3 January 2014 

 

ANSYS announced that it has completed the acquisition of Reaction Design, a developer of chemistry 

simulation software. The Company will provide further details regarding the transaction and its impact 

on the 2014 financial outlook at the time of its 2013 year-end earnings announcement. 

https://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/about_us/events_webinars/nxcae-symposium/index.cfm
https://www.plm.automation.siemens.com/en_us/about_us/events_webinars/nxcae-symposium/index.cfm
http://www.cimdata.com/
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Headquartered in San Diego, Reaction Design has about 25 employees and more than 400 customers 

around the world. Its flagship product, CHEMKIN-PRO, is the gold standard for modeling and 

simulating gas-phase and surface chemistry. 

 

The combination of ANSYS' proven computational fluid dynamics (CFD) solutions with Reaction 

Design's industry-leading chemistry solvers will provide the best-in-class combustion simulation tools 

available on the market. Understanding and predicting the effects of chemistry in a combustion system is 

critical to developing competitive products in transportation, energy and materials processing 

applications. Relying on experimental testing alone for accurate performance validation is inadequate, 

given today's complex designs and shortened design cycles. Effective simulation of the underlying 

detailed chemistry is critical to advancements in engine and fuel technology. Reaction Design's solutions 

enable transportation manufacturers and energy companies to rapidly achieve their clean technology 

goals by automating the analysis of chemical processes via computer simulation and modeling solutions. 

The acquisition of Reaction Design complements ANSYS' offering for the simulation of internal 

combustion engines, leading to improved fuel efficiency. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Autodesk Completes Acquisition of Circuits.io 

6 January 2014 

 

Autodesk, Inc. has completed the acquisition of technology and the development team of Circuits.io, a 

web-based app and connected community for designing and simulating electronic circuits. Autodesk 

partnered with the Circuits.io team to introduce Autodesk 123D Circuits in 2013, and through this 

acquisition Autodesk intends to expand its offering of technology for electronic circuit design and 

simulation. Terms of the transaction were not disclosed. 

 

“The rise in affordable, programmable microprocessors like the Arduino, paired with components like 

sensors and input/output boards, are creating new opportunity for gadget makers and inventors. 

Autodesk works with a large and passionate community of electronics-focused users, with over 

2000 Instructables leveraging Arduino and circuitry-based projects on Instructables.com,” said Samir 

Hanna, vice president, Autodesk Consumer Group. “We are excited to welcome the Circuits.io team and 

community to Autodesk, and look forward to developing new tools to help these users unlock their 

creativity.” 

 

Autodesk released 123D Circuits in September 2013, which expanded on the existing Circuits.io app by 

adding a breadboard view, and let users run code and simulate circuits in the app. Since this time, the 

community has grown to more than 30,000 users. 123D Circuits users can create projects ranging from 

simple, blinking LED to the autopilot circuitry for flying drones. Users have the ability to share circuits 

with the community, and to start new projects based on a circuit created by other members of the 

community. In addition users can order custom circuit boards of what they’ve designed in the app to be 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpr-autodesk&esheet=50777600&newsitemid=20140106006654&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk%2C+Inc.&index=1&md5=d603bd03bbb7426cd495124502aee285
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2F123d.circuits.io&esheet=50777600&newsitemid=20140106006654&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk+123D+Circuits&index=2&md5=557598565967ab66a980b4ada9be38d0
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instructables.com&esheet=50777600&newsitemid=20140106006654&lan=en-US&anchor=Instructables&index=3&md5=66d337348fc13478de5d003b3640e62d
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manufactured and shipped to them. As part of this acquisition, Autodesk plans to migrate all Circuits.io 

accounts to 123D accounts, and both “Maker” and “Professional” level members will receive 123D 

Premium membership as part of this migration. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Intercad Strengthens SolidWorks offering with Solidtec Acquisition 

5 January 2014 

 

Intercad Pty Ltd has acquired fellow 3D CAD specialist Solidtec Solutions. 

 

As part of the deal, Solidtec personnel will join Intercad to further increase the level of expertise at the 

company, which over the past three years has transitioned into a full-service mechanical computer-aided 

engineering solutions provider. 

 

“We will merge the two businesses to support a larger range of services,” said Max Piper, Chief 

Executive Officer, Intercad Pty Ltd. “Established nearly 25 years ago, Intercad is the longest-standing 

3D solid modelling specialist in the region, giving us a depth of industry knowledge that is evidenced in 

the range of services we offer and the breadth of products we represent. 

 

“Our customers come to us because of our best-in-class technical support, training programs, and 

industry and business knowledge. This merger of operations will serve to enhance these offerings which 

can deliver competitive advantages to those customers.” 

 

Solidtec sales personnel will join Intercad as a result of the acquisition. Former Solidtec Chief Executive 

Officer Shane Preston said the sale will ultimately benefit both organisations – their personnel and the 

customers. 

 

“Now is the time for the manufacturing industry in Australia to embrace innovation and efficiency as a 

means to global competitiveness, especially given a stubbornly high Australian dollar as well as 

increased competition from many low-cost countries,” said Preston. “In this climate, the best way for 

both companies to help their customers is through the combination of their expertise. The integration of 

Solidtec with Intercad will provide a focus on customer success and ensure Australian and New Zealand 

manufacturers, engineers and designers have the best available tools, training and support to increase 

productivity and better compete on a global scale.” 

 

Solidtec customers will now be able to access the full portfolio of products that have been introduced to 

Intercad customers in the past 12 months. 

 

“Manufacturing is facing significant headwinds, but it’s a resilient industry and companies are 

constantly looking to invest in services that increase productivity in a competitive global market,” said 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.123dapp.com&esheet=50777600&newsitemid=20140106006654&lan=en-US&anchor=123D&index=4&md5=22c4633dd4746f05c37c3798697776a4
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.123dapp.com%2Fgopremium&esheet=50777600&newsitemid=20140106006654&lan=en-US&anchor=123D+Premium&index=5&md5=d153d9692f508f528bba3256fb9182b9
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.123dapp.com%2Fgopremium&esheet=50777600&newsitemid=20140106006654&lan=en-US&anchor=123D+Premium&index=5&md5=d153d9692f508f528bba3256fb9182b9
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Piper. “Intercad is working on developing partnerships with organisations such as IC3D to further 

strengthen our ability to offer customers a more complete solution that meets their requirements and 

maximises their investment in SolidWorks, including products for steel fabrication and simple language 

translation. 

 

“Our commitment to helping our customers navigate through a challenging time has not wavered, and 

this deal opens the door for increased customer feedback and collaboration.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Company News 

Belmont Technology is now Onshape, Inc. 

9 January 2014 

 

In 2012, John McEleney and Jon Hirschtick, the founders of SolidWorks, announced their new 

enterprise, Belmont Technology. Since then they have been building a team, including many former 

colleagues, to develop some as yet to be defined product. Given their pedigree and comments to press 

and analysts, their product will be in the CAD industry and rely in some way on cloud computing. 

 

After several rounds of venture funding, they recently renamed the enterprise Onshape, Inc. 

(http://www.onshape.com), which they describe as “a venture-funded startup founded by members of 

the original SolidWorks team plus top engineers from the CAD, data center, mobile and streaming 

media industries.” According to Onshape, they are “hiring for their Cambridge, MA headquarters and 

other locations worldwide. If you're skilled in CAD, CAM, PDM, PLM, CAE, MATLAB, Android, iOS, 

JavaScript, C++ or Java, contact info@onshape.com or visit http://www.onshape.com/ for more 

information.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

CDC Partners with IMS Software 

8 January 2013 

 

IMS Software announced CDC as the first IMS distributor in South Africa, representing the full product 

line including IMSpost™, IMSverify™ and IMSce™. 

 

"With IMS integrated post processing and validation capabilities CDC will be able to address the most 

complex needs of our machining customers” said Igal Filipovski, managing director of CDC. “In this 

growing industry segment in South Africa, our partnership with IMS will allow us to provide a complete 

'one stop' solution for companies looking to reduce risk and time in their NC programming process." 

 

http://www.onshape.com/
mailto:info@onshape.com
http://www.onshape.com/
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"South Africa has seen tremendous growth in high-end CNC machining." said Dan Wrenn, president 

and co-founder of IMS. “CDC brings a wealth of experience and will be an excellent partner for IMS in 

this rapidly growing market.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Creation of the Chair "Centrale Nantes - ESI" 

7 January 2014 

 

ESI Group announces the launch of a 6-year joint research program between Centrale Nantes and ESI, 

for which an Endowed Chair has been created. Both organizations will conduct advanced research on 

the topics of Model Reduction, Advanced Welding Simulation, and Thermoplastic Welding. The official 

inauguration will take place on January 21, 2014 at Centrale Nantes. 

 

The research scope has been designed to solve current and future problems linked to advanced multi-

material design and optimization strategies. 

 

Centrale Nantes and ESI are joining forces to propose solutions that will raise the competitiveness of the 

French manufacturing industry and the country’s higher education alike.”- Dr Vincent Chaillou, COO, 

ESI Group 

 

ESI Group will be financing this 6-year collaborative research project, focusing on Model Reduction, 

Advanced Welding Simulation and Thermoplastic Welding. 

 

Pr. Francisco Chinesta, Professor of Computational Mechanics at Centrale Nantes (France) and titular of 

the EADS Foundation Chair for the past four years, will be appointed “Centrale Nantes – ESI Chair”. 

Most specifically, he brings years of expertise in Model Reduction Strategies and advanced modeling 

and simulation of materials and processes. Dr Jean-Louis Duval, Platform Product Director, ESI Group, 

will oversee Model Reduction research operations on ESI’s side. Dr Yannick Vincent, Welding and 

Assembly Solution Product Manager, ESI Group, will coordinate the research on numerical simulation 

of welding processes, while Dr Laurent Dufort, Composites Manufacturing CoE Manager, ESI Group, 

and Dr Christophe Binetruy, from Centrale Nantes’ Materials, Processes and Composites department, 

will jointly lead the research on thermoplastics. 

 

For Model Reduction Strategies, both organizations will work towards the development of virtual charts 

for non-linear models involving multiple parameters, by using the Proper Generalized Decomposition 

(PGD method). These virtual charts represent complex mathematical relationships at a glance, e.g. in the 

form of tables that can be easily visualized. They will be integrated in ESI software to deliver real time 

simulation results, optimization, and reverse analysis, with the aim to predict even faster how design and 

manufacturing changes (geometries, materials, processes) will affect a finished product’s performance. 

 

http://www.ec-nantes.fr/version-anglaise/
http://www.esi-group.com/company/about
http://www.ec-nantes.fr/version-francaise/recherche/chaire-fondation-eads/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reduction_(complexity)


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 11 

For Advanced Welding Simulation, research will investigate Friction Steer Welding (FSW) processes, 

which enable the joining of dissimilar materials (such as steel and aluminum) in solid state. Another 

research objective will be to improve modeling techniques for additive manufacturing, as part of the 

welding process. 

 

Today, out-of-autoclave systems based on thermoplastic materials are seen as a tangible solution to 

decrease process cost in the aeronautic and automotive industries. A research team will investigate this 

area, by focusing on the advanced simulation of automatic tape placement. 

 

For students at Centrale Nantes, this initiative provides an opportunity to conduct teaching and research 

on topics that are directly in line with current and future industrial projects. It will finance four PhD 

theses around the above research projects, while the Research Institute of Civil Engineering and 

Mechanics of Centrale Nantes will strengthen its team with an additional research position in the field of 

Computational Mechanics.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Datakit meets LMBA to provide them with CAD Converters 

8 January 2014 

 

Francis Cadin, CEO of Datakit, has embarked on a world tour riding his motorcycle to meet customers 

and resellers all over the world. 

 

The second step of this trip was Dakar, where Francis Cadin met with the LMBA-GEDIX team with 

more than 25 years of experience. LMBA is involved in the manufacturing workshops of companies in 

the field of mechanical industry (machining, machine tools, cutting tools, tools workshop).  LMBA aims 

to contribute to reducing production costs by digitizing manufacturing data. 

 

This meeting with Arnaud Guillermet, CEO of LMBA, focused on an agreement allowing LMBA to 

integrate Datakit technology in their "GEDIX" offer, thereby giving their customers from industry and 

design departments the ability to use Datakit converters. 

 

GEDIX users will thus be able to get 3D PDF version of the geometries of all their tools, and visualize 

these models regardless of the original format. 

 

LMBA and DATAKIT are among the founding members of the brand new FHTF (French High 

Technology Federation) which also includes the companies Audros Technology, GO2cam International, 

C4W, TECHNODIGIT and Brochexpress. More information on www.fhtf.eu 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friction_stir_welding
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thermoplastic
http://www.ec-nantes.fr/version-anglaise/
http://www.datakit.com/en/product.php
http://www.datakit.com/en/news/datakit-meets-audros-technology-to-provide-them-with-cad-converters-125.html
http://www.fhtf.eu/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 12 

Delcam adds more than 50 Staff in 2013 to give over 700 Employees 

10 January 2014 

 

Delcam added more than 50 extra staff to its international workforce during 2013 to give a total of more 

than 700 employees within the organisation by the end of the year.  

 

In addition, well over 100 more people are employed in Delcam’s Joint Venture companies in Europe 

and Asia.  The largest of these companies, Delcam’s extremely successful Korean Joint Venture, 

Hankook Delcam, has over 50 staff. 

 

Just under half of the new positions were created at Delcam’s headquarters in Birmingham, with the 

others added at the company’s fifteen international subsidiaries in Europe, America and Asia.  The new 

staff were added across the company’s activities, with extra jobs introduced in software development, 

customer support, consultancy services and sales. 

 

The growth in staff numbers during the year reflected the increase in Delcam’s sales.  The company 

achieved record sales for a six-month period of £25.0 million in the first half of 2013.  That result meant 

that the company had set new record levels of sales in seven consecutive half-year periods. 

 

The extra recruits also consolidated Delcam’s status as the largest organisation in the CAM industry. 

This position was confirmed in the latest NC Software Market Analysis Report from leading US 

analysts CIMdata, which reported that Delcam had by far the largest number of staff devoted to CAM 

software of any supplier.  According to the Report, no other company employs more than 300 people for 

its CAM activities. 

 

The Report also confirmed that Delcam employs the largest development team in the industry, with well 

over 200 people working on the company’s manufacturing software.  The next largest CAM 

development team was reported to have 130 people, less than two-thirds of the Delcam total. 

 

Further expansion at Delcam is planned for 2014.  The continuing recovery in global manufacturing, in 

particular in the aerospace and automotive industries, means that more sales people will be needed to 

meet demand for the company’s manufacturing software and more technical staff will be required to 

train and support Delcam’s growing number of customers. 

 

"We are always on the lookout for experienced sales and support staff with a background in machining 

software or equipment,” commented Delcam’s Commercial Director, Bart Simpson.  "The increased 

interest in our software and services, driven by our customers’ desire to improve their productivity with 

our unique solutions, means we need to add more staff to satisfy this ever growing demand.  We are 

especially keen to add more people for our sales teams in our international subsidiaries, as well as 

continuing the growth of our development staff in the UK.” 
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IBM Forms New Watson Group to Meet Growing Demand for Cognitive Innovations 

9 January 2014 

 

IBM announced it will establish the IBM Watson Group, a new business unit dedicated to the 

development and commercialization of cloud-delivered cognitive innovations. The move signifies a 

strategic shift by IBM to accelerate into the marketplace a new class of software, services and apps that 

think, improve by learning, and discover answers and insights to complex questions from massive 

amounts of Big Data. 

 

IBM will invest more than $1 billion into the Watson Group, focusing on development and research and 

bringing cloud-delivered cognitive applications and services to market. This will include $100 million 

available for venture investments to support IBM’s recently launched ecosystem of start-ups and 

businesses that are building a new class of cognitive apps powered by Watson, in the IBM Watson 

Developers Cloud.  

 

The IBM Watson Group will have a new headquarters at 51 Astor Place in New York City’s “Silicon 

Alley” technology hub, leveraging the talents of approximately 2,000 professionals, whose goal is to 

design, develop and accelerate the adoption of Watson cognitive technologies that transform industries 

and professions. The new group will tap subject matter experts from IBM’s Research, Services, 

Software and Systems divisions, as well as industry experts who will identify markets that cognitive 

computing can disrupt and evolve, such as healthcare, financial services, retail, travel and 

telecommunications. 

 

IBM's New Catalyst for Innovation and Market Transformation  

The IBM Watson Group will be led by Michael Rhodin, who most recently served as Senior Vice 

President, IBM Software Solutions Group, responsible for delivering industry-specific solutions in high-

growth areas such as Business Analytics, Smarter Commerce, Smarter Cities and Social Business.  

 

“IBM has transformed Watson from a quiz-show winner, into a commercial cognitive computing 

breakthrough that is helping businesses engage customers, healthcare organizations personalize patient 

care, and entrepreneurs build businesses,” said Michael Rhodin, Senior Vice President, IBM Watson 

Group. “Watson is one of the most significant innovations in IBM's 100 year history, and one that we 

want to share with the world.  With these investments we strive to make new markets, reach new buyers 

and transform industries and professions.”  

 

A major initiative for the IBM Watson Group will be to continue advancing its research and 

development to accelerate the delivery of cognitive innovations to organizations via the cloud.   

 

As part of this initiative IBM will engineer Watson to be deployed on Softlayer, the cloud computing 

infrastructure business recently acquired by IBM.  

http://www.ibm.com/big-data/us/en/
http://www.ibm.com/smarterplanet/us/en/ibmwatson/
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In addition to launching the IBM Watson Group, IBM is announcing three new services based on 

Watson’s cognitive intelligence. 

 

IBM Watson Discovery Advisor aims to revolutionize how industries such as pharmaceutical and 

publishing conduct research. Representing a giant leap from existing research tools that churn out 

thousands of search results their users must wade through, the Watson Discovery Advisor will delve into 

the influx of data-driven content today’s researchers face, and uncover connections that can speed up 

and strengthen their work.  

 

IBM Watson Analytics allows users to explore Big Data insights through visual representations, 

without the need for advanced analytics training. The service removes common impediments in the data 

discovery process, enabling business users to quickly and independently uncover new insights in their 

data. Guided by sophisticated analytics and a natural language interface, Watson Analytics automatically 

prepares the data, surfaces the most important relationships and presents the results in an easy to 

interpret interactive visual format.  

 

IBM Watson Explorer is designed to help users across the enterprise uncover and share data-driven 

insights more easily, while helping organizations launch big data initiatives more quickly. Watson 

Explorer provides users with a unified view displaying all of their data-driven information, as well as a 

framework for developing information-rich applications that deliver a comprehensive, contextually-

relevant view of any topic for business users, data scientists and a variety of targeted business functions. 

 

A Hub for Cognitive Innovation and Exploration  

For entrepreneurs and start-ups, the Watson Group's Silicon Alley headquarters will provide a business 

incubator offering the technology, tools and talent to create and launch new products and businesses 

based on Watson's cloud-delivered cognitive intelligence. As a result, business partners will gain the 

support to achieve their visions for solving industry and societal challenges, and meeting marketplace 

demands that are currently unmet.  

 

The Watson Group’s headquarters will also provide a client solutions center, serving as a place for IBM 

clients to experience cognitive technologies and learn how they can help transform their businesses. In 

addition, the headquarters will host a design lab for continuously enhancing the user experiences for 

cognitive applications and services used by IBM clients and partners.   

 

The Watson Group will also offer workshops and seminars on topics such as development skills, as well 

as networking opportunities. These events will build upon the more than 1,000 academic partnerships 

that IBM has developed to prepare university students for careers in cognitive computing, big data and 

analytics. This includes Watson-inspired business and technical challenges, new curriculum, faculty 

grants and internships. 

 

A Turning Point for Computing and Big Data Discovery  

http://www.ibm.com/analytics/us/en/
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Nearly three years after its triumph on the television quiz show Jeopardy!, IBM has advanced Watson 

from a game playing innovation into a commercial technology. Now delivered from the cloud and able 

to power new consumer and enterprise apps, Watson is 24 times faster, smarter with a 2,400 percent 

improvement in performance, and 90 percent smaller – IBM has shrunk Watson from the size of a 

master bedroom to three stacked pizza boxes.  

 

Named after IBM founder Thomas J. Watson, IBM Watson was developed in IBM’s Research labs. 

Using natural language processing and analytics, Watson processes information akin to how people 

think, representing a major shift in an organization’s ability to quickly analyze, understand and respond 

to Big Data. Watson’s ability to answer complex questions posed in natural language with speed, 

accuracy and confidence is transforming decision making across a variety of industries.  

 

IBM has partnered with a range of healthcare organizations to help transform how medicine is practiced, 

paid for and taught, with the help of Watson-powered solutions. This includes collaborations with 

Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, WellPoint, the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 

Center, and Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine of Case Western Reserve University.  

 

In May 2013, IBM unveiled the Watson Engagement Advisor, a commercial breakthrough that helps 

businesses deepen and redefine engagement with customers. Top brands including DBS Bank and 

Nielsen are exploring how Watson can help them engage customers.  

 

In November 2013, IBM announced it would make Watson available as a development platform in the 

cloud, enabling software application providers to build a new generation of apps infused with cognitive 

computing intelligence. This includes the Watson Developers Cloud: a cloud-hosted marketplace where 

application providers can tap into resources for developing Watson-powered apps, including Watson's 

API. Three business partners plan to go to market in 2014 with Watson apps, from Fluid to transform 

how consumers shop, from MD Buyline to help hospitals procure devices, and Welltok to enable health 

plans to engage their members.  Currently more than 760 applicants have shared their ideas for creating 

cognitive apps that redefine how businesses and consumers make decisions.  

 

IBM collaborated with eight universities to develop Watson’s capabilities. Over the past three years, 

IBM has introduced through its Academic Initiative a range of academic programs to prepare today's 

students to become tomorrow's cognitive computing leaders. This includes Watson-focused case 

competitions with the University of Connecticut (UConn), University of Rochester and University of 

Southern California (USC). IBM also works with schools such as Michigan State University and UConn 

to develop Watson-inspired curriculum, while offering faculty grants to fuel additional coursework. 

Other academic ventures include the Watson internship program and IBM’s donation of Watson 

technology to Rensselaer Polytechnic University.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Infosys Announces Appointment of Presidents 

3 January 2014 
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Infosys announced that it has appointed Mr. B. G. Srinivas and Mr. U. B. Pravin Rao as Presidents of 

the Company, reporting to Mr. S. D. Shibulal, Chief Executive Officer & Managing Director. These 

appointments are effective immediately. 

 

The business portfolios will be realigned under the two Presidents as set forth below. In addition, Mr. B. 

G. Srinivas will focus on global markets and Mr. U. B. Pravin Rao will focus on global delivery and 

service innovation. 

 

Financial services, Insurance, Manufacturing, Engineering Services, Energy & Communications, Infosys 

Public Services, Infosys Lodestone, Strategic Global Sourcing, Marketing and Alliances will report to 

Mr. B. G. Srinivas. 

 

Retail, Consumer Packaged Goods and Logistics, Life Sciences, Resources & Utilities, Services, 

Growth Markets, Cloud & Mobility, Quality & Productivity and Infosys Leadership Institute will report 

to Mr. U. B. Pravin Rao. 

 

In view of these changes, the Executive Council, as a forum, will cease to exist with effect from April 1, 

2014. 

 

Mr. S. D. Shibulal, Chief Executive Officer & Managing Director said, “These changes will further 

enhance our focus on deepening client relationships, increasing market share, creating service 

differentiation through innovation and agility in execution.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

Nemetschek Scia Signs A&S Virtual Systems to Become a Competence Center for Civil and 

Structural Engineers in Finland 

9 January 2014 

 

Nemetschek Scia is pleased to announce a new partnership with A&S Virtual Systems. Under the 

agreement, A&S Virtual Systems will become a new Competence Center for Nemetschek Scia in 

Finland, helping Finnish civil and structural engineers migrate to or improve their 3D workflows, as 

well as supporting them through their implementation of the latest Eurocodes. 

 

Two major trends transforming the practice of Finnish engineers are rapid adoption of the Eurocodes 

and the migration to Building Information Modeling (BIM). By partnering, Nemetschek Scia and A&S 

Virtual Systems can offer these engineers both best-in-class BIM software that supports the Eurocodes 

and high quality training, support and project consulting to ensure their success. 
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“The transition to the Eurocodes and Building Information Modeling is causing many concerns among 

Finnish engineers. We are excited to join forces with Nemetschek Scia to offer a software solution with 

a mature support for both BIM and the latest Eurocodes, including the Finnish National annexes,” says 

Mr. Juha Airola, Managing Director of A&S Virtual Systems. 

 

“We are pleased to welcome Virtual Systems as our new partner in Finland. With their long history and 

expertise in structural engineering, they are an ideal partner to support Nemetschek Scia and deliver the 

quality service our users have come to expect,” comments Cyril Heck, Sales and Marketing Manager, 

Nemetschek Scia. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

PTC Continues Commitment to Shared Value with Support for FIRST
®
 2013-2014 Robotics Season 

7 January 2014 

 

Continuing with its mission to provide every day opportunities for students to develop real-world 

engineering skills, PTC, today announced its continued support of FIRST 
®

 (For Inspiration and 

Recognition of Science and Technology) and the FIRST 
®

 Robotics Competition (FRC
®
). Building on 

previous years, PTC will support seven regional FRC competitions throughout the United States and 

Israel in addition to sponsoring 77 FIRST
®
 Robotics Competition (FRC

®
) teams, 53 FIRST

®
 Tech 

Challenge (FTC
®
) teams, and five FIRST

®
LEGO

®
 League (FLL

®
) teams during the 2013-2014 season. 

The FIRST Robotics Competition field and kit of parts for the after-school STEM program were 

designed using PTC Creo
®
 software. 

 

The Georgetown Center on Education and the Workforce indicates there will be 2.4 million jobs created 

in STEM fields in the U.S. by 2018, but only 25 percent of high-school students today complete basic 

math and engineering course work. The need for more graduates in science, technology, engineering and 

math is felt by many global manufacturers, which makes it critical that programs such as FIRST are 

successful to build a qualified work force and fill the pipeline of future engineers. 

 

PTC and NASA were the 2014 FRC Kickoff Sponsors at an event that was held on Saturday, January 4, 

2014. The FRC season robotics game was unveiled during a live broadcast to approximately 70,000 

global participants courtesy of NASA on NASA Robotics and NASA TV. 

 

“As a long-standing Strategic Partner of FIRST, PTC remains fully committed to the values and goals of 

the organization by inspiring young people’s interest and participation in science and technology,” said 

Don Bossi, president, FIRST. “PTC works very hard to connect FIRST students to mentors not only with 

its 6,000 employees, but also with their 27,000 global manufacturing customers so that students 

worldwide can develop the engineering skills that are in high demand from these organizations.” 

 

FIRST reaches an estimated 300,000 students worldwide annually. FIRST designs accessible, 

innovative, mentor-based STEM programs for K-12. These programs inspire young people to think, 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ptc.com&esheet=50777646&newsitemid=20140107005245&lan=en-US&anchor=PTC&index=1&md5=dcae85b9eb20b6a5d8affd4fca7aa28d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Frobotics.nasa.gov%2F&esheet=50777646&newsitemid=20140107005245&lan=en-US&anchor=NASA+Robotics&index=2&md5=d5ab150a595e3e05bb6f19d59cd0ccf8
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasa.gov%2Fmultimedia%2Fnasatv%2Findex.html&esheet=50777646&newsitemid=20140107005245&lan=en-US&anchor=NASA+TV&index=3&md5=d34748f5006a13a2f28b58fd10b7f0ee
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design and create something physical using their engineering knowledge and skills. As a Strategic 

Partner of the FIRST Progression of Programs for K-12, PTC provides free software, including PTC 

Creo
®
, PTC Mathcad

®
 and PTC Windchill

® 
software to all participating FIRST teams. PTC Windchill 

has been available in the cloud to FRC and FTC teams since 2008 allowing thousands of students, along 

with their teachers and professional mentors, to collaborate on their designs anytime, anywhere. 

 

“FIRST is the cornerstone of our Shared Value program because it delivers value on the basic premise 

that our job is to make an investment for the future by supporting the communities around our global 

offices,” said John Stuart, senior vice president global education, PTC. “FIRST is one of the best 

investments PTC can make because it will ultimately build a global workforce of engineers, which will 

help our customers achieve and maintain a competitive advantage. We’re proud to continue our support 

of FIRST and we wish the best for all the teams that participate in this year’s competition.” 

 

Scott McDowell, coach for team #4140 Fish in the Boat, said, “Having the opportunity to guide these 

students toward careers around science and technology is very rewarding. This high school team is 

learning how to use PTC software in a real world design environment, which will help them better 

understand and apply the same design and collaboration principles used in a global manufacturing 

environment.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

SolidCAM’s 2013 Reseller Conference  

7 January 2014 

 

SolidCAM resellers from around the world gathered in Hannover, Germany to share information and 

catch up with the latest developments at the SolidCAM 2013 reseller conference. With six offices in 

Germany, offices in the USA, Canada, China, Japan, and India, and affiliate companies in the UK, 

France, Czech Republic and Australia, as well as 140 resellers in 50 countries, it was bound to be a very 

popular and well attended event. 

 

Dr. Emil Somekh, CEO, took the opportunity to remind delegates about the company’s success. “We 

have over 19,000 seats installed worldwide, we have been named fastest growing CAM vendor by 

CIMdata in 5 of the last 8 years, and we have been a SolidWorks Gold partner for more than 10 years.” 

He also described the advantages and developments at the company’s Technology Centers in Germany, 

USA, Czech Republic and Japan. At these centers, customers can experience live demonstrations of the 

70% reduction in cycle time possible with SolidCAM’s patented iMachining and learn how to maximize 

productivity from their machinery and tooling.  

 

The Technology Centers have enabled SolidCAM to build relationships with machine tool 

manufactures, as well as tooling manufacturers such as Hoffmann, Guehring, Iscar, Sandvik and 

Kennametal. They are very keen to use the cycle time reductions and the increased tool life that 

SolidCAM can offer, to give their customers a further competitive advantage. In addition the centers 

have proved to be invaluable for training and cutting technology development and, through seminars, 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fishintheboat.org%2F&esheet=50777646&newsitemid=20140107005245&lan=en-US&anchor=Fish+in+the+Boat&index=4&md5=11aee64c7127e0e873502eeb67790a7c
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webinars and virtual demonstrations, a powerful sales tool. 

 

The patented iMachining and its Technology Wizard were the key topics for SolidCAM representatives 

from all around the world. According to them, the performance of the unique iMachining has proved 

itself to be far in advance of anything else currently on the market. In SolidCAM 2013, even closer 

integration with SolidWorks makes the software even easier to use, while advances in 5-axis machining 

provide new blade and port machining capabilities. In addition, multi-core calculation, which makes full 

use of the latest computer technology, has speeded up calculation, greatly reducing programming times.  

 

iMachining 3D sees addition of tool holder collision avoidance, enabling shorter tools to be used. For 

Mill-Turn applications, which can also benefit from iMachining, advances in balanced roughing, 

synchronization of turrets, support of sub-spindles and B-axis, makes this an extremely powerful module 

for multi-turret and multi-spindle CNC machines. 

 

Introduced at the conference was the new Solid Probe module. The Solid Probe allows users to define 

the setup home position and perform part measurement cycles during machining, and is completely 

integrated with other SolidCAM operations. Additionally, it supports tool presetters and tool breakage 

detection. Machining operations and Probe operations are intermixed in the CAM manger, using the 

same geometry. Should the solid model change, both the machining and probe operations automatically 

synchronize to the alteration. 

 

Emil Somekh emphasized the importance of customer service. “We have a competence training program 

for our reseller network which includes a reseller technical certification process to ensure that our 

customers, wherever they are in the world, are getting the best levels of support. Training is ongoing 

with 134 online webinars attended by resellers and customers. We also pride ourselves on the speed of 

response we offer.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

TCS to set up world’s largest Corporate Learning Center in Thiruvananthapuram  

4 January 2014 

 

Tata Consultancy Services announced that it is setting up the world’s largest corporate learning and 

development center with a total capacity to train 15,000 professionals at one time and 50,000 

professionals annually. 

 

The proposed TCS Learning Campus in Thiruvananthapuram will be located on a 97-acre property in 

the Technopark area of the city. The campus will be built over an area of 6.1 million square feet and 

feature residential accommodation for professionals and faculty at the center. 

 

At a ceremony at TCS’ current training facility, TCS Peepul Park, the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, 

Dr. Manmohan Singh was the chief guest and laid the foundation stone for the project. Other dignitaries 
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present included the Governor of the State of Kerala, Shri Nikhil Kumar; the Hon’ble Chief Minister, 

Shri Oomen Chandy; the Hon’ble Minister for Industries and IT, Shri PK Kunhalikutty; Special Advisor 

to the Prime Minister, Shri TKA Nair; as well as the local MP, Shri Shashi Tharoor. 

 

N Chandrasekaran, Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director, TCS, said, “TCS has been present 

in Thiruvananthapuram since 1997 and since then it has been the hub of our global learning and 

development efforts. The TCS Learning Campus will be the new benchmark for corporate learning 

worldwide and this iconic facility will produce world class professionals to meet the future needs of the 

IT industry.” 

 

“We are grateful to the Kerala government officials and other stakeholders whose energy and 

commitment has helped make this project a reality today,” he added. 

 

The project will boost the local economy in the region and during the construction period alone, it is 

expected that this project will provide direct employment to over 2,000 skilled and unskilled local 

people for a period of four years. An integral part of the project will be the skill development programs 

run by TCS to upgrade the skills of local youth and facilitate opportunities to work in the construction 

project, through contractors. 

 

TCS is the single largest private sector employer in India. It employs over 285,000 professionals 

worldwide and plans to hire 50,000 professionals in 2013-14. It spends over 15 million hours on 

learning and development programs for its employees every year. Over the last five years till date, the 

company has trained over 143,000 IT professionals in India and abroad. 

 

The company’s learning programs include its award-winning Initial Learning Program for fresh graduate 

trainees as well as numerous Competency Development and Leadership Development Programs for 

middle and senior executives in the company. 

 

The proposed TCS Learning Campus will provide a natural, contemporary vision for education by 

linking elegant design, ecological thinking and modern technology. The integrated design has been 

organized around a centralized, iconic training facility with collaboration rooms and libraries on the high 

plateau at the middle of the site with residential and support buildings around it. The master plan of the 

campus, inspired by the rich regional heritage, incorporates the local architecture influences and used 

local materials in construction. It incorporates several green concepts such as zero waste discharge with 

100% recycling of sewage, energy efficient systems, large area of green cover, rain water harvesting 

systems and integrated building management systems. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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Tekla Global BIM Awards Winners Announced BIM Keeps Expanding to New Fields in the 

Construction 

9 January 2014 

 

The winners of the five categories of Tekla Global BIM Awards have been chosen among a vast range 

of competing models, using all kinds of materials all around the world. In the Total BIM category, the 

best was Puuvilla Shopping Center in Pori, Finland. The Cast in Place Concrete award went to BB&T 

Ballpark in Charlotte, USA, and Precast Concrete award to Kalasataman Fregatti and Fiskari in 

Helsinki, Finland, while the best Engineering project was Tesco Sheringham. The Steel award was given 

to the Gap ice-skating stadium in France. 

 

The Puuvilla Shopping Centre, delivered by a project group of 13 companies, is truly a Total 

BIM project. The team tackled the challenges of large project, tight schedule and combining new and 

old structures with good Building Information Modelling. In addition to structural, they utilised 

architectural, MEP, electricity and sprinkler system models and laser scanned the existing structures to 

create an inventory model. 

 

The competition jury selected BB&T Ballpark in Charlotte, USA, the best Cast in Place 

Concrete project. Wayne Brothers was responsible for concrete construction and coordination. They 

used models for planning pours, tracking progress and coordinating with other trades. The rebar provider 

Harris Steel used the concrete model in detailing, which lead to fewer errors and more efficient 

workflow. 

 

The winner among Structural Engineering projects was Tesco Sheringham supermarket by Pinnacle, a 

bespoke design featuring a timber roof structure. The design team combined the architect and 

mechanical engineer’s 3D models along with their own steel, timber and reinforced concrete model 

created in Tekla and exchanged the models between all parties. 

 

The best project in Precast category was Kalasataman Fregatti and Fiskari, two residential buildings 

with geometrically complex façade under construction. Engineering office Mäkeläinen started modelling 

already in the conceptual design phase, omitting 2D drawings, and now uses architect’s model as 

reference and for clash checking. The model has also been a notable source of fabrication information. 

 

In the Steel category, the winner was the renovation project of the skating stadium in Gap, France, by 

Patrick Millet. The team had to keep the existing timber structures from the early 70s while reinforcing 

the structure to support new loads and fill the current seismological norms. 

 

The winner of the public vote was the Baku Olympic Stadium in Azerbaidjan, modelled by Tekfen 

Engineering and Sdeng Steel & Structural Detail Engineers. The stadium was modelled in two locations, 

in Greece and Turkey, while BIM tools were used for communication with the designers in South Korea 

and New York. 
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For the first time, Tekla Global BIM Awards also had student contestants. The best student project was 

Hotel Katajanokka, coursework by Jesse Pulli from the Aalto University in Finland, and Alan David 

Lazarte Mejia from Universidad Nacional de San Agustin in Peru got a special mention for his 

independent sports court project. 

 

The winners of the competition were chosen by a jury of international BIM experts: Ashwin 

Mahalingam, Assistant Professor of Indian Institute of Technology, Madras; Richard Ogden, Chairman 

of Buildoffsite and Director in acumen7; Viktor Várkonyi, CEO of Graphisoft; and John Bacus, Product 

Management Director of Trimble SketchUp. Tekla was represented by Executive Vice PresidentRisto 

Räty. 

 

The entries to the Global BIM Awards competition were the winners of regional Tekla BIM 

competitions held by Tekla area offices and resellers during 2013. Forty-four exemplary projects 

competed in Tekla Global BIM Awards and over 2,800 votes were cast for the projects presented on the 

competition website. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Events News 

CGS to Showcase Retail Solutions at NRF EXPO 2014 

9 January 2014 

 

CGS announced its participation in the 103rd annual NRF Annual Convention & EXPO at the Jacob K. 

Javits Convention Center in New York, NY from January 12th to 15th. Tagged "Retail's BIG Show,” 

NRF's flagship industry event offers unparalleled education, collegial networking, and an enormous 

EXPO Hall full of technologies and solutions. 

 

Located at booth #2245, CGS will present its exclusive BlueCherry software suite, value-added 

Microsoft Dynamics AX solutions, and CGS professional service offerings for fashion and softlines 

retailers. 

 

BlueCherry, a fully integrated enterprise solution, has the power to manage the entire concept-to-

consumer product lifecycle. Comprising Product Lifecycle Management (PLM), Omnichannel Planning, 

Omnichannel Warehouse Management and other industry-focused modules, BlueCherry enables 

retailers and their suppliers to streamline processes, gain visibility, reduce costs, increase productivity, 

and enhance competitiveness. 

 

CGS will also display solutions and services for Microsoft Dynamics AX Retail, Dynamics AX POS, a 

CGS-exclusive iOS Mobile POS app and other related technologies. The company’s service offering 

includes Microsoft Dynamics AX deployments and maintenance as well as CGS Contact Center, 

Technology Infrastructure and Corporate Training programs. 
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“We are honored and excited to be a part of such an important retail industry event like NRF,” said Paul 

Magel, President of the Applications Solutions Group at CGS. “As a recognized leader in fashion retail, 

our participation reaffirms the commitment we have to the retail marketplace and we are looking 

forward to sharing our far-reaching lineup of software and services with NRF’s attendees.” 

 

With 30 years of experience in the fashion and apparel industry, CGS provides end-to-end technology 

solutions to hundreds of today’s leading fashion retailers and wholesalers. Widespread technology 

expertise combined with deep-rooted knowledge of the retail industry makes CGS one of the most 

reliable and trusted partners for retailers around the globe. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ESI supports NUMISHEET 2014: The 9th International Conference on Numerical Simulation of 

Sheet Metal Forming 

3 January 2014 

 

ESI Group announces its support of this year's edition of NUMISHEET, a biennial conference and 

workshop dedicated to the numerical simulation of sheet metal forming processes. Silver sponsor 

of NUMISHEET 2014, which takes place January 6-10 in Melbourne, Australia, ESI will join the list of 

exhibitors, participate in a benchmark and deliver two presentations. 

 

The NUMISHEET conferences have been established as world-class forums for exchange of new ideas 

and technology in the area of sheet metal forming simulation. The 2014 conference features Technical 

and Keynote Programs as well as four benchmark activities that compare participants' predictions with 

experimental results. 

 

During the conference, Harald Porzner, Director of Virtual Manufacturing solutions at ESI Group, will 

deliver a keynote entitled "Materials Optimization - Manufacturing Assembly and CAE & Structure - 

Concurrent Engineering with Hot and Cold Formed Tailored Solutions". 

 

ESI's team will also present a paper as part of the Technical Session; "Advancements in Tailored Hot 

Stamping Simulations: Cooling Channel and Distortion Analyses". 

 

NUMISHEET will also be an opportunity for ESI to showcase the latest version of its Sheet Metal 

Forming Simulation Suite; PAM-STAMP. This release includes a new module to estimate material cost, 

significantly enhanced die face design based on B-Spline geometry, and drastic overall time savings, 

without compromise on simulation quality. Demonstrations of the new software version will be 

available on ESI's booth. 

 

"NUMISHEET is one of the most renowned conferences in the domain of sheet metal forming 

http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=65G-XVawoS1bReJyFHZhbRnr2M5vXDNbCsd6GeSgY-kQojotVntQYxmUXIa72lgN
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=rGTzoIZtF4hJ4Dtg1EOLtCk6fm7Sf_hh0s3Qcrj-t2EAvzOV55fxbaIWCpxutSYy-fEoVgZSnJAhfR2hi_sy6AcdL-c0ZoQb-4WBWwQvouLmwvhLCAATd6I3K5Ch1Qfy
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=2BD-GCImZ1FN4fSkSDOFhVDc1soS6BNjZeBgE4DFpdg3VVAAyRUTIoJt-fR3fCx3WT-K1fFp885dT-CA82-zesG01vAidf5jFb3NZcfZVjaoClnSv25owdI1F5JjkcoWr-GDPO9fgNINjtBJsekZ1gNEukCtpIwejuGkFpebSBRyRe0PKA0Vzb9yqeXfoFMr
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=mvfIlzjhMjdwcNp2t_T3klm_MiOTzbUaXdYMeBb0jbHYOOOx91OcEVv2JLne9JwOQL1zNjTLmZdZGlK2S1blSQO9NBQtvfe85Ky4hGu9HVUsDfvBwjMYF8mtFayroO5v
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simulation, mainly geared to automotive and aeronautic industries. From Material Modeling to Multi-

Scale Modeling, Friction and Contact, Formability, Necking and Fracture, Wrinkling, Durability, 

Crashworthiness, Hemming and Flanging, Hydroforming, Thermoforming, Process Design and 

Application to Optimization, the conference covers all the topics that need to be addressed in order to 

achieve state-of-the-art metal forming. It's an obvious venue for ESI to share best-practices with peers 

from all around the world and to showcase our most advanced virtual prototyping solutions, which 

benefit from over 40 years of experience in material physics ," says Harald Porzner, Director of Virtual 

Manufacturing solutions at ESI Group. 

 

ESI is also taking part in the four benchmarks organized during NUMISHEET; demonstrating the 

predictive capacity of its flagship sheet metal forming software PAM-STAMP. Martin Holecek, ESI 

Group, and customer Tata Steel have jointly entered the first Benchmark on "Non-linear Strain Path 

Forming Limit of a Reverse Draw". Also from ESI, Tomas Nosek has taken part in the second 

Benchmark on "Springback of Draw-Redraw Pan"; Jan Nový has entered the third Benchmark on 

"Incremental Sheet Forming"; while Zdenek Drahos participated in the fourth Benchmark on "Wrinkling 

during Redraw". Benchmark results will be revealed during the conference. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Financial News 

Autodesk to Webcast Its Special Meeting of Stockholders 

7 January 2014 

 

Autodesk, Inc. announced that it will broadcast its special meeting of stockholders live via its website on 

Tuesday, January 14
th

 at 3:00 p.m. Pacific Time. The live webcast will be available through Autodesk's 

Investor Relations website at www.autodesk.com/investors. Please go to the website at least 15 minutes 

early to register, download and install any necessary software. For more information, please call 

Autodesk Investor Relations at 415-507-6705. 
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Infor Investor Call Details Q2 FY14 

10 January 2014 

 

Infor today announced that materials related to the Infor investor conference call Friday, January 10, 

2014, at 11 a.m. Eastern Time, are provided on the Investors section of Infor's website. Dial-in details 

for the January 10th investor call are as follows: 

 US/Canada Dial-in #: (800) 850-6928 

 Int'l/Local Dial-in #: (706) 758-2754 

 Conference ID #: 29118342 

http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=2BD-GCImZ1FN4fSkSDOFhQN7xZujKpInQ5tQTVgfXOfbi0rWagonHMaQOux5-NhOLq2FgXWQn93WMFUlI8Vz3KV1Hg7JR6dxJXkx81sV-VJTUlFPcZBnqeKhmTwK0PCZsvQPTTj8rKwQ9jzp6sEP3KWsWuYTTW_FcWjZjDp1NTwugS5C309HYGRwPdDEkiMK
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=iYEQzRP3vRi5GfhO3g5o8nmWvgOQLcNZdxUniA-xZ_cUHUzgyb9-MNh6q_LsA37koJaT-fOC-YMS_Ct_hIVSIw%3D%3D
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=AzEKukgGmolz0UGkLqXTXCZIBS4YYKepqjhklxsPk5G-sBNTC9vpHpVjBDjHfugDBLaqs16pvDUUAFI7iz0w-Qo_xTTC2fHH7Bf9DkyfpX9AQu97uSW93YS98hPUjmdTY66N-1Ub5NU6AGZjroB8pKQT4ZHuauV8ok2XJcZaVKg%3D
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=AzEKukgGmolz0UGkLqXTXCZIBS4YYKepqjhklxsPk5G-sBNTC9vpHpVjBDjHfugDBLaqs16pvDUUAFI7iz0w-Qo_xTTC2fHH7Bf9DkyfpX9AQu97uSW93YS98hPUjmdTY66N-1Ub5NU6AGZjroB8pKQT4ZHuauV8ok2XJcZaVKg%3D
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Lz67COf27fQSKClToy1glQERMF6pVHr2fPUtbd55ikAfqj0BVJO_rpKou6zCipEIucgW4AIPNCGo3Hm-rHOliIso0p7HtuvfWJxUkR6IVyRrPZgYShj1D-FYVh_bcuOZ
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=HdjT_FmenGgMB4GjOV_h7fTnkBJMLJg_EkYd69aMZ8_0p9TFlGVq7Im6XUKE7FdPPEEl9lDyyY1m-KGvqobVARJrF1oT4l0H-RpiB8zkP0dtB2K2zOB3PWWqrF6lcCRN
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=aM1RPmob-Jz5GUvJ4mq4kGruKOkY3g32sAflf8PN3AZPv6yF1h0Jmb0t5gpaT1gXpQ8Fdg9zW8bq4nAS3KjMUijrYOIEqXz8yLnOPmFi7kpbYK_iKcWE8mAhlx4cjHMb
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=aM1RPmob-Jz5GUvJ4mq4kGruKOkY3g32sAflf8PN3AZPv6yF1h0Jmb0t5gpaT1gXpQ8Fdg9zW8bq4nAS3KjMUijrYOIEqXz8yLnOPmFi7kpbYK_iKcWE8mAhlx4cjHMb
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fpr-autodesk&esheet=50777936&newsitemid=20140107005715&lan=en-US&anchor=Autodesk&index=1&md5=9f930b9dab2c5b15bdd6874018a3f603
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Finvestors&esheet=50777936&newsitemid=20140107005715&lan=en-US&anchor=www.autodesk.com%2Finvestors&index=2&md5=9243668c895d497f8b961d05373a5ba9
http://www.infor.com/
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A digital recording of the conference will be available for replay two hours after the call's completion. 

To access the recording, guests will use the Dial-In Number and the Conference ID listed below: 

 Encore Dial-in #: (855) 859-2056 or (404) 537-3406 

 Encore Dates: 1/10/2014 14:00 EST - 2/10/2014 23:59 EST 

 Conference ID #: 29118342 
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Infosys Announces Results for the Quarter Ended December 31, 2013 

10 January 2014 

 

Financial Highlights 

Consolidated results under International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) for the quarter 

ended December 31, 2013: 

 Revenues were $2,100 million for the quarter ended December 31, 2013 

QoQ growth was 1.7% 

YoY growth was 9.9% 

 Net profit was $463 million for the quarter ended December 31, 2013 

QoQ growth was 20.9%* 

YoY growth was 6.7% 

 Earnings per American Depositary Share (EPADS) was $0.81 for the quarter ended December 

31, 2013 

QoQ growth was 20.9%* 

YoY growth was 6.6% 

 Liquid assets including cash and cash equivalents, available-for-sale financial assets, certificates 

of deposits and government bonds were $4.4 billion as on December 31, 2013 versus $4.3 

billion as on September 30, 2013 

 

* including the provision for visa related matters made in quarter ended September 30, 2013 

   

Other highlights: 

 Infosys and its subsidiaries added 54 clients during the quarter 

 Gross addition of 6,682 employees for the quarter by Infosys and its subsidiaries 

 158,404 employees as on December 31, 2013 for Infosys and its subsidiaries 

 

"The year ahead looks exciting for the IT services industry. We believe the global economic 

environment has improved and our clients are gaining confidence to invest in their strategic 

initiatives," said S. D. Shibulal, CEO and Managing Director. "We continue to differentiate ourselves to 
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seize growth opportunities. The recent changes in organizational structure will enable us to strengthen 

client relationships and increase market share." 

 

"During the quarter, we saw early but promising results of our initiatives to increase efficiency in our 

operations," said Rajiv Bansal, Chief Financial Officer.  "We continue to remain focused on making 

investments necessary to secure and grow our future." 

 

To view an unabridged version of this press release, visit: http://www.prnewswire.com/news-

releases/infosys-nyse-infy-announces-results-for-the-quarter-ended-december-31-2013-239593561.html 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Wipro Limited to Announce Results for Third Quarter 

8 January 2014 

 

Wipro Limited will announce results for the third quarter ended December 31, 2013 on Friday, January 

17, 2014 after stock market trading hours in India. The results will be available in the Investors section 

of the company's website at www.wipro.com. 

 

At 06:45 PM IST* (8:15 AM US Eastern time) following the results announcement, the senior 

management will discuss the company's performance for the quarter & answer questions sent by 6.00 

PM IST* (7:30 AM US Eastern time) to the email ID: aravind.viswanathan@wipro.com or 

sridhar.ramasubbu@wipro.com 

 

The audio from the conference call will be available online through a web-cast and can be accessed in 

the Investors section of the company's website at www.wipro.com. 
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Implementation Investments 

AVEVA Reduces Design Time by 80% for Burgasnefteproekt 

9 January 2014 

 

AVEVA today announced that Burgasnefteproekt, an engineering company in the field of 

petrochemicals, has achieved significant cost savings using AVEVA Laser Modeller™. 

Burgasnefteproekt recently acquired the AVEVA software and used it to capture the as-built asset and 

create a 3D model of an existing flaring system. This is part of a revamp project to rebuild the system 

and ensure up-to-date, accurate project documentation. Using 3D laser scanning technologies and 

processing the scan data using AVEVA Laser Modeller and AVEVA PDMS™, Burgasnefteproekt 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/infosys-nyse-infy-announces-results-for-the-quarter-ended-december-31-2013-239593561.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/infosys-nyse-infy-announces-results-for-the-quarter-ended-december-31-2013-239593561.html
http://www.wipro.com/
mailto:aravind.viswanathan@wipro.com
mailto:sridhar.ramasubbu@wipro.com
http://www.wipro.com/


CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 27 

achieved approximately 80% savings in design man-hours. 

 

The laser scan data captured from the facility was imported into AVEVA Laser Modeller, where the 

modelling process is driven by the high-resolution, photo-realistic BubbleView™. On completion the 

new model was transferred to AVEVA PDMS. The result is an accurate 3D as-built model that 

Burgasnefteproekt used for the revamp project, as well as providing a valuable digital asset for future 

design and maintenance activities. Any future plant modifications can be easily compared with the as-

built 3D model as the LFM Server technology can be used to reference the laser scan data directly inside 

AVEVA PDMS. 

 

'The use of laser scanning technology on this project had a significant impact on the overall labour costs 

by making the process faster and more efficient,' explained Rosen Spasov Kutiev, Head of Technical 

Department, Burgasnefteproekt. 'Using AVEVA technologies we were able to complete the 

documentation in only 136 man-hours. Using traditional ways of working, the same task would have 

taken us between 700 and 900 man-hours. As a result, we rapidly gained an accurate as-built 3D model 

which we can use for redesign.' 

 

'Managing increasingly complex digital assets is essential to our customers and it is very rewarding to 

see how our software is helping companies like Burgasnefteproekt to reduce project time and costs. 

These efficiency gains make a real difference to the bottom line of their business,' said Evgeny Fedotov, 

Senior Vice President Russia, India & Middle East, AVEVA. 'An additional advantage of selecting 

AVEVA laser technology is its hardware independence. Customers can use virtually any laser scanner 

hardware and the AVEVA laser software will support the import of the collected data. This gives our 

customers a valuable competitive advantage.' 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam’s FeatureCAM Combines Speed and Safety at Hogan’s Racing 

8 January 2014 

 

Achieving the right balance between speed and safety is essential for everyone associated with motor 

racing, and not just on the track.  Hogan’s Racing Manifolds is able to achieve an outstanding level of 

speed and reliability when machining its parts thanks to Delcam’s FeatureCAM feature-based CAM 

software.  

 

To see how FeatureCAM is used at Hogan’s Racing Manifolds, please go to www.delcam.tv/hogan. 

 

Hogan’s Racing Manifolds is a family firm with a thirty-eight year history of successful manifold 

manufacture.  It operates out of a state-of-the-art facility in Santa Maria, California, designing and 

manufacturing custom intake manifolds for a variety of applications in the automotive industry, 

including drag racing and street cars. 

 

http://www.delcam.tv/hogan
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Tyler Hogan, President of Hogan’s Racing Manifolds is passionate about his industry, claiming that 

"there is nothing like the rush of launching a dragster and going that quick.”  However, he is conscious 

of the need for precision and reliability in producing components to ensure safety in his racing 

manifolds. 

 

As everything is custom-built to order, speed and simplicity of design and machining is of optimum 

importance to Hogan’s Racing Manifolds.  In this fast-paced environment, the company is always 

working to a tight deadline, which is why FeatureCAM’s speed of programming is so important.  Mr. 

Hogan explained that, when he first used FeatureCAM, he could design, program and make a part within 

"a couple of days”.  "That’s not an exaggeration, that’s really how it was,” he remembered.  

 

Using FeatureCAM has also allowed his business to machine parts he was not able to tackle before 

thanks to the toolpath simulation capabilities.  "FeatureCAM is really fast at programming and then you 

can test the results just as quickly on the computer to see what works and what doesn’t work,” he 

explained.  "This means we don’t have to waste time, effort and materials testing on the machine.” 

 

Mr. Hogan praises Delcam for its support team, recommending them as "top notch”.  "When I have a 

problem, I can send the team programs that I have created.  They will tell me where I went wrong, 

correct the program and then send me back the corrected file.  They never show any impatience with me 

like other support people have done.” 

 

"The main reason I recommend FeatureCAM is because, when I go onto the track, I feel safe getting 

into the car.  I can focus completely on the task in hand.  I don’t have things going on in the back of my 

head "Is this right?”: "Is that right?”  I just think "Go!””. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 Italian brand MCS goes for Fashionable new Cloud PLM System 

6 January 2014 

 

MCS, formerly known as Marlboro Classics, has increased the potential distance between them and their 

competition through their recent implementation of the WFX Cloud based fashion product lifecycle 

management (PLM). 

 

MCS, formerly part of the Valentino Group in Valdagno, Italy, is one of the brands acquired in 2013 by 

Emerisque. During this period of significant change, MCS chose to implement efficiency enhancing 

process improvements. Bringing in industry specialists to project manage the process change, MCS is 

using a full array of the WFX system’s capabilities. In doing this MCS has incorporated all technical and 

design information into one Cloud-based location and at the same time has integrated supplier 

interactions, messaging, critical path and product approval management. All systems are live and ready 

for the next development season. 

 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 29 

In choosing WFX as their PLM supplier, MCS is now able to run its entire product development cycle in 

a collaborative manner. This was previously impossible through their existing legacy systems. The MCS 

company management have complete operational transparency due to the inherent Cloud functionality, 

with 24-hour access to product data and reporting. In addition to the up-to-the-minute information flow, 

WFX’s product lifecycle management system enables MCS to distribute product and transactional 

information to their other enterprise platforms. The PLM will also generate full process history. 

 

Nur Basaran, Brand Director of MCS, said, “The WFX Cloud based PLM platform was quite obviously 

the right choice for us. The dynamic approach to product development that the system allows has been a 

key factor in our choice, alongside the affordability and predictable total cost.” 

 

WFX’s system was a perfect match for MCS’s requirements. The smooth planning and implementation 

of the switchover has allowed MCS to hit the ground running. MCS opted to have the entire process 

change and training managed for them by WFX’s London based fashion specialist implementation 

partner 1970i. 

 

Nur Basaran explains, “We opted to have on-site training rather than on-line training, which has meant 

that we had experts on site after the implementation. That was really efficient and allowed our staff to 

practice with guidance after each section of the process was taught. This face-to-face approach was 

certainly a contributing factor in us hitting our deadlines and undoubtedly improved adoption.” 

 

Under the project management of 1970i’s Ben Muis, the entire project was completed in just eight 

weeks. Ben highlights the excellent functionality of WFX’s system:  “We obviously benefited from the 

way that WFX is designed to work for this industry and the pre-configured Cloud core, but we did push 

the functionality as far as we could to give MCS the best possible result. The implementation can be 

considered a model for other WFX Fashion PLM customers to emulate.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Persnickety Clothing Upgrades Operations with Visual End-2-End Business Solution 

6 January 2014 

 

Visual 2000 International Inc. announces that children's specialty clothing brand Persnickety 

Clothing has begun implementation of the Visual End-2-End™ fashion business software. The Utah-

based designer of girl's boutique clothing is leveraging Visual 2000 Rapid Deployment Process (RDP) 

to quickly gain the benefits of the Product Lifecycle Management (PLM), Enterprise Resource Planning 

(ERP) and other key fashion capabilities that are included in the all-in-one business solution. The new 

software promises to centralize all product information and processes into a single system that will 

empower management and teams to increase operational efficiencies and streamline design, product 

development, production, and distribution processes. 

 

"As a fast-growing business, Persnickety Clothing recognized the benefits of consolidating all of their 
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information and operations into a single, comprehensive system," noted Visual 2000 USA Sales 

Director Farhat Awan. "Because our End-2-End solution is based on a proven Microsoft® technology 

platform and designed for immediate, out-of-the-box use, they will quickly achieve the benefits of 

advancing from manual methods and general office software to a complete fashion business system that 

handles all their needs." 

 

In addition to comprehensive PLM and ERP capabilities, Persnickety Clothing will benefit from Visual 

End-2-End financial management, business planning, supply chain management, multi-channel sales 

and order fulfillment, and other concept-to-consumer fashion software components.     

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Product News 
 

3D Systems Launches Cubify® 2.0 

6 January 2014 

 

3D Systems announced today the immediate availability of Cubify
®
 2.0, the only comprehensive 

consumer destination that delivers the complete 3D printed lifestyle through highly-curated, brand-

driven experiences for fashionistas, décor enthusiasts, kids at play and entertainment fans.  The 

new Cubify.com also includes the first-ever, 3D printing-powered Mancave where the value is in 

powering your passions from DIY and automotive to sports and music. Cubify features community-

centric, social functionality for users to display their designs in the Shelf, a gallery-like profile, and 

browse the Design Feed for community-created, inspirational and sharable content. 

 

Cubify.com is powered by 3DS’ proprietary consumer platform that enables the secure hosting, 

publishing and production of large scale branded and licensed 3D printable content for retail, 

merchandising, and cloud sourcing or at home printing. 3DS also manufactures the award-winning 

Cube
®
 family of consumer 3D printers, the Sense™ 3D scanner and a suite of consumer design software 

tools that are all available for purchase via Cubify. 

 

Brand collections on Cubify are curated with a mix of customizable content using 3DS’ exclusive 

Stylizer app technology, making everything designed by you and made for you. Content comes with 

100% guaranteed printability at home or delivered to your doorstep from 3DS’ high-end cloud printing 

materials like Ceramix, Everlast and Colorstone.  Brands already featured on Cubify include future-

focused NOOKA fashion accessories; 360Heros, a leading GoPro gear line;Digital Dollhouse, an online 

educational play-space for kids and their parents; Blokify, a digital Lego-like tool for kids to build and 

create in 3D; and fan favorites NBA and Star Trek who invite their audiences to join the story with 

personalized merchandise.  

 

The entire Cubify 2.0 experience will be on display for the first time at the 2014 International CES in 

http://www.3dsystems.com/
http://www.cubify.com/
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Las Vegas, NV, January 7-10, 2014, in the 3DS booth 31424 LVCC South Hall 3. 

 

“Cubify 2.0 is the most powerful consumer destination available today for the benefit of major brands, 

retailers and users,” said Cathy Lewis, Chief Marketing Officer, 3DS. “With Cubify getting there is 

easy.  It is the only online 3D printing lifestyle hub, the ultimate destination for co-creation with your 

favorite brands and the source for your curated, customizable shopping experience.” 

 

3DS invites press to attend a special event hosted by global entertainer and entrepreneur, will.i.am and 

3DS CEO, Avi Reichental, at the Las Vegas Convention Center in the South Hall 3, booth 31424 on 

Wednesday January 8, 2014 at 4:00 PM PST. Only credentialed press can attend with an RSVP 

to press@3dsystems.com 

 

Those who are not attending CES 2014 can join 3DS’ President and CEO, Avi Reichental, for a 

broadcast of 3DS’ extensive showing at CES 2014 by visiting 3dsystems.com/ces and clicking on the 

link to view the broadcast starting at 4:00 p.m. EST on Tuesday, January 7, 2014. For more details on 

3DS’ 3DPRINTING 2.0 consumer showcase at CES 2014, please visit3dsystems.com/ces.  
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Adlib Helps Organizations Increase Business Process Efficiency with Latest Rendering Software 

7 January 2014 

 

Adlib announced the release of Adlib PDF 5.1 today, the latest version of its Advanced Rendering 

technology, with available enhancements that include streamlined, robust integration into the most 

commonly-used Enterprise Content Management systems—EMC Documentum and IBM FileNet—

along with expanded CAD rendering functionality and extended optical character recognition (OCR) to 

elevate support to 123 languages. 

 

This release further helps enterprise organizations to increase business process efficiency, and connect 

Advanced Rendering capabilities directly into the document processes currently supported by their ECM 

systems. “We now offer a more robust and streamlined connection to our industry-leading Advanced 

Rendering software through EMC Documentum and IBM FileNet, making it increasingly easier for our 

customers to make the most of their ECM investment,” said Peter Duff, President and CEO of Adlib. 

“These new integration capabilities enable users to leverage metadata directly from their ECM for rules-

driven, automated rendering that meets their unique requirements.” 

 

Adlib 5.1 offers new ECM integrations, optional add-on modules and a number of enhancements that 

help customers to increase process efficiency, reduce costs and improve workflows: 

 Powerful EMC Documentum connector, which supports a number of Content Servers, user 

interfaces and all standard web-based applications such as Webtop and Documentum 

mailto:press@3dsystems.com
http://www.3dsystems.com/ces
http://www.3dsystems.com/ces
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adlibsoftware.com%2Fpdf-converter%2Fadlib-pdf-51.aspx&esheet=50777910&newsitemid=20140107005421&lan=en-US&anchor=Adlib+PDF+5.1&index=1&md5=00947ead93f51ca47305992c96f250e8
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adlibsoftware.com%2Fproducts-and-solutions%2Fintegrations%2Femc-documentum.aspx&esheet=50777910&newsitemid=20140107005421&lan=en-US&anchor=EMC+Documentum+connector&index=2&md5=5e8ee3acb9c37534268566eecc98fe11
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Administrator 

 Robust IBM FileNet connector, which adds transformation menu items for the Content 

Navigator user interface, as well as support to transform compound documents. This release 

supports IBM FileNet, Workplace, Workplace XT and Content Navigator 

 New 2D CAD engine, which supports a number of new file types such as CATIA and Pro/E 

Wildfire. It includes improved PDF rendering quality, and updated support for the latest CAD 

file format versions for AutoCAD 2013, Inventor 2014, Microstation 8.9, SolidWorks 2013 and 

NX Unigraphics v8 

 Added OCR support for simplified and traditional Chinese, Japanese and Korean character sets, 

bringing the total to 123 languages currently supported 
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Applied Math Modeling Releases CoolSim 4.2 Next-Generation Data Center Design Software 

9 January 2014 

 

Applied Math Modeling Inc., announced CoolSim 4.2 – the next revision of the company’s popular 

modeling software. As one of the industry’s only cloud-based implementation, CoolSim 4.2 continues to 

add important ease-of-use and modeling features. 

 

“CoolSim 4.2 is laying the foundation for data center design optimization by allowing multiple design 

scenarios to be set up and submitted for analysis concurrently. This key feature allows CoolSim users to 

consider multiple designs from one base model,” said Paul Bemis, CEO of Applied Math Modeling. 

“Using CoolSim 4.2, users can now combine the power of parametric variation with the cost 

effectiveness of cloud computing to drive down simulation time and cost while increasing user 

productivity.” 

 

CoolSim 4.2 allows users to quickly set up a model with varying cooling parameters over multiple 

scenarios, all from one model. Supply air temperature, mass flow rate, and cooling unit on/off state can 

all be altered from one simple table. This key feature allows CoolSim users to submit multiple design 

variations concurrently, greatly reducing the time taken to perform individual simulations as is done 

with other competing solutions. 

 

“Unlike other data center design tools that require users to wait for the results of one simulation prior to 

submitting another, CoolSim allows multiple simulations to be submitted concurrently, thereby speeding 

up design optimization by orders of magnitude,” said Bemis. “With CoolSim 4.2, users are free to 

consider many more design alternatives prior to selecting the optimal design for a given data center 

environment.” 

 

Key Features of CoolSim 4.2 Include: 

 Cooling Parameter Variation: This feature allows users to turn set up multiple design studies 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adlibsoftware.com%2Fproducts-and-solutions%2Fintegrations%2Fibm-filenet-and-content-manager.aspx&esheet=50777910&newsitemid=20140107005421&lan=en-US&anchor=IBM+FileNet+connector&index=3&md5=cf94c5cb54f5b59c6cd7540af0d2a6a9
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adlibsoftware.com%2Fproducts-and-solutions%2Fsolutions%2Fcad-to-pdf.aspx&esheet=50777910&newsitemid=20140107005421&lan=en-US&anchor=2D+CAD+engine&index=4&md5=f1108ad0bc1790bccfad0a2c54d5a5d7
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adlibsoftware.com%2Fproducts-and-solutions%2Fsolutions%2Fimage-to-pdf-ocr.aspx&esheet=50777910&newsitemid=20140107005421&lan=en-US&anchor=OCR+support&index=5&md5=cbda3c77551d892289c0759e079164ee
http://www.coolsimsoftware.com/CoolSimHomepage.aspx
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from one model, with control over cooling air flowrate, supply air temperature as well as on/off 

state. 

 Improvements in Meshing Robustness and Solver Convergence: CoolSim users will notice 

that these improvements, in addition to the new HPC cluster, will significantly reduce the time 

required to perform simulations. 

 User productivity improvements including a new “snap” feature allowing for the rapid alignment 

of geometry, making the creation of duct work and under-floor obstructions easy to create and 

model. 

 Improvements in the CoolSim automated post processing allowing for user directed control of 

output reports. Reports can be customized to provide users with variations of temperature and 

pressure contours, airflow streamlines, and animations. 

 

CoolSim 4.2 is based upon an all new model building environment, which improves user productivity by 

allowing models to be built in multiple concurrent views. Thus the data center model can be constructed 

using both 2D and 3D views at the same time. The option to use multiple display monitors is also 

supported, offering additional on-screen real estate for building more accurate representations of the data 

center. 

 

Once built, the model is automatically submitted to a hosted high-performance computing (HPC) cluster 

for processing using ANSYS/FLUENT (CFD) technology. After the simulation is complete, HTML 

output reports and 3D visual images are produced and sent to the user. This mechanism allows users to 

perform multiple “what-if” studies of their data centers to determine the optimal placement of existing 

equipment, evaluate new or alternative designs, or visualize the effect of adding new equipment to an 

existing room. 

 

Industry’s Only SaaS Model 

Applied Math Modeling continues to drive down total cost-of-ownership (TCO) for customers by 

delivering CoolSim using a hosted Software as a Service (SaaS) model that includes the software and 

the computational capacity to perform the complex CFD calculations. 

 

“No longer do users have to pay the high annual license fees, or invest in expensive local computer 

servers to use a CFD based data center modeling tool,” Bemis said. “With CoolSim, users can leverage 

the same technology used in the aerospace and automotive markets at a fraction of the cost of ‘local 

processing only’ solutions.” By using the CoolSim 4 subscription model, occasional users can select a 

usage plan that meets their specific needs. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Aras and Elysium Announce Availability of MultiCAD Gateway for Aras Innovator 

8 January 2014 
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Aras® today announced the availability of an advanced multi-CAD data translation and interchange 

solution called MultiCAD Gateway for Aras Innovator®. Delivered by Aras partner Elysium, a leading 

provider of 3D translation and optimization technology, the MultiCAD Gateway solution automates the 

conversion of CAD data to other native CAD formats, including NX, Creo, SolidWorks and others, 

providing companies that run Aras with embedded functionality for CAD model interchange, 

translation, validation, geometry comparison, data optimization and more. 

 

MultiCAD Gateway for Aras Innovator is for product development environments that use different 3D 

CAD systems and need to collaborate on the same part or assembly without remodeling. These 

capabilities are especially important for globally distributed enterprises and supply chain partners 

designing complex products using multiple high-end 3D CAD systems, as well as outsourced 

engineering organizations that have design authority. 

 

MultiCAD Gateway for Aras Innovator includes: 

• Automated, High Quality CAD File Conversion 

• Incremental Translation of Updated or Modified Information within a Model 

• Comparison & Validation of Geometry & Assembly Structure 

• Bi-Directional Property Mapping for 3D Data 

• Auto-Generated 3D Preview 

• Compatibility with Aras CAD Connectors for saving and loading models 

 

“Aras already delivers the best-in-class multi-CAD management performance,” said John Sperling, Vice 

President of Product Management at Aras. “Now with MultiCAD Gateway we’re making global product 

development more straightforward by enabling interoperability across multiple CAD platforms, 

demonstrating once again that Aras is the best PLM solution for complex multi-CAD environments,” 

concluded Sperling. 

 

See a demo of the MultiCAD Gateway for Aras Innovator at http://aras.com/plm/002221  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Delcam adds Vortex High-Efficiency Roughing across CAM Range 

6 January 2014 

 

Following the introduction of the Vortex high-efficiency area-clearance strategy in PowerMILL 2014 

last September, Delcam’s new roughing strategy has now been added to the FeatureCAM, PartMaker 

and Delcam for SolidWorks CAM systems. 

 

A video showing the benefits of using Vortex in FeatureCAM to program a HAAS machine can be seen 

atwww.delcam.tv/vortexhaas  

http://aras.com/plm/002221
http://www.delcam.tv/delcam-video.asp?VideoId=285
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Vortex gives the fastest safe metal removal from solid carbide tooling, in particular designs that give 

deeper cuts by using the full flute length as the cutting surface.  It can be used for two- and three-axis 

roughing, three-plus-two-axis area clearance and for rest machining.  It gives benefits when machining 

all types of materials, including titanium, tool steel and alloys such as Inconel. 

 

Vortex produces toolpaths with a controlled engagement angle and so maintains the optimum cutting 

conditions for the toolpath that would normally be possible only for the straight-line moves.  As a result, 

higher feed rates are possible so the cutting time will be shorter, while cutting will be undertaken at a 

more consistent volume-removal rate and at a constant feedrate, so protecting the machine.  

 

The constant feedrate achieved with Vortex is a fundamental difference from other high-speed roughing 

techniques.  Trials at Delcam have shown that this approach is more reliable as it can often be difficult 

to predict exactly how machine tools will react to changing feedrates. 

 

Vortex also uses a minimum radius parameter, calculated to make sure that the machine tool can keep up 

the cutting feedrate in corners and, more generally, for any non-straight part of the toolpath.  This makes 

the cutting process more predictable since the machine should run at the programmed feedrate 

throughout and not slow down in the way that it could on other kinds of area-clearance toolpath. 

 

The control of the engagement angle that is possible with the Vortex strategy also makes the 

performance of the tool more predictable because it is operating closer to the optimum cutting 

conditions associated with a straight-line cut.  This means that it is easier to adjust the feeds and speeds 

being used to machine a particular part such that a tool can be relied on to cut, for example, ten 

components before it needs to be changed.  A tool change can then be added into the program where 

appropriate so that lights-out machining can be undertaken safely and consistently on a long series of 

parts, either overnight or across a weekend. 

 

The extent to which time can be saved with Vortex will vary depending on a number of factors, 

including the material and shape being cut, and the machine tool and cutting tools being used.  A series 

of trials run by Delcam on different machine tools within its Advanced Manufacturing Facility has 

shown that a time saving of at least 40% is quite achievable, with the biggest percentage savings being 

found when cutting a sample part in tool steel.  The cycle time for the part was reduced from 121 

minutes to 34 minutes, a reduction of 71%. 

 

Other examples included a reduction of 67% when cutting a number of pockets in a stainless steel part, a 

63% time saving on a titanium part and a 58% saving when cutting an aluminium component. 

 

The exact effect on tool life from using the Vortex strategy also varies from project to project.  In one 

example, where 2,000 stainless steel components were being produced monthly, the number of tools 

being used was reduced from 300 to 100 each month.  The replacement tools were more expensive but 

the overall costs were still reduced by around 50%.  
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In another case, the user was able to produce a similar number of parts with a smaller cheaper tool 

costing around half as much, about £80 instead of £180.  With almost 900 parts being produced each 

month and both tools able to cut 9 parts before needing replacement; the saving was almost £10,000 per 

month. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

 

EdgeAX Announces the Launch of Collaborative Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) v2 for 

Microsoft Dynamics AX Customers 

8 January 2014 

 

EdgeAX, a unit of Visionet Systems, Inc. is proud to announce the launch of EdgeAX Product Lifecycle 

Management (PLM) version 2.0, which is embedded in Microsoft Dynamics AX 2012, and offers a 

collaborative PLM solution to Apparel and CPG industries. 

 

With an increased complexity in the PLM processes, and in contrast to the rapidly growing demands of 

the consumers, the need to collaborate at each phase of the product lifecycle has increased by manifold. 

EdgeAX Collaborative PLM version 2.0 is hence designed to not only accelerate the product innovation 

but also to maximize product profitability through effective collaboration. What distinguishes EdgeAX 

PLM is its ability to capture the experience and knowledge, which is unique to each phase of the product 

lifecycle, and then use it to influence the subsequent informative decisions throughout the process. 

 

Some tangible benefits of EdgeAX PLM include enabling internal collaboration for product concepts 

and designs to create new market-driven products, along with collaboration with vendors to ensure 

speedy delivery of products, which reduces product costs and improves margins. The web-based 

intuitive interface enables business users with ‘on the go’ access to important information anywhere, 

anytime. With seamless and collaborative approach, EdgeAX PLM provides many ways to reduce the 

lead-time for new products, and its timeliness helps in increasing the sales volume of current products. 

 

“EdgeAX PLM version 2.0 is designed by a team that has a proven history of serving the apparel and 

CPG businesses for nearly two decades”, said Jawad Khan, VP Product Development, and further 

added, "It is yet another important milestone that our EdgeAX team has accomplished that will benefit 

businesses of all sizes supporting their extended enterprise to enable collaborative Product Lifecycle 

Management.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 
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IBM Watson Group Unveils Cloud-Delivered Watson Services to Transform Industrial R&D, 

Visualize Big Data Insights and Fuel Analytics Exploration 

9 January 2014 

 

IBM unveiled three new Watson services delivered over the cloud. The first, Watson Discovery 

Advisor, is designed to accelerate and strengthen research and development projects in industries such 

as pharmaceutical, publishing and biotechnology. The second, Watson Analytics, delivers visualized Big 

Data insights, based on questions posed in natural language by any business user. The third offering, 

IBM Watson Explorer, helps users across an enterprise uncover and share data-driven insights more 

easily, while empowering organizations launch Big Data initiatives faster. 

 

The services are being developed and will be offered by the new IBM Watson Group, announced at an 

event in New York City. The Watson Group will accelerate a new class of cognitive computing services, 

software and apps into the marketplace that analyze, improve by learning, and discover answers and 

insights to complex questions from massive amounts of disparate data. 

 

”Watson is the solution to today’s influx of information, delivered from the cloud and ready to be the 

ultimate advisor for faster, more accurate decisions,” said Michael Rhodin, Senior Vice President, IBM 

Watson Group. “By bringing a new generation of Watson-powered services to the marketplace, IBM is 

transforming industries and professions. These new cognitive computing innovations are designed to 

augment users’ knowledge, be it the researcher exploring genetic data to create new therapies or a 

business executive who needs evidence-based insights to make a crucial decision.”  

 

Watson to Transform R&D with Big Data Discovery    

In the race to bring potentially life saving new treatments to market, medical and pharmaceutical 

businesses are hindered by high costs and slow timelines. The top 1,000 research and development 

companies are spending $603 billion on research, according to Booz & Company. Meanwhile, it takes 

8.5 years on average for a pharmaceutical treatment to go from initial research stage into practice, 

according to the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America.  

 

IBM is unveiling IBM Watson Discovery Advisor. The new service will help industries such as 

pharmaceutical and publishing do more with their R&D investments while empowering research teams 

to accomplish more in far less time. The Discovery Advisor is designed to reduce the time researchers 

need to formulate conclusions that can advance their work, from months to days and days to just hours.  

 

The Discovery Advisor will call upon Watson’s cognitive intelligence to save researchers the time 

needed to pore though millions of articles, journals and studies. After quickly reading through, 

determining context and synthesizing vast amounts of data, it will help users pinpoint connections 

within the data that can strengthen and accelerate their work.   

 

The service will quickly uncover new perspectives from relevant data sources that could easily be 

overlooked, given the enormous volume of information available. By enabling users to explore data 

http://www.ibm.com/smarterplanet/us/en/ibmwatson/
http://www.ibm.com/big-data/us/en/
http://www.ibm.com/big-data/us/en/
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from related domains in a more comprehensive capacity, the Watson Discovery Advisor aims to open up 

unexpected insights and new ways of thinking to industry researchers.   

 

To develop the Watson Discovery Advisor, IBM worked with leaders in industries such as publishing, 

pharmaceutical, biotechnology and higher education, to understand how Watson could be applied to 

help transform how research is conducted. Elsevier, a leading provider of scientific, technical and 

medical information products and services, is working with IBM to explore how cognitive technologies 

can enhance the research experience for its clinician users. 

 

“As a provider of data-driven content that helps professionals augment their knowledge, we are 

constantly seeking ways to empower our clinician users with fast, relevant access to the evidence they 

need, be it to strengthen their research or make timely, evidence based decisions,” said Jay Katzen, 

President, Elsevier Clinical Solutions. "We believe Watson is a powerful technology that, for example, 

can help clinicians research more highly targeted information to improve the outcomes for their patients. 

That’s why Elsevier is helping the IBM Watson Group shape a cloud-delivered solution designed to 

accelerate and strengthen research-driven discoveries.”    

 

The IBM Watson Group will initially market Watson Discovery Advisor to clients in the medical, 

pharmaceutical and publishing industries. The solution could be useful to any professional experts, 

including analysts who possess deep subject matter expertise and seek to augment their knowledge.  

 

Watson to Fuel Business Success with Big Data Visualization   

The IBM Watson Group also announced today IBM Watson Analytics, a service that allows users to 

explore Big Data insights through visual representations without the need for advanced analytics 

training.  

 

IBM Watson Analytics removes common impediments in the data discovery process, enabling business 

users to quickly and independently uncover new insights in their data. Guided by sophisticated analytics 

and a natural language interface, Watson Analytics automatically prepares the data, surfaces the most 

important relationships and presents the results in an easy to interpret interactive visual format.  

 

With Watson Analytics, business users are no longer limited to predefined views or static data models, 

and are empowered to apply their knowledge of the business to answer new questions as they emerge. 

  

Line of business professionals will be able to quickly understand and make decisions based on Watson 

Analytics’ data-driven visualizations. For example, a marketing or supply chain executive could ask a 

question, and immediately discover through cloud-delivered data visualizations what may be causing 

sales to fall in a particular country, in a particular quarter.  In addition, Watson Analytics is able to help 

guide the executive to new insights on related topics that might be impacting sales, such as employee 

attrition, economic factors or competitive threats.  

 

http://www.ibm.com/analytics/us/en/
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The executive could then quickly share findings with other employees, asking for input. Through social 

collaboration, each business user could view and interact with data-driven insights, and even add 

additional data to spark new discoveries.  

 

A Unified View of Big Data for Analytics Exploration  

The Watson Group also announced IBM Watson Explorer, a service to help users across an enterprise 

uncover and share data-driven insights more easily, while helping organizations launch big data 

initiatives faster.  

 

Watson Explorer provides a unified view of all of a user's information. The service provides data 

discovery, navigation and search capabilities that are secure, unified and span a broad range of 

applications, data sources and data formats – both inside and outside an enterprise.  

 

Watson Explorer also provides users with a framework for developing information-rich applications that 

deliver a comprehensive, contextually-relevant view of any topic for business users, data scientists and a 

variety of targeted business functions.  

 

A Foundation for Big Data and Analytics ROI  

The new Watson services announced today are fueled by IBM Watson Foundations, a comprehensive, 

integrated set of Big Data and analytics capabilities that enable clients to find and capitalize on 

actionable insights.  

 

Watson Foundations provides IBM clients with tools and capabilities to tap into all relevant data – 

regardless of source or type – and run analytics to gain fresh insights in real-time, securely across any 

aspect of an enterprise, including revenue generation, marketing, finance, risk and operations.  

 

With a mission to enable smarter decision making, Watson Foundations includes business analytics with 

predictive and decision management capabilities, information management with in-memory and stream 

computing, enterprise content management, as well as information integration and governance. 

Packaged into modular offerings, organizations of any size can address immediate needs for decision 

support, gain sustainable value from initial investments, and grow from there.    

 

A Turning Point for Computing and Big Data Discovery  

Nearly three years after its triumph on the television quiz show Jeopardy!, IBM has advanced Watson 

from a game playing innovation into a commercial technology. Now delivered from the cloud and able 

to power new consumer and enterprise apps, Watson is 24 times faster, smarter with a 2,400 percent 

improvement in performance, and 90 percent smaller – IBM has shrunk Watson from the size of a 

master bedroom to three stacked pizza boxes.  

 

Named after IBM founder Thomas J. Watson, IBM Watson was developed in IBM’s Research labs. 

Using natural language processing and analytics, Watson processes information akin to how people 
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think, representing a major shift in an organization’s ability to quickly analyze, understand and respond 

to Big Data. Watson’s ability to answer complex questions posed in natural language with speed, 

accuracy and confidence is transforming decision making across a variety of industries.  

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Intergraph® Launches Intergraph Geospatial 2014 

6 January 2014 

 

Intergraph
®
 has launched Intergraph Geospatial 2014, a comprehensive portfolio of technologies. 

Building upon the foundation introduced in 2013, this release provides enhanced analytical tools, mobile 

support and tremendous cost savings associated with managing big data. 

 

With an ongoing focus on a fully united, modern and dynamic product portfolio, this powerful release 

synchronizes the technologies across all Intergraph product lines – broadening the reach and availability 

for fully integrated solutions for all users of geospatial information.  

 

"As today's organizations require the most dynamic geospatial solutions for driving enhanced decision-

making, we are excited to share this release, introducing new mobility, analytics and big data 

management tools," said Mladen Stojic, president, Hexagon Geospatial.  "We are also continuing to 

develop creative and intuitive interfaces, smarter workflows and automated technologies that support the 

entire geospatial information lifecycle, transforming multi-source content into dynamic and actionable 

information." 

 

The portfolio includes GeoMedia®, ERDAS IMAGINE®, ImageStation®, ERDAS APOLLO, 

GeoMedia Smart Client, GeoMedia WebMap, Geospatial Portal, Geospatial SDI, Intergraph Mobile 

MapWorks and Intergraph Mobile Alert. The following are the key enhancements built within 

Intergraph Geospatial 2014: 

 Create Customized Analytics:  Users can leverage highly intuitive spatial modeling for creating 

powerful data analysis once, and repeat it indefinitely.  In addition, the new spatial modeler 

allows users to work with point clouds and other specialized operators, as well as model and 

define real world objects that depict complex relationships and behavior.  In addition, users can 

now easily exchange Esri
®
 file geosdatabase data across users' geospatial enterprises. 

 Powerful Real-Time Reporting in Mobile Environment:  Users can see, edit, validate and 

update their GIS from their mobile device in the field, in real-time with Intergraph Mobile 

MapWorks.  In addition, Intergraph Mobile Alert provides crowd-sourced incident information 

to organizations such as governments and utilities. The new ERDAS ECW/JP2 SDK on Android, 

iOS and WinCE devices allows third-party developers to use Intergraph's data compression 

technology to solve mobile problems, which include removing storage constraints and delivering 

high performance image data. 

 Big Data Management in the Cloud: ERDAS APOLLO has been expanded as the core 

enterprise data catalog with the management of basic vector data to the Advantage and 

Professional tiers of this offering. In addition, GeoMedia Smart Client users can now easily 

convert datasets from the server side vector cache to raster output as .png or .jpg tiles. ERDAS 

IMAGINE also quickly solves many big data problems through its 64 bit hardware support. 
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"Many organizations must quickly understand and make sense of massive volumes of geospatial data. In 

addition, there is a growing need to integrate mobile and analytics into the cloud. Thoroughly 

understanding these requirements, we continually evolve our products to best meet these needs – further 

unleashing the power of geospatial data management for organizational effectiveness," added Stojic. 

To learn more about Intergraph Geospatial 2014, please visit geospatial.intergraph.com. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

Lagoa and SpaceClaim Integration Makes It Easy for SpaceClaim Users to Share Visualizations of 

3D Models Over the Web 

6 January 2014 

 

SpaceClaim announced today an integration with Lagoa, the 3D cloud platform company, that allows 

designers and engineers to access Lagoa directly within the SpaceClaim environment, making it easier 

and faster to produce high-quality images. 

 

“Lagoa provides photorealistic rendering and visualization-sharing power that adds immediate appeal to 

web-hosted SpaceClaim 3D models, without requiring extra training,” said Frank DeSimone, 

SpaceClaim VP of Software Development. “The easy-to-use tools and presets will allow our users to 

design sharable, interactive views of their models for anything from client design reviews to online point 

of purchase.” 

 

"My customers demand a high-quality, interactive, photoreal experience when purchasing jewelry 

online," said Ray Babikian, CEO of 3D SpacePro. "Previously, I spent months creating images to fake a 

360 degree rotation of the product, which was tedious and an incomplete experience for the buyer. When 

I first saw Lagoa, I was shocked. Lagoa is the perfect solution for the creation and publishing of 3D 

interactive, photoreal product configurators that run in a browser. This, together with their integration in 

SpaceClaim, means I have the same pipeline from creation, communication to publishing." 

 

“The critical point of this integration is that it shifts rendering processing from the desktop to the Lagoa 

cloud,” said Thiago Costa, CEO and co-founder of Lagoa. “SpaceClaim users retain their processing 

resources for other tasks, without worrying that using Lagoa is adding to the load.” 

 

Lagoa is an application and development platform designed specifically for 3D, graphics streaming, 

performance, browsers and modern devices. The cloud-based platform makes it possible to bring 3D 

photoreal, interactive content and applications to market faster with guaranteed performance and 

scalability. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

 

New GstarCAD 8 Updated Version Released for 2014 

9 January 2014 

 

http://geospatial.intergraph.com/
http://www.spaceclaim.com/
http://home.lagoa.com/
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An updated version of GstarCAD8 brings out an end-year package with relevant new additions, 

commands reinstated and 100% functional, complemented with improvements and bugs fixed making 

this version more stable by delivering great performance in comparison with previous patches. 

 

One of the greatest new additions is Digitizer Integration: This version has built-in a digitizer tablet 

command-driver. Users can execute TABLET command to calibrates, configures, and turns on and off 

an attached digitizing tablet. Digitizers are often used along with takeoff software because they can 

quickly measure, transfer and store quantities seen on a blue print. Additional benefits are found in 

features such as a dimension list, which can be saved and used a future estimate. 

 

Another innovative addition is Xtra Grips for Objects Edition: Polyline as well hatch objects in this 

version now have extra grips to make editing them easier than before. Now users can stretch a polyline 

or hatch object by holding and dragging any extra grip to control its shape. 

  

Besides these two brand new addition features, there are many many great functional commands, such 

as Copylink Command: Users can copy the current drawing view to the Clipboard and then paste the 

contents of the Clipboard into another document as a linked OLE object. 

  

Also, SPELL command is available now. Users can check the spelling of all text as it is entered in your 

drawing and specify the specific language dictionary that is used and customize and manage multiple 

custom spelling dictionaries. 

  

All these great additions and commands are according to the received feedbacks, the new version added 

many humanization designs in terms of users experience and practicality. “I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of the users who have been supporting Gstarsoft, what they have done made 

GstarCAD8 to be the fastest CAD program around the world, and it is going to be more stable and 

powerful! Wish you happy new year at the beginning of 2014.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

The Human Solutions Group now has a new Vidya website 

8 January 2014 

 

Virtual product development is becoming increasingly important in the apparel industry. The Human 

Solutions Group now presents the outstanding features of its simulation software Vidya in detail on its 

own website at www.vidya-software.com. 

 

The high-resolution images are convincing: shirts, pants, dresses and coats – almost any garment can 

now be very accurately simulated with a high degree of realism. The decisive factor about Vidya is the 

interaction of human, material and pattern, because the program doesn’t access just any generic avatars 

– upon request, it’s delivered with a scanatar studio that corresponds to the standard sizes of 

http://www.vidya-software.com/
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SizeGERMANY. And there’s more too – the body shapes are designed to exactly match those of the 

human body, the materials are imaged according to their stiffness and drape behavior – and any pattern 

and style changes are immediately visible. Vidya simulates all the folds, seam types, darts, buttonholes 

and zippers as if they were real. If the pattern is changed, the simulation is re-created. This means that 

even the size & fit philosophy of the pattern can be reviewed. A 3D preview in 2D also helps in 

collaboration. 

 

In product development, the possibility to simulate a garment before you hold the stitched product in 

your hands really creates clear advantages: size & fit, color, fabric and applications can be checked very 

early, in all variants and sizes. The number of prototypes – and consequently samples – can be reduced, 

lowering costs and reducing the timeframe required. Vidya also offers real benefits in coordination when 

it comes to discussing garment alterations with your suppliers. 

 

When you access the new website, it feels ‘open’ and looks very modern. A new structure and easy 

navigation create transparency, providing good orientation and focused access to Vidya information, 

solutions and services. The website also features a new, responsive design, which dynamically adapts to 

the viewing screen size, making it ideal for mobile devices. 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

TXT to launch TXTPlanning 6.0 & TXTPLM 4.0  

9 January 2014 

 

TXT MAPLE LAKE is launching the new release of TXTPlanning 6.0, its integrated retail planning 

platform, and TXTPLM 4.0, its product lifecycle management (PLM) solution, at NRF, the big retail 

show in New York from 12-15 January 2014. 

 

The new, upgraded version of TXTPlanning - which allows global retailers and brands to manage 

everything from the early merchandise planning stages, right through to allocation and replenishment - 

provides further enhanced session-based editing and simulation capabilities. The addition of hybrid in-

memory technology results in much faster query and analysis response times. 

 

TXTPlanning integrates seamlessly with the TXTPLM solution, with the latest version of TXTPLM 4.0 

also on show at NRF. Enhancements to TXTPLM include greater mobile interactivity: 

 

“A key differentiator about TXTPLM is that on mobile devices it can also be used for proper editing,” 

explains Riccardo Proni, VP Product Strategy & Development at TXT. “It is not just about accessing 

information, but entering data and images, adding comments and acting upon information easily and 

effectively. Release 4.0 brings major innovations in this area.” 

 

TXT MAPLE LAKE will be on booth number 3075 at the show, as well as on Microsoft Corp.’s booth 



CIMdata PLM Industry Summary 

 Page 44 

as an industry partner. 

 

“We are excited to announce these new releases and to be showing them in action at NRF,” says Simone 

Pozzi VP Sales & Marketing at TXT. “Besides important enhancements - both in the Planning and PLM 

arena - significant value comes from the seamless integration of the two solutions. 

 

"With TXT, advanced planning methodologies and functionality are driving and supporting the product 

development process. This extended PLM approach drives increased alignment between market needs 

and the retailer offering. It allows retailers to add flexibility in their supply chain and be more 

responsive.” 

 

“This year at NRF we are showcasing how mobile devices can be utilized to streamline retail 

operations,” said Tracy Issel, General Manager Worldwide Retail, Consumer Goods and Hospitality at 

Microsoft. “We are excited to have TXT at our booth demonstrating their innovations in this space 

because their solutions exhibit how retail customers can utilize the TXTPlanning 6.0  and TXTPLM 4.0 

platforms on our mobile devices so key business insights are always close at hand.” 

 

Click here to return to Contents 

ZW3D 2014 Beta Released With Upgraded 3D CAD Modeling 

7 January 2014 

 

ZW3D today announced the availability of ZW3D 2014 Beta. Among the numerous new features and 

improvements, enhanced 3D CAD modeling with an improved History Manager and convenient Part 

Configuration is one of the most anticipated by all the ZW3D users. 

 

Improving Modeling Efficiency with Simplified History Manager 
The ZW3D 2014 Beta carries a much more powerful and traceable History Manager to record modeling 

procedures. It is able to display the whole design process in a flat history tree. In this new release, 

operations such as attribute and layer related operations, equation and variable settings, and point cloud 

operations have all been removed to keep the History Manager as simple as possible. Designers can 

control and review their modeling procedures more efficiently with such a clearer History Manage and 

smoother history replay. 

 

“The release of ZW3D 2014 Beta enables users to trace back every modeling procedure more 

efficiently.” said Colin Lin, Vice Director of ZW3D Overseas Business, “With History Manager, it is 

possible for them to do minor modifications on the design process without rebuilding models from the 

scratches.” 

 

Increasing Productivity with the Newly-Developed Part Configuration 
The ZW3D 2014 Beta is a parametric 3D CAD/CAM platform which allows users to modify the 

dimensions of parts and control their suppression states by using Part Configuration. Additionally, 

http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=cc49321031&e=30ac0cea39
http://zwsoft.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9e4ca9137dcca54dd7bf1b9a9&id=0d59a06fdc&e=30ac0cea39
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different part configurations can be set into different views of the same part for Drafting. The fresh Part 

Configuration tool provides designers with an easy way to group a family of parts, saving them valuable 

time perfecting the design instead of building redundant models to get the idea across. 

 

 ZW3D 2014 will be released in March. More details about its upgraded CAD, more productive mold 

and smarter CAM will be disclosed in the upcoming news. Please stay tuned. 

 

ZW3D 2013 buyers now can get a free upgrade to ZW3D 2014. 
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